












This Week’s Sermon
“The Suffering Servant”

Isaiah 53:6





Who Are the Prophets?
● Called by God

● Bring God’s Word to the people (not their own)

● Call God’s people to obedience

● Predict the future (a NEW covenant)

● Do crazy prophetic speech-act things to make a point

● Great suffering - often persecuted & killed, rarely believed

● False prophets are REAL



Isaiah 52:13-53:12
13 See, my servant will act wisely;

he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted.

14 Just as there were many who were appalled at him—

his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human being

and his form marred beyond human likeness—

15 so he will sprinkle many nations,

and kings will shut their mouths because of him.

For what they were not told, they will see,

and what they have not heard, they will understand.



53:1 Who has believed our message

and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?

2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot,

and like a root out of dry ground.

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,

nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.

3 He was despised and rejected by mankind,

a man of suffering, and familiar with pain.

Like one from whom people hide their faces

he was despised, and we held him in low esteem.



Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering,

yet we considered him punished by God,

stricken by him, and afflicted.

5 But he was pierced for our transgressions,

he was crushed for our iniquities;

the punishment that brought us peace was on him,

and by his wounds we are healed.

6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray,

each of us has turned to our own way;

and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.



7 He was oppressed and afflicted,

yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,

so he did not open his mouth.

8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away.

Yet who of his generation protested?

For he was cut off from the land of the living;

for the transgression of my people he was punished.

9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in 
his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit 

in his mouth.



10 Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to 
suffer,

and though the Lord makes his life an offering for sin,

he will see his offspring and prolong his days,

and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand.

11 After he has suffered,

he will see the light of life and be satisfied;

by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many,

and he will bear their iniquities.



12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great,

and he will divide the spoils with the strong,

because he poured out his life unto death,

and was numbered with the transgressors.

For he bore the sin of many,

and made intercession for the transgressors.





“Several years ago sociologist Christian Smith published Soul 
Searching, an in-depth look at the religious beliefs of American 
adolescents. He summarized their faith as ‘moralistic, therapeutic 
deism.’ Youth are moralistic because they don’t believe that to 
relate to God they need radical grace and forgiveness. They feel 
that anyone who is good and fair to others can go to heaven. This 
has historically been the view of Pharisees, legalists who assign 
themselves a strict regimen of religious duties and observances. ”



“But young Americans’ faith is also therapeutic. Most believe that: 
“The central goal of life is to be happy and to feel good about oneself.” 
(p.163.) This means, essentially, that people have to determine what is 
‘good and right’ for them, and live consistently with it. So the Pharisees’ 
high bar has been lowered almost to ground level.

“Finally, American youth are deistic. They believe ‘God does not need 
to be particularly involved in one’s life except when God is needed to 
resolve a problem.’ (p.163.) To live a good life there is no need for 
constant spiritual intervention and support. God has made us, but now 
‘God helps those who help themselves.’”
~Timothy Keller, “Pharisees with Low Standards” https://timothykeller.com/blog/2009/2/27/pharisees-with-
low-standards





The Audience “Surrogate”
1. The viewpoint character

2. A character who asks questions the audience would ask 

and says things the audience would say.

3. A character who the audience (or the children in the 

audience) doesn't just sympathize with, but are supposed 

to actively see themselves as — by desire, by default, or 

by author inference.

~tvtropes.org





Peter the Therapeutic
27 Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea 
Philippi. On the way he asked them, “Who do people say I am?”

28 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and 
still others, one of the prophets.”

29 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”

Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.”

30 Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him.



Peter the Therapeutic
31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer 

many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days 
rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside 

and began to rebuke him.

33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked 
Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind 

the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”

(Mark 8:27-33 NIV)



Peter the Moralistic Deist
3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, 

and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he 
got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a 
towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin 
and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel 

that was wrapped around him.

6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going 
to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I 
am doing, but later you will understand.” 8 “No,” said Peter, “you 

shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, 
you have no part with me.” 9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, 

“not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” (John 13:3-9)



Moral, Therapeutic Deist Jesus

Wins by conquering

Only wants the strong, the good, the capable

Helps those who help themselves

Is here to make me look good





Isaiah 53 for the Moralist
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray,

each of us has turned to our own way;

and the Lord has laid on him

the iniquity of us all.

10 Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer,

and though the Lord makes his life an offering for sin,

he will see his offspring and prolong his days,

and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand.



