






Why are all these people here? Why are 
they wearing funny hats? Why does the 

little girl in the middle of it all keep 
opening parcels? And why, oh why is 
someone trying to set fire to that cake? 
Every time you try to answer him, it 
seems to make him more puzzled. 

‘It’s her birthday!’ 
‘You mean she’s just been born?’ 

‘No – she was born ten years ago!’ 
‘So what’s special about that?’

~N.T. Wright, The 
Meal Jesus Gave Us



‘We always do this each year.’ 
‘What’s a year?’ 

‘It’s when … well, you know, 365 days.’ 
‘It isn’t with us … but never mind. Why 

are they giving her things?’ 
‘Because it’s her birthday.’ 

‘Why do you give people things on their 
birthday?’ 

‘Because we always do … I guess – I 
suppose – I guess it’s to tell them we think 

they’re special.’

~N.T. Wright, The 
Meal Jesus Gave Us



‘Isn’t everybody special?’
‘Well, yes … but on your birthday you’re 

extra special.’ 
‘So why are you wearing those funny 

hats? Are they special too?’ 
‘Well, yes, in a way … they’re to make the 

day different.’ 
‘And why are they setting fire to the 

cake?’
‘They aren’t – those are candles.’

~N.T. Wright, The 
Meal Jesus Gave Us



‘But why are you lighting candles? It’s 
quite light in this room – I can see you 

perfectly well.’ 
‘We always do … I guess it’s because it 

makes the party special again.’ 
‘But why do you put them on the cake?’ 
‘I dunno. We just always do. Everybody 

does.’ 
‘We don’t … but never mind. Why do you 

all eat things to celebrate someone’s 
birthday?’ 

~N.T. Wright, The 
Meal Jesus Gave Us



‘Now there you’ve got me. I don’t know. 

But who cares? Here, shut up a minute 
and have some cake …

~N.T. Wright, The 
Meal Jesus Gave Us





7Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the 
Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 Jesus sent Peter and 

John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to eat 
the Passover.”

9 “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked.
10He replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar 

of water will meet you. 

Luke 22:7-20



Follow him to the house that he enters, 11 and say to the 
owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is the 
guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my 

disciples?’ 12He will show you a large room upstairs, all 
furnished. Make preparations there.”

13They left and found things just as Jesus had told 
them. So they prepared the Passover.

Luke 22:7-20



14When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at 
the table. 15And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired 
to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16For I tell 
you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the 

kingdom of God.”

17After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take 
this and divide it among you.18For I tell you I will not 

drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom 
of God comes.”

Luke 22:7-20



19And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave 
it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do 

this in remembrance of me.”

20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

which is poured out for you.

Luke 22:7-20



I. Delivering from Oppression and Futility

Essentials of the Exodus



I. Delivering from Oppression and Futility
II. Reaffirming the Covenant

Essentials of the Exodus



I. Delivering from Oppression and Futility
II. Reaffirming the Covenant

III. Providing the Means of Atonement

Essentials of the Exodus



I. Delivering from Oppression and Futility
II. Reaffirming the Covenant

III. Providing the Means of Atonement
IV. Proclaiming the Victory of God

Essentials of the Exodus



I. Delivering from Oppression and Futility
II. Reaffirming the Covenant

III. Providing the Means of Atonement
IV. Proclaiming the Victory of God

V. Guaranteeing Hope  for the Future

Essentials of the Exodus



7Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the 
Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 Jesus sent Peter and 

John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to eat 
the Passover.”

I. The Setup





7Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the 
Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 Jesus sent Peter and 

John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to eat 
the Passover.”

I. The Setup



“If he believed that the kingdom was not merely a 
future event, waiting round some corner yet to be 
negotiated, but was actually bursting in upon the 

present moment, it would make sense to anticipate 
Passover night, celebrating a strange new Passover 

that would carry a kingdom-in-the-present 
meaning. And if he really believed that the Temple 
was due for destruction, that it had been solemnly 
judged by YHWH and found wanting, he might 

well regard it as appropriate that he should behave 
as though already without the Temple, and 

celebrate his Passover meal without recourse to the 
system he had denounced, and whose imminent 

downfall he had predicted.”

~N.T. Wright, Jesus 
and the Victory of 

God



9 “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked.
10He replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar 

of water will meet you. 
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There is no such thing as “secular” work.

Are you open to being a part of God’s 
redemptive plan, even in the most unlikely of 

scenarios?

Gospel Application



14When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at 
the table. 15And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired 
to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16For I tell 
you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the 

kingdom of God.”

17After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take 
this and divide it among you.18For I tell you I will not 

drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom 
of God comes.”
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19And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave 
it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do 

this in remembrance of me.”

20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

which is poured out for you.
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31 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will 
make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with 
the people of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant I 

made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand 
to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my 

covenant, though I was a husband to them,” declares the 
Lord. 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 



33 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of 
Israel after that time,” declares the Lord. “I will put my 
law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be 
their God, and they will be my people. 34 No longer will 
they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know 
the Lord,’ because they will all know me, from the least 
of them to the greatest,” declares the Lord. “For I will 
forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins 

no more.”

Jeremiah 31:31-34 



I. Jesus Delivers us from Oppression and Futility
II. Jesus Reaffirms God’s Covenant promises
III. Jesus Provides the Means of Atonement

IV. Jesus Proclaims the Victory of God
V. Jesus Guarantees Hope  for the Future
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23For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to 
you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way, after supper he 

took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.”

26For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, 
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

III. The Meaning – 1 Corinthians 11:23-26



“All of this is summed up in this brilliant 
little sentence of Paul’s, ‘You proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes.’
The present moment (‘ whenever’) 

somehow holds together the one-off past 
event (‘ the Lord’s death’) and the great 

future when God’s world will be remade 
under Jesus’ loving rule (‘ until he 

comes’). 
Past and future come rushing together 
into the present, pouring an ocean of 

meaning into the little bottle of ‘now’. “

~N.T. Wright, The 
Meal Jesus Gave Us
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