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The Huge Declaration

John 7:37-39
%’0On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in
a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.
38Whoever believes in me, as the
Scripture has said, streams of living
water will flow from within him.” By
this he meant the Spirit, whom those
who believed in him were later to
receive. Up to that time the Spirit had
not been given, since Jesus had not yet
been glorified.




Division about who Jesus is

John 7:40-44
40On hearing his words, some of the people said, “Surely this man

is the Prophet.” #Others said,
“He is the Christ.” Still others
asked, “How can the Christ
come from Galilee? #?Does
not the Scripture say that the
Christ will come from David’s
family and from Bethlehem,
the town where David lived?”
BThus the people were
divided because of Jesus.
#“Some wanted to seize him,
but no one laid a hand on him.




The angry response of leaders who

have an agenda against Jesus!

John 7:45-52

“Finally the temple guards went back to
the chief priests and Pharisees, who asked
them, “Why didn’t you bring him in?”

4“No one ever spoke the way this man
does,” the guards declared.

47"You mean he has deceived you also?”
the Pharisees retorted. *“Has any of the
rulers or of the Pharisees believed in him?
4¥No! But this mob that knows nothing of

the law—there is a curse on them.”




The angry response of leaders who

have an agenda against Jesus!

John 7:45-52

YNicodemus, who had gone to Jesus
earlier and who was one of their own
number, asked, >1“Does our law condemn
a man without first hearing him to find out
what he is doing?”

2They replied, “Are you from Galilee,
too? Look into it, and you will find that a
prophet does not come out of Galilee.”




How the Pharisees displayed their
blindness...

47"You mean he has deceived you also?”
the Pharisees retorted.




How the Pharisees displayed their
blindness...

48“Has any of the rulers or of the Pharisees
believed in him? *No!




How the Pharisees displayed their
blindness...

But this mob that knows nothing of the
law—there is a curse on them.”




How the Pharisees displayed their
blindness...

>2They replied, “Are you from Galilee,
too? Look into it, and you will find that a

prophet does not come out of Galilee.”
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Inside the mind of
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1. Rigid Religious Traditionalism










How rigid traditionalism kills your heart



How rigid traditionalism kills your heart

Luke 11:42
42 Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your
mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect
justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the latter
without leaving the former undone.



How rigid traditionalism kills your heart

Matthew 6:1-5
1“Be careful not to do your “acts of righteousness’ before men, to
be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your
Father in heaven. 2“So when you give to the needy, do not
announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues
and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they
have received their reward in full. 3But when you give to the
needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is
doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father,
who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. °“And when
you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray
standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by
men. [ tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.



How rigid traditionalism kills your heart

John 16:1-3
1 All this I have told you so that you will not go astray. ?They
will put you out of the synagogue; in fact, a time is coming when
anyone who kills you will think he is offering a service to God.
SThey will do such things because they have not known
the Father or me.
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The remedy to legalism

Philippians 3:4-11
4If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I
have more: >circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a
Pharisee; %as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic
righteousness, faultless. “But whatever was to my profit I now consider
loss for the sake of Christ. $What is more, I consider everything a loss
compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord,
for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may
gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own
that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ —the
righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. YT want to know
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in
his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to
attain to the resurrection from the dead.
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2. A passion to be a people pleaser




People pleasing instead of God pleasing



People pleasing instead of God pleasing

John 5:44
“How can you believe if you accept praise from one another, yet
make no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the only God?



People pleasing instead of God pleasing

John 12:42-43
#2Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in
him. But because of the Pharisees they would not confess their
faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; “*for they
loved praise from men more than praise from God.
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Who owns who? Your money or your life!

1 Timothy 6:3-10
’If anyone teaches false doctrines and does not agree to the sound
instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, *he is
conceited and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy interest in
controversies and quarrels about words that result in envy, strife,
malicious talk, evil suspicions “and constant friction between men of
corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think that
godliness is a means to financial gain. °But godliness with contentment
is great gain. “For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take
nothing out of it. 8But if we have food and clothing, we will be content
with that. “People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap
and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin
and destruction. “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.
Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and
pierced themselves with many griefs.



Who owns who? Your money or your life!

1 Timothy 6:17-18
7Command those who are rich in this present world not to be
arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain,
but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with
everything for our enjoyment. ®Command them to do good, to
be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.
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Absolute corruption follows a absolute
desire for absolute power...

Luke 20:45-47
“While all the people were listening, Jesus said to his disciples,
46“Beware of the teachers of the law. They like to walk around in
flowing robes and love to be greeted in the market-places and
have the most important seats in the synagogues and the places of
honor at banquets. #¥They devour widows” houses and for a show
make lengthy prayers. Such men will be punished
most severely.”



Absolute corruption follows a absolute
desire for absolute power...

Mark 10:42-45
#Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who
are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their
high officials exercise authority over them. “’Not so with you.
Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your
servant, #and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. *For
even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and
to give his life as a ransom for many.”
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LOVE - it really is all we really need!



LOVE - it really is all we really need!

Luke 10:25-37
2>On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus.
“Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
26“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read
it?” ?’He answered: “’Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all
your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.”” 2“You have
answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”
2But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is
my neighbor?”



LOVE - it really is all we really need!

Luke 10:25-37

Yn reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to

Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him
of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half-dead.

31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when
he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32So too, a Levite,

when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other

side.



LOVE - it really is all we really need!

Luke 10:25-37
33But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and
when he saw him, he took pity on him. 3He went to him and

bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the

man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of
him. 3The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to
the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,” he said, ‘and when I return, I will
reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.” 3“Which of
these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into
the hands of robbers?” 3The expert in the law replied, “The one

who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”
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So how do you realistically overcome
the danger of unbelief/Phariseeism??

John 7:37-39

3’0On the last and greatest day of the
Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud
voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let him
come to me and drink. *Whoever
believes in me, as the Scripture has
said, streams of living water will flow
from within him.” By this he meant
the Spirit, whom those who believed in
him were later to receive. Up to that
time the Spirit had not been given,
since Jesus had not yet been glorified.
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