
Luke 23:1-12
23 Then the whole assembly rose 
and led him off to Pilate. 2 And 
they began to accuse him, saying, 

“We have found this man subvert-
ing our nation. He opposes payment 

of taxes to Caesar and claims to 
be Messiah, a king.” 3 So Pilate 
asked Jesus, “Are you the king 
of the Jews?” “You have said 

so,” Jesus replied. 4 Then Pilate 
announced to the chief priests 

and the crowd, “I find no basis for 
a charge against this man.” 5 But they 

insisted, “He stirs up the people all 
over Judea by his teaching. He 

started in Galilee and has come 
all the way here.” 6 On hearing 
this, Pilate asked if the man was 

a Galilean. 7 When he learned that 
Jesus was under Herod’s jurisdic-
tion, he sent him to Herod, who 

was also in Jerusalem at that time. 
8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was 
greatly pleased, because for a 

long time he had been wanting to 
see him. From what he had heard 

about him, he hoped to see him per-
form a sign of some sort. 9 He plied 

him with many questions, but 
Jesus gave him no answer. 10 The 
chief priests and the teachers 
of the law were standing there, 

vehemently accusing him. 11 Then 
Herod and his soldiers ridiculed 

and mocked him. Dressing him in 
an elegant robe, they sent him back 

to Pilate. 12 That day Herod and 
Pilate became friends—before this 
they had been enemies.
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Luke 23:1-12
1 Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 2 And 

they began to accuse him, saying, “We have found this man 
subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar 

and claims to be Messiah, a king.” 
3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 

“You have said so,” Jesus replied. 
4 Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I 

find no basis for a charge against this man.” 



Luke 23:1-12
5 But they insisted, “He stirs up the people all over Judea by his 
teaching. He started in Galilee and has come all the way here.” 

6 On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. 7 When 
he learned that Jesus was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him 

to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. 



Luke 23:1-12
8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a 
long time he had been wanting to see him. From what he had 
heard about him, he hoped to see him perform a sign of some 

sort. 9 He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no 
answer. 10 The chief priests and the teachers of the law were 

standing there, vehemently accusing him. 11 Then Herod and his 
soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant 
robe, they sent him back to Pilate. 12 That day Herod and Pilate 

became friends—before this they had been enemies. 



Luke 23:1-12
1 Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 2 And 

they began to accuse him, saying, “We have found this man 
subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar 

and claims to be Messiah, a king.” 
3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 

“You have said so,” Jesus replied. 
4 Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I 

find no basis for a charge against this man.” 

“The whole assembly”



James Tissot, public domain



Luke 23:1-12
1 Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 2 And 

they began to accuse him, saying, “We have found this man 
subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar 

and claims to be Messiah, a king.” 
3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 

“You have said so,” Jesus replied. 
4 Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I 

find no basis for a charge against this man.” 

Accusations leveled at Jesus



Luke 23:1-12
1 Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 2 And 

they began to accuse him, saying, “We have found this man 
subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar 

and claims to be Messiah, a king.” 
3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 

“You have said so,” Jesus replied. 
4 Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I 

find no basis for a charge against this man.” 

Pilate and Jesus
The only question Pilate cares about



Luke 23:1-12
1 Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 2 And 

they began to accuse him, saying, “We have found this man 
subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar 

and claims to be Messiah, a king.” 
3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?”

“You have said so,” Jesus replied. 
4 Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I 

find no basis for a charge against this man.” 

Pilate and Jesus
The only answer Jesus could give



“
~ Keller, T. J. (2013). The Timothy Keller Sermon Archive. 

New York City: Redeemer Presbyterian Church.

I always found it maddeningly ambiguous, but today I 
can come before you and say it is beautifully 
ambiguous. It is wisely ambiguous. It is profoundly 
ambiguous. It is carefully ambiguous. It is deliberately 
ambiguous…In the Greek he simply says, “You say.” 
That’s all he says…“You say,” is absolutely 
in the center. It is beautifully ambiguous. 
It will not admit to a direct answer. It is not 
a yes and it is not a no.



