
Luke 1:26-38
26In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be 
married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary.  28The angel went to her 
and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored!  The 

Lord is with you.”  29Mary was greatly troubled at his 
words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.  

30But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you 
have found favor with God. 31You will be with child and 

give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 
32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 

High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his 
father David, 33and he will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”  34“How 
will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a 

virgin?”  35The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be 
called the Son of God.  36Even Elizabeth your relative is go-

ing to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to 
be barren is in her sixth month.  37For nothing is impossible 
with God.”  38“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. 
“May it be to me as you have said.”  Then the angel left her.

Isaiah 7:14
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The 
virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, 
and will call him Immanuel.

Isaiah 9:6-7
6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 

government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.  7Of the increase of his government 

and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David’s 
throne and over his kingdom, establishing and uphold-

ing it with justice and righteousness from that time 
on and forever.  The zeal of the Lord Almighty will 
accomplish this.

Matthew 1:18-19
18This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His 

mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but 
before they came together, she was found to be with child 
through the Holy Spirit.  19Because Joseph her husband was 

a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public 
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.

Luke 2:6-7
6While they were there, the time came for the baby to 
be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.  She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 

because there was no guest room available for them.

Luke 2:16-20
16So they [the shepherds] hurried off and found Mary 

and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  
17When they had seen him, they spread the word concern-

ing what had been told them about this child, 18and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.  
19But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them 
in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and prais-

ing God for all the things they had heard and seen, which 
were just as they had been told.

Introduction – The pressure for a perfect Christmas

Today’s Message
Jesus’ birth from the perspective of Mary

Luke 1:26-38, 2:1-7, 16-20

Let’s meet Mary
Luke 1:26b-27
    The location: Nazareth of Galilee
    The procreative status: A virgin (Isaiah 7:14)
    The marital status: pledged to be married 
    The fella: Joseph – a descendant of David
    Her name: Mary

Gabriel’s greeting
Luke 1:28

Mary’s reaction
Luke 1:29

How do we know that she “wondered what kind of 
greeting this might be”

The Dawn of Redemption is very near
Luke 1:30-33
    Typical Angel reassurance
    Lucky You!
    Jesus
    Son of the Most High
    Throne of David
    House of Jacob forever – kingdom to never end
    2 Samuel 7:11b-13, 16, Psalm 89:3-4, Isaiah 9:6-7

Mary’s Question
Luke 1:34
    How is this different than Zechariah in Luke 1:18?

The Annunciation of the virgin birth
Luke 1:35

The Sign given to Mary
Luke 1:36

Mary’s incredible response
Luke 1:37

    Think about this for a minute
    Matthew 1:18-19
    Luke 2:6-7
    Luke 2:16-20

Awkward Family Christmas Photos Application  
    Do you have open hands with your entire life and   
    reputation like Mary?
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Today’s Message:
Jesus’ birth from the perspective of Mary

Luke 1:26-38, 2:1-7, 16-20



Luke 1:26-38
26In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be 
married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  28The angel went 
to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly 

favored!  The Lord is with you.”



Luke 1:26-38
29Mary was greatly troubled at his words and 

wondered what kind of greeting this might be.  30But 
the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have 
found favor with God. 31You will be with child and give 
birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.



Luke 1:26-38
32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 

High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his 
father David, 33and he will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”



Luke 1:26-38
34“How will this be,”

Mary asked the angel,
“since I am a virgin?”



Luke 1:26-38
35The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of 
God.  36Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a 
child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren 

is in her sixth month.  37For nothing is
impossible with God.”



Luke 1:26-38
38“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be 

to me as you have said.”  Then the angel left her.



Luke 2:1-7
1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a 

census should be taken of the entire Roman world.  
2(This was the first census that took place while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria.)  3And everyone went 
to their own town to register.



Luke 2:1-7
4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 
because he belonged to the house and line of David.  

5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged 
to be married to him and was expecting a child.



Luke 2:1-7
6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be 

born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.  She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 
because there was no guest room available for them.



Luke 2:16-20
16So they [the shepherds] hurried off and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  17When they 
had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been 

told them about this child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds said to them.  19But Mary treasured up all 
these things and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had 
heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.



Facts we learn about the birth of Jesus from
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Facts we learn about the birth of Jesus from

John:



Facts we learn about the birth of Jesus from

Rest of New Testament:



Facts we learn about the birth of Jesus from

Matthew:

• Mary and Joseph are to be married soon
• Mary is a virgin, but pregnant

• Joseph found out about Mary’s condition, and was going to 
divorce her quietly

• Angel intervenes, Joseph goes ahead and stays with her
• Jesus born in Bethlehm

• Visited by Magi
• Herod tries to kill Jesus

• Death of “Bethlehem brothers”



Facts we learn about the birth of Jesus from

Luke:
• Zechariah and Elizabeth are to be 

parents of John the Baptist
• Zechariah doesn’t believe it - silent!
• Mary is visited by an angel to 

announce her virgin pregnancy
• Fulfills a whole bunch of OT 

prophecies
• Mary does believe it
• Mary visits Elizabeth
• J the B leaps with joy
• Mary rejoices in song