“According to Isaiah 53, God made the righteous life of his servant 
(Jesus Christ) to be a substitutionary offering for the unrighteous. In 
obedience to God’s will, Jesus lived the life we should have lived and so 
fulfilled the just requirements of God’s law on our behalf.

Yet he also died the death we should have died. Isaiah’s graphic 
language of the servant being “crushed” and “put to grief” (Isa. 53:10) 
reminds us of the heavy price of our sin.

At the cross, Jesus bore the full weight of God’s curse against sin 
and so fully satisfied the demands of God’s just condemnation against 
sin. So we have a righteous life that satisfies God’s justice for us and an 
atoning death that satisfies his justice for us. This great exchange is the 
heart of the gospel itself.”



“Perhaps the most startling aspect of Isaiah’s language is that 
it “pleased” the Lord to make this exchange. Somehow, it actually 
pleased the Lord to hand his innocent Son over to be mocked, 
brutalized, and crucified. That’s a nearly impossible truth to 
fathom until you realize why God was pleased by this. Certainly, 
God was not pleased by the sin of Judas who betrayed Jesus, the 
religious leaders who hated him, Pilate who unjustly sentenced 
him, or the misguided crowd who rejected him.”



“But God was pleased by the active and passive (through suffering) 
obedience of his Son, who continued to trust God and love his people no 
matter the cost. God was pleased to lay his judgment on the Son in 
order to save his sinful people. God was pleased because, through the 
cross, the Son of God would be glorified, the people of God would be 
saved, the justice of God would be satisfied, and the love of God would 
be revealed. The cross wasn’t a tragic accident. It was God’s will, his 
plan to save his people through the work of the Redeemer and to reveal 
the immeasurable riches of his glorious grace.”

~Mika Edmondson, https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/you-can-escape-gods-
punishment/



The Real Jesus Makes Us Right
11 After he has suffered,

he will see the light of life and be satisfied;

by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many,

and he will bear their iniquities.



Isaiah 53 for the Therapeutic
11 After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be satisfied;

by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many,  and he 
will bear their iniquities.

12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great,

and he will divide the spoils with the strong,

because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with 
the transgressors.

For he bore the sin of many,

and made intercession for the transgressors.



The Real Jesus
45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 

and to give his life as a ransom for many.

(Mark 10:45)



The Real Jesus
6 Who, being in very nature God,

did not consider equality with God something to be used to his 
own advantage;

7 rather, he made himself nothing

by taking the very nature of a servant,  being made in human 
likeness.

8 And being found in appearance as a man,

he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—

even death on a cross!



The Real Jesus
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place

and gave him the name that is above every name,

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

(Philippians 2:6-11)



Isaiah 53 for Deists
4 Surely he took up our pain

and bore our suffering,

yet we considered him punished by God,

stricken by him, and afflicted.

5 But he was pierced for our transgressions,

he was crushed for our iniquities;

the punishment that brought us peace was on him,

and by his wounds we are healed.



“In this prophecy, grief, suffering, and sickness are rolled up 
together with sin and guilt and loaded up onto the Messiah’s 
back. And when Jesus comes, he carries that load. He bears the 
moral weight of guilt and sin in our place. But he also bears the 
heartbreak of our suffering. Jesus holds us close as we lament. He 
weeps with us as we weep. He knows the end of the story, when 
he will wipe every tear from our eyes. But this does not stop him 
from cleaving to us in our pain. In fact, pain is a special place of 
intimacy with him.”



“We see this in our own lives. We can laugh with anyone. But 
we cry with those closest to us; and the bond is strongest when 
their suffering connects with ours. In Jesus, we find the one 
person who knows all our heartache and all our pain. Left by 
those closest to him, beaten by strangers, stripped and abused and 
hung up on a cross to die–there is no wound of ours he cannot 
touch. ”

~Rebecca McLaughlin, Confronting Christianity, Crossway, Wheaton, IL, 2019 p. 201



The Real Jesus

Wins by losing

Is the sinner’s righteousness

Seeks the lost, helps the helpless

Is ever-present in our suffering 



“God receives none but those who are forsaken, restores 
health to none but those who are sick, gives sight to none but the 
blind, and life to none but the dead. He does not give saintliness 
to any but sinners, nor wisdom to any but fools. In short: He has 
mercy on none but the wretched and gives grace to none but 
those who are in disgrace.”

~Martin Luther – W.A. 1.183f



Gospel Response

Are you seeing the real Jesus?



Gospel Response

Are you seeing the real Jesus?

Receive his grace this week
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