It is not a yes and it is not a no.

The depth of Jesus’ response



Luke 23:1-12
1 Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 2 And 

they began to accuse him, saying, “We have found this man 
subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar 

and claims to be Messiah, a king.” 
3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?”

“You have said so,” Jesus replied. 
4 Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I 

find no basis for a charge against this man.” 

Pilate and Jesus
Pilate prepares to release Jesus



“If in this scene Pilate finds no basis for an accusation 
against Jesus, this is not because Jesus and his message 
constitute no threat to Rome; rather, one can conclude 
from this only that Pilate has thus far been unable to 
discern any such threat.

~Joel Green, New International Commentary 
of the New Testament , The Gospel of Luke



Luke 23:1-12
5 But they insisted, “He stirs up the people all over Judea by his 
teaching. He started in Galilee and has come all the way here.” 

6 On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. 7 When 
he learned that Jesus was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him 

to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. 

Pilate and Jesus
The whole assembly won’t yield



Luke 23:1-12
5 But they insisted, “He stirs up the people all over Judea by his 
teaching. He started in Galilee and has come all the way here.” 

6 On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. 7 When 
he learned that Jesus was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him 

to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. 

Pilate and Jesus
The buck gets passed to Herod



James Tissot, public domain



Luke 23:1-12
8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a 
long time he had been wanting to see him. From what he had 
heard about him, he hoped to see him perform a sign of some 

sort. 9 He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no 
answer. 10 The chief priests and the teachers of the law were 

standing there, vehemently accusing him. 11 Then Herod and his 
soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant 
robe, they sent him back to Pilate. 12 That day Herod and Pilate 

became friends—before this they had been enemies. 

Herod and Jesus
Herod’s “interest” in seeing Jesus



Mark 6:18-20
18 John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to 

have your brother’s wife.” 19 And Herodias had a grudge 
against him and wanted to put him to death. But she could not, 
20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and 

holy man, and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he was 
greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. 



Luke 23:1-12
8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a 
long time he had been wanting to see him. From what he had 
heard about him, he hoped to see him perform a sign of some 

sort. 9 He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no 
answer. 10 The chief priests and the teachers of the law were 

standing there, vehemently accusing him. 11 Then Herod and his 
soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant 
robe, they sent him back to Pilate. 12 That day Herod and Pilate 

became friends—before this they had been enemies. 

Herod and Jesus
The whole assembly won’t yield



Luke 23:1-12
8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a 
long time he had been wanting to see him. From what he had 
heard about him, he hoped to see him perform a sign of some 

sort. 9 He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no 
answer. 10 The chief priests and the teachers of the law were 

standing there, vehemently accusing him. 11 Then Herod and his 
soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant 
robe, they sent him back to Pilate. 12 That day Herod and Pilate 

became friends—before this they had been enemies. 

Herod and Jesus
The injustice enacted upon Jesus – Does anyone see? 







Genesis 16:13
13 She gave this name to the Lord who spoke to her: “You are 
the God who sees me,” for she said, “I have now seen the One 

who sees me.”



Luke 23:1-12
8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a 
long time he had been wanting to see him. From what he had 
heard about him, he hoped to see him perform a sign of some 

sort. 9 He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no 
answer. 10 The chief priests and the teachers of the law were 

standing there, vehemently accusing him. 11 Then Herod and his 
soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant 
robe, they sent him back to Pilate. 12 That day Herod and Pilate 

became friends—before this they had been enemies. 

Herod and Pilate



Acts 4:27-28
27 “Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the 

Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against 
your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did what 
your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 



Gospel Application



Gospel Application

Do you believe God sees everything?



Gospel Application

Do you believe God sees everything?

Do you believe God sees you?



Gospel Application

Do you believe God sees everything?

Do you believe God sees you?

Do you see him?
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