
Introduction –  To beard or not to 
beard? That is the question.

Today’s Message:
The Rooted Life: In prayer and 

in action

#1 - Talk to God 
Col. 4:2a

devote: to continue to do something 
with intense effort

Go to God as often as you 
________________________.

#staywoke #givethanks
Col. 4:2b, Matt. 24:42-44, Rom. 1:21-
23

#2 - Talk to God on behalf of 
others...

For doors to be opened!
Col. 4:3

And for clarity in preaching
Col. 4:4, 1 Cor. 9:16

What is the message of Christ?

#3 - Talk to others about God
Col. 4:5-6, 1 Peter 3:15-16

What does this actually look like?

Tell me about your spiritual journey

Pray the words of the Bible

Introduction –  To beard or not to 
beard? That is the question.

Today’s Message:
The Rooted Life: In prayer and 

in action

#1 - Talk to God 
Col. 4:2a

devote: to continue to do something 
with intense effort

Go to God as often as you 
________________________.

#staywoke #givethanks
Col. 4:2b, Matt. 24:42-44, Rom. 1:21-
23

#2 - Talk to God on behalf of 
others...

For doors to be opened!
Col. 4:3

And for clarity in preaching
Col. 4:4, 1 Cor. 9:16

What is the message of Christ?

#3 - Talk to others about God
Col. 4:5-6, 1 Peter 3:15-16

What does this actually look like?

Tell me about your spiritual journey

Pray the words of the Bible

Colossians 4:2-6
2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watch-
ful and thankful. 3 And pray for us, too, 
that God may open a door for our mes-
sage, so that we may proclaim the mystery 

of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray 
that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 
5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsid-

ers; make the most of every opportunity. 
6 Let your conversation be always full 
of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you 
may know how to answer everyone. 

Matthew 24:42-44
42 “Therefore keep watch, because you 

do not know on what day your Lord will 
come. 43 But understand this: If the owner of 
the house had known at what time of night 

the thief was coming, he would have kept 
watch and would not have let his house be 

broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, 
because the Son of Man will come at an 
hour when you do not expect him.

Romans 1:21-23
21 For although they knew God, they neither 
glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, 

but their thinking became futile and their 
foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Al-
though they claimed to be wise, they 
became fools 23 and exchanged the glory 
of the immortal God for images made to 

look like a mortal human being and birds 
and animals and reptiles.

1 Corinthians 9:16
16 For when I preach the gospel, I cannot 
boast, since I am compelled to preach. 
Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!

1 Peter 3:15-16
15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. 
Always be prepared to give an answer to 

everyone who asks you to give the reason 
for the hope that you have. But do this with 

gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear 
conscience, so that those who speak mali-
ciously against your good behavior in Christ 

may be ashamed of their slander.
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Colossians 4:2-6
2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for us, 
too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the 

mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it 
clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the 
most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, 

seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.



#1 – Talk to God

Colossians 4:2a
2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for us, 
too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the 

mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it 
clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the 
most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, 

seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.



"devote" - προσκαρτερέω
to continue to do something with intense effort, 

with the possible implication of or despite difficulty

Louw, J. P., & Nida, E. A. (1996). Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament: based on semantic domains 
(electronic ed. of the 2nd edition., Vol. 1, p. 662). New York: United Bible Societies.



“The point, then, is not that believers should pray with 
intensity when they pray but that they should pray 
habitually and with perseverance. We “should always pray 
and not give up” (Luke 18:1); “pray continually” (1 Thess. 
5:17) (cf. NAB, “persevere in prayer”; ESV, “continue 
steadfastly in prayer”).

Moo, D. J. (2008). The letters to the Colossians and to Philemon (p. 319-20). Grand 
Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Pub. Co.



Go to God as often as you do your phone.







#1 – Talk to God

Colossians 4:2
2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for us, 
too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the 

mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it 
clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the 
most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, 

seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.



γρηγορέωb: 
(a figurative extension of meaning of γρηγορέωa ‘to stay awake,’ 

23.72) to be in continuous readiness and alertness to learn

Louw, J. P., & Nida, E. A. (1996). Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament: based on semantic domains 
(electronic ed. of the 2nd edition., Vol. 1, p. 332). New York: United Bible Societies.



γρηγορέωb: 
(a figurative extension of meaning of γρηγορέωa ‘to stay awake,’ 

23.72) to be in continuous readiness and alertness to learn

Louw, J. P., & Nida, E. A. (1996). Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament: based on semantic domains 
(electronic ed. of the 2nd edition., Vol. 1, p. 332). New York: United Bible Societies.
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#staywoke

Matthew 24:42-44
42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day 
your Lord will come. 43 But understand this: If the owner of the 
house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he 

would have kept watch and would not have let his house be 
broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of 

Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”



#givethanks

Romans 1:21-23
21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God 
nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their 

foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be 
wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the 

immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being 
and birds and animals and reptiles. 



#2 – Talk to God on behalf of others

For Doors to be Opened!
Colossians 4:3

2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for us, 
too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the 

mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it 
clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the 
most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, 

seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.





#2 – Talk to God on behalf of others

For Clarity in Preaching
Colossians 4:4

2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for us, 
too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the 

mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it 
clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the 
most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, 

seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.



#2 – Talk to God on behalf of others

1 Corinthians 9:16
16 For when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, since I am compelled to preach. 

Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!



#2 – Talk to God on behalf of others

In as few words as possible, what is the message of Jesus Christ?

In other words, what is the gospel or good news? 



#3 – Talk with others about God

Be wise and opportunistic
Colossians 4:5

2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for us, 
too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the 

mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it 
clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the 
most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, 

seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.



““Wisdom,” of course, is a very broad concept, occupying in 
biblical thought a crucial intermediate stage between 
thought and action. As believers immerse themselves in the 
life of Christ, having put on the “new man” (3:10–11), their 
minds are renewed by God’s Spirit (Rom. 12:2; Eph. 4:23). 
Wisdom will enable us to determine just how, in given 
situations, our new way of thinking, our new set 
of biblical values, should be put into effect.

Moo, D. J. (2008). The letters to the Colossians and to Philemon (p. 327). Grand 
Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Pub. Co.



#3 – Talk with others about God

Be full of grace
Colossians 4:4

2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for us, 
too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the 

mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it 
clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the 
most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, 

seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.



#3 – Talk with others about God

1 Peter 3:15-16
15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared 

to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for 
the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 

16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously 
against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their 

slander.



“The Colossians share the responsibility of evangelizing 
unbelievers as much as the traveling missionaries. They must 
blend wisdom (1:9, 28; 2:3; 3:16; see Eph. 4:5) with a sense of 
reckless urgency that exhausts every opportunity to reach 
unbelievers.

Garland, David E. Colossians and Philemon. The NIV Application 
Commentary. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1998.



What does this actually look like?



What does this actually look like?

Tell me about your spiritual journey



Pray the words of the Bible

Colossians 4:2-6
2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for us, 
too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the 

mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it 
clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the 
most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, 

seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.



Oh, that we might pray!
What various hindrances we meet

In coming to a mercy seat;
Yet who that knows the worth of prayer,

But wishes to be often there.

Prayer makes the darkened cloud withdraw,
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw;

Gives exercise to faith and love,
Brings every blessing from above.



Oh, that we might pray!
Restraining prayer, we cease to fight;

Prayer makes the Christian’s armor bright;
And Satan trembles, when he sees
The weakest saint upon his knees.

Were half the breath thus vainly spent,
To Heav’n in supplication sent;

Your cheerful song would oft’ner be,
“Hear what the Lord has done for me.”

What Various Hindrances We Meet by William Cowper
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