


IT WAS the best of times, it 
was the worst of times, it was 
the age of wisdom, it was the 
age of foolishness, it was the 

epoch of belief, it was the 
epoch of incredulity, it was the 

season of Light, it was the 
season of Darkness, it was the 

spring of hope, it was the 
winter of despair, we had 

everything before us, we had 
nothing before us, we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going 
direct the other way -- in short, the period was so far like the present 
period, that some of its noisiest authorities insisted on its being received, 
for good or for evil, in the superlative degree of comparison only.



Marley was dead: to begin with. There is no doubt whatever about that. 
The register of his burial was signed by the clergyman, the clerk, the 
undertaker, and the chief mourner. Scrooge signed it. And Scrooge's 

name was good upon 'Change, for anything he chose to put his hand to.

Old Marley was as dead as a door-nail.





John 1:1-18
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
2He was with God in the beginning.  3Through him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made.  4In him was life, and that life was the light of 

men.  5The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  6There 
came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.  7He came as a witness to 

testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe.  8He himself 
was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.  9The true light that gives light 
to every man was coming into the world.  10He was in the world, and though the world 
was made through him, the world did not recognize him.  11He came to that which was 
his own, but his own did not receive him.  12Yet to all who received him, to those who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13children born not 
of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.  14The 

Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  We have seen his glory, the glory 
of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.  15John testifies 

concerning him.  He cries out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after 
me has surpassed me because he was before me.’”  16From the fullness of his grace we 
have all received one blessing after another.  17For the law was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  18No one has ever seen God, but God the 

One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.
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Matthew 16:13-16, 20
13When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say the Son of Man is?”  14They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say 
Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  15“But what about you?”  he 
asked.  “Who do you say I am?”  16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.”  20Then he warned his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the 

Christ.
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27Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi.  On the way 
he asked them, “Who do people say I am?”  28They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; 

others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.”  29“But what about you?”  he 
asked.  “Who do you say I am?”  Peter answered, “You are the Christ.”  30Jesus warned 

them not to tell anyone about him.
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Luke 9:18-21
18Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he asked 
them, “Who do the crowds say I am?”  19They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; 

others say Elijah; and still others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to 
life.”  20“But what about you?”  he asked.  “Who do you say I am?”  Peter answered, 

“The Christ of God.”  21Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone.



The Bold Claim in the beginning of 
John’s Gospel

John 1:1-2
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.  2He was with God in the 

beginning.



The Divinity of Jesus Christ
Expected coming of the God-Man

Isaiah 9:6
6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be 

on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
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Psalms 45:6-7
6Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; a scepter of justice will 

be the scepter of your kingdom.  7You love righteousness and hate 
wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your 

companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.



The Divinity of Jesus Christ
How the early church understood who Jesus was

Romans 9:5
5Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of 

Christ, who is God over all, for ever praised!  Amen.
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God and Savior, Jesus Christ.
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Hebrews 1:8
8But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and 

ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom.”



No problem, Jesus is fully God!



Wait a minute…

How does that work?



Controversies about Jesus’ Divinity

1. Apollinarianism



Controversies about Jesus’ Divinity

2.  Nestorianism



Controversies about Jesus’ Divinity
The solution - the Chalcedon Creed

Therefore, following the holy fathers, we all with one accord teach men to 
acknowledge one and the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, at once complete in 

Godhead and complete in manhood, truly God and truly man, consisting also of a 
reasonable soul and body; of one substance with the Father as regards his Godhead, 
and at the same time of one substance with us as regards his manhood; like us in all 
respects, apart from sin; as regards his Godhead, begotten of the Father before the 
ages, but yet as regards his manhood begotten, for us men and for our salvation, of 
Mary the Virgin, the God-bearer; one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, Only-begotten, 

recognized in two natures, without confusion, without change, without division, 
without separation; the distinction of natures being in no way annulled by the union, 
but rather the characteristics of each nature being preserved and coming together to 
form one person and subsistence, not as parted or separated into two persons, but 
one and the same Son and Only-begotten God the Word, Lord Jesus Christ; even as 

the prophets from earliest times spoke of him, and our Lord Jesus Christ himself 
taught us, and the creed of the fathers has handed down to us.



What difference does
all this make to me?


