


John 1:1-18
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
2He was with God in the beginning.  3Through him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made.  4In him was life, and that life was the light of 

men.  5The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  6There 
came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.  7He came as a witness to 

testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe.  8He himself 
was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.  9The true light that gives light 
to every man was coming into the world.  10He was in the world, and though the world 
was made through him, the world did not recognize him.  11He came to that which was 
his own, but his own did not receive him.  12Yet to all who received him, to those who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13children born not 
of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.  14The 

Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  We have seen his glory, the glory 
of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.  15John testifies 

concerning him.  He cries out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after 
me has surpassed me because he was before me.’”  16From the fullness of his grace we 
have all received one blessing after another.  17For the law was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  18No one has ever seen God, but God the 

One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.
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John 1:4-9

4In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  5The light 
shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  

6There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.  
7He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that 

through him all men might believe.  8He himself was not the light; 
he came only as a witness to the light.  9The true light that gives 

light to every man was coming into the world.



Jesus Christ is Life

John 1:4-9

4In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  5The light 
shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  

6There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.  
7He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that 

through him all men might believe.  8He himself was not the light; 
he came only as a witness to the light.  9The true light that gives 

light to every man was coming into the world.



Uses of ‘life’ in John
John 5:39, 40

39You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by 
them you possess eternal life.  These are the Scriptures that testify 

about me, 40yet you refuse to come to me to have life.



Uses of ‘life’ in John
John 10:10

10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come 
that they may have life, and have it to the full.



Uses of ‘life’ in John
John 10:28

28“I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish;
noone can snatch them out of my hand.”



Uses of ‘life’ in John
John 14:6

6Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me.



Uses of ‘life’ in John
John 20:30, 31

30Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not recorded in this book.  31But these are 

written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.



What does this “life” mean?



What does this “life” mean?
1.  Physical Life - Allusions to Genesis in John 1



What does this “life” mean?
1.  Physical Life - Allusions to Genesis in John 1

John 1:1-4
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.  2He was with God in the 

beginning.  3Through him all things were made; without 
him nothing was made that has been made.  4In him was 

life, and that life was the light of men.



What does this “life” mean?
1.  Physical Life - Allusions to Genesis in John 1

John 1:1-4
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.  2He was with God in the 

beginning.  3Through him all things were made; without 
him nothing was made that has been made.  4In him was 

life, and that life was the light of men.

Genesis 1:1
1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.



What does this “life” mean?
1.  Physical Life - Allusions to Genesis in John 1

John 1:1-4
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.  2He was with God in the 

beginning.  3Through him all things were made; without 
him nothing was made that has been made. 4In him was 

life, and that life was the light of men.



What does this “life” mean?
1.  Physical Life - Allusions to Genesis in John 1

John 1:1-4
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.  2He was with God in the 

beginning.  3Through him all things were made; without 
him nothing was made that has been made. 4In him was 

life, and that life was the light of men.

Genesis 1:3
3And God said, “Let there be light,”  and there was light.



What does this “life” mean?
1.  Physical Life - Allusions to Genesis in John 1

John 1:1-4
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.  2He was with God in the 

beginning.  3Through him all things were made; without 
him nothing was made that has been made.  4In him was 

life, and that life was the light of men.



What does this “life” mean?
1.  Physical Life - Allusions to Genesis in John 1

John 1:1-4
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.  2He was with God in the 

beginning.  3Through him all things were made; without 
him nothing was made that has been made.  4In him was 

life, and that life was the light of men.

Genesis 2:7
7the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the 

ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, 
and the man became a living being.
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2.  Spiritual Life - the scriptural understanding



What does this “life” mean?
2.  Spiritual Life - the scriptural understanding

Ephesians 2:1-5
1As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2in 

which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world 
and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at 

work in those who are disobedient.  3All of us also lived among 
them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and 

following its desires and thoughts.  Like the rest, we were by 
nature objects of wrath.  4But because of his great love for us, God, 

who is rich in mercy, 5made us alive with Christ even when we 
were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.



What does this “life” mean?
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What does this “life” mean?
3.  Eternal Life

John 3:16
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 

that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life.”



Jesus Christ is The Light

John 1:4b-9

4In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5The light 
shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  

6There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.  
7He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that 

through him all men might believe.  8He himself was not the light; 
he came only as a witness to the light.  9The true light that gives 

light to every man was coming into the world.



Descriptions of The Light
1.  The origin of The Light is The Life

John 1:4-9

4In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5The light 
shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  
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7He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that 

through him all men might believe.  8He himself was not the light; 
he came only as a witness to the light.  9The true light that gives 

light to every man was coming into the world.



Descriptions of The Light
2.  The Light shines in the darkness
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4In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5The light 
shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  

6There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.  
7He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that 

through him all men might believe.  8He himself was not the light; 
he came only as a witness to the light.  9The true light that gives 

light to every man was coming into the world.



Descriptions of The Light
3.  The darkness has not understood

(or overcome) The Light

John 1:4-9

4In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  5The light 
shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  
6There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.  

7He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that 
through him all men might believe.  8He himself was not the light; 

he came only as a witness to the light.  9The true light that gives 
light to every man was coming into the world.



Descriptions of The Light
4.  John the Baptist was The Light’s witness

John 1:4-9

4In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  5The light 
shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  

6There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.  
7He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that 
through him all men might believe.  8He himself was not the 

light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9The true light that 
gives light to every man was coming into the world.



Descriptions of The Light
5.  The goal of John the B’s work was that all 

might believe

John 1:4-9

4In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  5The light 
shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  

6There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.  
7He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that 
through him all men might believe. 8He himself was not the 

light; he came only as a witness to the light.  9The true light that 
gives light to every man was coming into the world.



Descriptions of The Light
6.  The TRUE light was still coming when John 

the B started his work

John 1:4-9
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Descriptions of The Light
Ways people fill themselves up with “partial” 

or “untrue” light…



The only true source for Life 
and Light