• Zechariah rejoices in song

• Why Jesus was born in Bethlehem, 
raised in Nazareth

• Humble birth (manger, no room)
• Shepherds get to hear first

• Presentation of Jesus at Temple
• Simeon’s response to Jesus

• Simeon’s prophecy about Jesus
• Simeon’s blessing to Mary
• Mary/Joseph’s response

• Anna’s prophecy about Jesus
• The return to Nazareth

• The young Jesus (temple, growth)



ANDREA DEL SARTO
The Annunciation
1512-13
Oil on wood, 183 x 184 cm
Galleria Palatina (Palazzo Pitti), Florence



ANDREA DEL SARTO – Annunciation c. 1528, Oil on wood, 96 x 189 cm, Galleria Palatina (Palazzo Pitti), Florence



Leonardo da Vinci - The Annunciation (1472-1475) Oil and Tempera on wood, 78 x 219 cm Florence Uffizi



CLEVE, Joos van
The Annunciation
c. 1525
Oil on panel, 86 x 80 cm
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York



Rossetti, Dante Gabriel Ecce Ancilla Domini! (The 
Annunciation) 1849-50, Oil on canvas, 28 1/8 x 16 1/2 
in, Tate Gallery, London



A Jewish girl would normally be pledged to be married at about 
twelve years old, and married about one year after that. Mary 
would therefore be in her early teens at this time, in striking 
contrast with the age of her relative Elizabeth, “well advanced in 
years” (1:7). Nazareth was a small, obscure hill village (cf. John 
1:46) in the northern province of Galilee, far from the capital city 
of Jerusalem in Judea. In contrast with Gabriel’s visit to

Zechariah in the Jerusalem temple, therefore, he is 
now visiting a person of no social significance, even 
though her fiancé was of Davidic descent.

~ R. T. France, Luke, ed. Mark L. Strauss and John H. Walton, Teach the Text 
Commentary Series (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2013), 14.



Luke 1:26-27
26In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be 
married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary.

Let’s meet Mary



Luke 1:26-27
26In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be 
married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary.

Let’s meet Mary
The location







“non-place.” It was not even mentioned in the Old 
Testament or in Josephus’ writings or in the rabbinical 
writings (either Talmudic or midrashic). It wasn’t until 

1962 that a pre-Christian mention of Nazareth was found 
at Caesarea Maritima. The later prominence of the

town is a result of the Christian gospel. 

“The setting for the Annunciation drew amazement from first-century 
Jewish readers because Gabriel ignored Judea, the heartland of God’s 
work through the centuries, and came to Galilee, a land that was the 

subject of abiding Jewish contempt because of its mongrelized 
population. Even more, the angel not only bypassed Judea for Galilee, 

but the city of Jerusalem for the village of Nazareth. Nazareth was a



also ignored the temple, the most holy place in Israel, and 
entered the lowly home of Mary, which

certainly was not much.”

~ R. Kent Hughes, Luke: That You May Know the Truth, Preaching the Word
(Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1998), 28-30.

Nazareth, a shoddy, corrupt halfway stop between the port cities of 
Tyre and Sidon, was overrun by Gentiles and Roman soldiers. When 

guileless, straight-talking Nathaniel mentioned Nazareth, he said, 
“ ‘Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?’ ” (John 1:46), 

implying that it was miserably corrupt. By consensus, Nazareth was 
not much. Of course, in skipping Judea and Jerusalem, Gabriel



Luke 1:26-27
26In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be 
married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary.

Let’s meet Mary
The procreative status



Isaiah 7:14
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The 
virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, 

and will call him Immanuel.

Let’s meet Mary
The procreative status



Luke 1:26-27
26In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be 
married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary.

Let’s meet Mary
The marital status



According to contemporary Roman law, the 
minimum age of marriage for girls was 12 (for boys, 
14), with the minimum age for betrothal set by 
Augustus at 10 (Rawson, “Roman Family,” 21). 
Jewish practices were comparable, so that marriage 
for a female usually took place before she reached 
12½ years of age. This was advantageous for

her husband, who thus received the benefits of her service over a 
longer period of time, but also for the girl’s father. Practically 
speaking, he was able more easily to guarantee his daughter’s 
purity (i.e., virginity) if he could arrange for her to be married by 
the time she reached puberty.



A marriage was constituted by the drawing up of a 
deed, the exchange of money to the groom (i.e., the 
“bride price”), and sexual intercourse. Earlier practices 
apparently made no distinction between betrothal and 
marriage, but before the first century B.C.E. a time lapse 
of some twelve months had become common. 
Consequently, a deed of betrothal and the bride-price 

were exchanged at betrothal, after which bride and groom were 
legally joined and could be separated only by death or divorce. 
During this betrothal period, the daughter remained in her father’s 
house and under his control… “Betrothal” is thus quite distinct 
from “engagement” in the modern sense of the word.

