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Outline
Introduction

- Welcome baby C.S. Lewis!

Recap of the story so far…
- God creates and humans create a God-sized problem
- God begins his plan of redemption through one family – Israel
- Israel is enslaved and set free in the Exodus

What is the Law?
- A national charter for the people of Israel to be set apart (food laws, sabbath keeping,

how to grow crops, etc.
- Deuteronomy 4:8
- Psalm 119

- A means to obtain/maintain the Abrahamic promise of land, blessings, life
- Exodus 19:4-5, Leviticus 18:5
- If…then – language of the law

Why then the Law?
- To clearly define sin
- To increase sin (!!?)
- To show how everyone is under law
- To reveal our need for a second exodus
- To contrast the gospel of grace

How then shall we live?
- Under grace, not law
- “Every year you grow, you will find me bigger”

Gospel Application:
● Are you becoming more tired of your own self-righteousness and learning to breathe the

fresh air of Christ and his righteousness for you?



Scripture Passages (from the New International Version)

Deuteronomy 4:8

● And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous
decrees and laws as this body of laws I am setting before you
today?

Psalm 119:19-20

● 19 I am a stranger on earth;
● do not hide your commands from me.
● 20 My soul is consumed with longing
● for your laws at all times.

Exodus 19:4-5

● 4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried
you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you obey
me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be
my treasured possession.

Galatians 3:17-19

● The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the
covenant previously established by God and thus do away with the
promise. 18For if the inheritance depends on the law, then it no
longer depends on the promise; but God in his grace gave it to
Abraham through a promise. 19Why, then, was the law given at all?
It was added because of transgressions...

Mark 7:13-14



● Listen to me, everyone, and understand this. Nothing outside a
person can defile them by going into them. Rather, it is what comes
out of a person that defiles them.”

Romans 3:19-20

● 19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who
are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the
whole world held accountable to God. 20 Therefore no one will be
declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather,
through the law we become conscious of our sin.

Romans 5:20

● The law was brought in so that the trespass might increase.

Galatians 3:2-5

● 2 I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the
Spirit by the works of the law, or by believing what you heard? 3
Are you so foolish? After beginning by means of the Spirit, are you
now trying to finish by means of the flesh? 4 Have you experienced
so much in vain—if it really was in vain? 5 So again I ask, does
God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you by the works
of the law, or by your believing what you heard?

John 1:29; 3:30

● 29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! …

● 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.



Quotes

“The Mosaic Law was a national covenant between God and the people of Israel: the promise
was national security and prosperity; the condition was the obedience of the people as a nation
to the Mosaic law; in this aspect it was a legal covenant saying “do this and live.”

- Charles Hodge, Systematic Theology. Grand Rapids: EERDMANS, 1993: 375

It is easy enough to do good once or twice, but to keep on doing good without getting disgusted
with the ingratitude of those whom
we have benefited, that is
not so easy.”

- ― Martin Luther, Commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians

“We can better understand our relationship to the Law of God by examining our relationship with
little-l law, because the psychological impact of them is often the same. The little-l  law – “Thou
shalt be beautiful’ or ’Thou shalt be successful’ – is often more measurable than the Law
of God, as well as more salient in people’s lives. That is, the pressure to be well-liked or valued
at work is often stronger than the pressure to be a perfect person, and while holiness is usually
invisible, things like salary, number of social media followers, and body weight can be easily
measured.”

- Will McDavid, David Zahl. Law & Gospel: A Theology for Sinners and Saints

“Words can be dodged and manipulated and misused. The Law consists of words, but the
Gospel is a Person. This is one reason Jesus was called the “Word of God” — because God’s
entire revelation to humans is this Person.”

- Will McDavid, David Zahl. Law & Gospel: A Theology for Sinners and Saints

“Aslan” said Lucy
"you're bigger".
"That is because you are older, little one"
answered he.
"Not because you are?"
"I am not. But every year you grow, you will find
me bigger.”

- C.S. Lewis, Prince Caspian, Chronicles of Narnia
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1. A national covenant for Israel to be set apart  
– (food laws, sabbath keeping, how to grow crops, etc.)

What is the Law? 



And what other nation is so great as to 
have such righteous decrees and laws as 
this body of laws I am setting before you 

today?

Deuteronomy 4:8 



19 I am a stranger on earth;
do not hide your commands from me.

20 My soul is consumed with longing
for your laws at all times. 

Psalm 119:19-20



1. A national covenant for Israel to be set apart  
– (food laws, sabbath keeping, how to grow crops, etc.)

2. A means to obtain/maintain the promises 
given to Abraham

What is the Law? 