~ Joel B. Green, The Gospel of Luke, The New International Commentary on the New Testament 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1997), 70.



Luke 1:26-27
26In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be 
married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary.

Let’s meet Mary
The fella



Luke 1:26-27
26In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be 
married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary.

Let’s meet Mary
Her name





Luke 1:28
28The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who 

are highly favored!  The Lord is with you.”

Gabriel’s Greeting



Luke 1:29
29Mary was greatly troubled at his words and 

wondered what kind of greeting this might be.

Mary’s reaction



How does Luke know this?



How does Luke know this?

Luke 1:3-4
3With this in mind, since I myself have carefully 

investigated everything from the beginning, I too decided 
to write an orderly account for you, most excellent 

Theophilus, 4so that you may know the certainty of the 
things

you have been taught.



Luke 1:30-33
30But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you 

have found favor with God. 31You will be with child 
and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 

name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son 
of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 

throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”

The Dawn of Redemption is very near!



Luke 1:30-33
30But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you 

have found favor with God. 31You will be with child 
and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 

name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son 
of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 

throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”

The Dawn of Redemption is very near!
Typical Angel reassurance



Luke 1:30-33
30But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you 

have found favor with God. 31You will be with child 
and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 

name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son 
of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 

throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”

The Dawn of Redemption is very near!
Lucky You!



Luke 1:30-33
30But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you 

have found favor with God. 31You will be with child 
and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 

name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son 
of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 

throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”

The Dawn of Redemption is very near!
Name him Jesus



Luke 1:30-33
30But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you 

have found favor with God. 31You will be with child 
and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 

name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son 
of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 

throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”

The Dawn of Redemption is very near!
Throne of David - His Kingdom never end



2 Samuel 7:11b-13, 16
11b“‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself 
will establish a house for you: 12When your days are 

over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your 
offspring to succeed you, who will come from your 

own body, and I will establish his kingdom.  13He is the 
one who will build a house for my Name, and I will 

establish the throne of his kingdom forever…  16Your 
house and your kingdom will endure forever before 

me; your throne will be established forever.’”



Isaiah 9:6-7
6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be 

called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.  7Of the increase of his 

government and peace there will be no end.  He will 
reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and 

righteousness from that time on and forever.  The zeal 
of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 



Luke 1:34
34“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel,

“since I am a virgin?”

Mary’s Question



Luke 1:34
34“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel,

“since I am a virgin?”

Literally: “since I know no man”

Mary’s Question



Mary’s Question
How is this different from Zechariah’s Question?



Luke 1:34
34“How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

Mary’s Question
How is this different from Zechariah’s Question?



Luke 1:34
34“How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

Luke 1:18
“How can I be sure of this?  I am an old man and my 

wife is well along in years.” 

Mary’s Question
How is this different from Zechariah’s Question?



Luke 1:34
34“How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

Luke 1:18
“How can I be sure of this?  I am an old man and my 

wife is well along in years.” 

Mary’s Question
How is this different from Zechariah’s Question?



Luke 1:35
35The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 

you. So the holy one to be born will be
called the Son of God.”

The Annunciation of the virgin birth



Luke 1:36-37
36“Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child 
in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in 

her sixth month.  37For nothing is
impossible with God.”

The Sign given to Mary



Luke 1:38
38“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be 

to me as you have said.”  Then the angel left her.

Mary’s incredible response



Mary’s incredible response
Think about this for a second



Matthew 1:18-19
18This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His 

mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but 
before they came together, she was found to be with child 

through the Holy Spirit.  19Because Joseph her husband was 
a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public 

disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.

Mary’s incredible response
Think about this for a second



Luke 2:6-7
6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be 

born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.  She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 
because there was no guest room available for them.

Mary’s incredible response
Think about this for a second



Luke 2:16-20
16So they [the shepherds] hurried off and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  17When they 
had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been 

told them about this child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds said to them.  19But Mary treasured up all 
these things and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had 
heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

Mary’s incredible response
Think about this for a second



As we follow the course of the Annunciation, we will 
catch the pulse of the virgin’s heart because Mary is a 
model for those who experience the birth of the Savior in 
their lives.

~ R. Kent Hughes, Luke: That You May Know the Truth, Preaching the Word
(Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1998), 30.

As we study the Annunciation [and birth of Jesus], we must 
accept the essential spiritual fact of the Incarnation and the 
gospel: the Lord comes to needy people—those who realize that 
without him they cannot make it—those who acknowledge their 
weakness and spiritual lack. The Incarnation, salvation, 
resurrection, Christmas are not for the proud and self-sufficient.



Awkward Family Christmas Photos 
Application:



Awkward Family Christmas Photos 
Application:

Merry Christmas!



Awkward Family Christmas Photos 
Application:

Merry Christmas!

Do you have open hands with your entire life
and reputation like Mary?



Awkward Family Christmas Photos 
Application:

Merry Christmas!

Do you have open hands with your entire life
and reputation like Mary?

#averyhopechristmas
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