4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to 
Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings 
and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you obey 
me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all 
nations you will be my treasured possession.

Exodus 19:4-5



The Mosaic Law was a national covenant 
between God and the people of Israel: the 
promise was national security and 
prosperity; the condition was the 
obedience of the people as a nation to the 
Mosaic law; in this aspect it was a legal 
covenant saying “do this and live.” 

Charles Hodge, Systematic Theology. Grand Rapids: EERDMANS, 1993: 375
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Galatians 3:17-19

The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set 
aside the covenant previously established by God 
and thus do away with the promise. 18For if the 
inheritance depends on the law, then it no longer 
depends on the promise; but God in his grace gave 
it to Abraham through a promise. 19Why, then, was 
the law given at all? It was added because of 
transgressions...

Why then the law? 
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Galatians 3:17-19

The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set 
aside the covenant previously established by God 
and thus do away with the promise. 18For if the 
inheritance depends on the law, then it no longer 
depends on the promise; but God in his grace gave 
it to Abraham through a promise. 19Why, then, was 
the law given at all? It was added because of 
transgressions...

Why then the law? 



Listen to me, everyone, and 
understand this. Nothing outside a 
person can defile them by going 
into them. Rather, it is what comes 
out of a person that defiles them.”

-Jesus
(Mark 7:13-14)





It is easy enough to do good once or 
twice, but to keep on doing good 
without getting disgusted with the 
ingratitude of those whom 
we have benefited, that is 
not so easy.”

― Martin Luther, Commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians



Romans 3:19-20
19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it 
says to those who are under the law, so that 
every mouth may be silenced and the whole 
world held accountable to God. 20 Therefore no 
one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by 
the works of the law; rather, through the law 
we become conscious of our sin.
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1. To clearly define sin
2. To increase sin (!!?)

"The law was brought in so that 
the trespass might increase.”

Romans 5:20

Why then the law? 



I would never say the things that I 
do to referees to a person in 
normal life. It happens 2-3 times a 
year…And I’m 
embarrassed!!” 

Steve Kerr





1. To clearly define sin
2. To increase sin (!!?)
3. To show how everyone is under law

Why then the law? 



We can better understand our relationship 
to the Law of God by examining our 
relationship with little-l law, because the 
psychological impact of them is often the 
same. The little-l  law – “Thou shalt be 
beautiful’ or ’Thou shalt be successful’ – is 
often more measurable than the Law 
of God, as well as more salient 
in people’s lives. 

Will McDavid, David Zahl. Law & Gospel: A Theology for Sinners and Saints



That is, the pressure to be well-liked or 
valued at work is often stronger than the 
pressure to be a perfect person, and 
while holiness is usually invisible, 
things like salary, number of social 
media followers, and body weight can 
be easily measured.”

Will McDavid, David Zahl. Law & Gospel: A Theology for Sinners and Saints
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Humanity Set Free, Spiritually

GOD

II. Israel Set Free, Physically



III.
Israel 
Under 
Law
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Romans 6:14
14 For sin shall no longer be your master, 
because you are not under the law, but under 
grace.



1. To clearly define sin
2. To increase sin (!!?)
3. To show how everyone is under law
4. To reveal our need for a second exodus
5. To contrast the gospel of grace

Why then the law? 



Words can be dodged and manipulated 
and misused. The Law consists of 
words, but the Gospel is a Person. This 
is one reason Jesus was called the 
“Word of God” — because God’s entire 
revelation to humans is this Person.”

Will McDavid, David Zahl. Law & Gospel: A Theology for Sinners and Saints



2 I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you 
receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by believing 
what you heard? 3 Are you so foolish? After beginning by 
means of the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means 
of the flesh? 4 Have you experienced so much in vain—if it 
really was in vain? 5 So again I ask, does God give you his 
Spirit and work miracles among you by the works of the 
law, or by your believing what you heard?

Galatians 3:2-5



Lucas Cranach, The 
Law and the Gospel, 
c. 1529, oil on wood



29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and 
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 
sin of the world! … 

30 He must increase, but I must decrease.

John 1:29, 3:30



“Aslan” said Lucy 
"you're bigger".
"That is because you are 
older, little one" 
answered he.
"Not because you are?"
"I am not. But every year 
you grow, you will find 
me bigger.” C.S. Lewis, Prince Caspian, Chronicles of Narnia



Gospel Application

Have you become tired of your own self-righteousness 
and learned to breathe the fresh air of Christ’s 

righteousness freely given for you? 

Are Jesus and his gospel growing and replacing 
the law in all areas of your life? 
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