
Luke 20:41-21:4
41Then Jesus said to them, “Why is it said 
that the Messiah is the son of David?  
42David himself declares in the Book of 
Psalms: “ ‘The Lord said to my Lord: 

“Sit at my right hand 43until I make your 
enemies a footstool for your feet.” ’  44 David 
calls him ‘Lord.’ How then can he be his 

son?”
45While all the people were listening, 
Jesus said to his disciples, 46“Beware 
of the teachers of the law.  They like to 

walk around in flowing robes and love 
to be greeted with respect in the market-

places and have the most important seats 
in the synagogues and the places of honor 
at banquets.  47They devour widows’ houses 
and for a show make lengthy prayers. These 

men will be punished most severely.”
1As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich 
putting their gifts into the temple trea-
sury.  2He also saw a poor widow put in 
two very small copper coins.  3“Truly I 

tell you,” he said, “this poor widow has 
put in more than all the others.  4All these 
people gave their gifts out of their wealth; 

but she out of her poverty put in all she 
had to live on.”

2 Samuel 7:11b-13
11b“ ‘The Lord declares to you that the 

Lord himself will establish a house for you: 
12When your days are over and you rest 
with your ancestors, I will raise up your 

offspring to succeed you, your own flesh 
and blood, and I will establish his king-
dom.  13He is the one who will build a 
house for my Name, and I will establish 
the throne of his kingdom forever.

Luke 19:11
While they were listening to this, he went 

on to tell them a parable, because he was 
near Jerusalem and the people thought that 
the kingdom of God was going to appear at 
once.

Introduction - Power Struggle 

I. The Authority if Jesus 

     a. “Son of David” 

     b. “Son of God” 
 

II. The Authority of the Teachers of 
the Law 

     a. Self prescribed image 

     b. Self prescribed honor 

     c. God prescribed judgment 

     d. The Manipulation of a 
 Religious System 
 

Gospel Application - Who is the 
  authority in your life?
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Luke 19:47-48
47Every day he was teaching at the temple. But the 

chief priests, the teachers of the law and the leaders 
among the people were trying to kill him. 48Yet they 

could not find a way to do it, because the people hung 
on his words.”



Luke 20:1-2
1 One day as Jesus was teaching the people in the 

temple courts and proclaiming the good news, the chief 
priests and the teachers of the law, together with the 

elders, came up to him. 2 “tell us by what authority you 
are doing these things,” they said. “Who gave you this 

authority?”



Luke 20:19-20
19The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked 

for a way to arrest him immediately, because they knew 
he had spoken this parable against them. But they were 

afraid of the people. 20Keeping a close watch on him, 
they sent spies, who pretended to be sincere. They 

hoped to catch Jesus in something he said, so that they 
might hand him over to the power and authority of the 

governor.



Luke 20:21-22
21So the spies questioned him: “Teacher, we know that 
you speak and teach what is right, and that you do not 
show partiality but teach the way of God in accordance 
with the truth. 22Is it right for us to pay taxes to Caesar 

or not?”



Luke 20:27-33
27Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no 

resurrection, came to Jesus with a question…33“Now 
then, at the resurrection whose wife will she be, since 

the seven were married to her?”



Luke 20:39-40
39Some of the teachers of the law responded, “Well said, 

teacher!” 40And no one dared to ask him any more 
questions.







Luke 20:41-21:4
41Then Jesus said to them, “Why is it that the Messiah is 
the son of David? 42David himself declares in the Book 

of Psalms:

“The Lord said to my Lord:
Sit at my right hand

43until I make your enemies 
a footstool for your feet.”

44David calls him ‘Lord.’ How then can he be his son?”



Luke 20:41-21:4
45While all the people were listening, Jesus said to his 

disciples, 46“Beware of the teachers of the law. They like 
to walk around in flowing robes and love to be greeted 

with respect in the marketplaces and have the most 
important seats in the synagogues and the places of 

honor at banquets. 47They devour widows’ houses and 
for a show make lengthy prayers. These men will be 

punished most severely.”



Luke 20:41-21:4
1As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts 
into the temple treasury. 2He also saw a poor widow 

put in two very small copper coins. 3“Truly I tell you,” 
he said, “this poor widow has put in more than all the 
others. 4All these people gave out of their wealth; but 
she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”



The Authority of Jesus
Vs.

The Authority of the Teachers of the Law



Luke 20:41
41Then Jesus said to them, “Why is it that the Messiah is 

the son of David?” 

The Authority of Jesus
“Son of David”



2 Sam 7:11b – 13
11b“The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will 
establish a house for you: 12When your days are over 
and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your 

offspring to succeed you, and your own flesh and 
blood, and I will establish his kingdom. 13He is the one 

who will build a house for my Name, and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom forever.”



Luke 2:31-33
31“You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you 

are to call him Jesus. 32He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give 

him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign 
over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will 

never end.”



Luke 20:42

The Authority of Jesus
“Son of David”

&
“Son of God”



Luke 20:41-21:4
41Then Jesus said to them, “Why is it that the Messiah is 
the son of David? 42David himself declares in the Book 

of Psalms:

“The Lord said to my Lord:
Sit at my right hand

43until I make your enemies 
a footstool for your feet.”

44David calls him ‘Lord.’ How then can he be his son?”



11 While they were listening to this, he went on to tell 
them a parable, because he was near Jerusalem and the
people thought that the kingdom of God was going to 

appear at once. 

~Luke 19:11

Luke 19:11



Luke 20:41-21:4
41Then Jesus said to them, “Why is it that the Messiah is 
the son of David? 42David himself declares in the Book 

of Psalms:

“The Lord said to my Lord:
Sit at my right hand

43until I make your enemies 
a footstool for your feet.”

44David calls him ‘Lord.’ How then can he be his son?”



““Sit at my right hand” refers to the ascription of honor (cf. 1 Kgs
2:9), but the present text leaves open-ended how this might take 
place. Similarly, the reference to “enemies” in the psalmic
citation (v 43) cannot be overlooked in this hostile co-text (ch.
20), even if it is not yet clear how Jesus’ enemies, the Jewish 
leadership attached to the Jerusalem temple, will be subdued 
before Jesus. Only in Luke’s second volume, in the Pentecost 
address of Peter (esp. Acts 2:34-36), do we learn how Jesus will 
be honored as “Lord.” His exaltation to the right hand of God 
and installation as “Lord” come via his resurrection and 
ascension, which together constitute his divine vindication.

~ Joel B. Green, The Gospel of Luke, The New International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, 
MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1997), 724.



Luke 20:45-21:4

The Authority of the 
Teachers of the Law



“…by the time Judaea became a Roman 
province in AD 6, the ruling high-priestly 
family was firmly established, but without 
any solid claim to antiquity. Their interests 

thus lay in keeping the peace between 
Rome and an often discontented people. If 
this meant pacifying the Romans, they did 

so.” 
~N.T. Wright, 

The New 
Testament and 
the People of 

God



Self prescribed image

The Authority of the 
Teachers of the Law



Luke 20:41-21:4
45While all the people were listening, Jesus said to his 

disciples, 46“Beware of the teachers of the law. They like 
to walk around in flowing robes and love to be greeted 

with respect in the marketplaces and have the most 
important seats in the synagogues and the places of 

honor at banquets. 47They devour widows’ houses and 
for a show make lengthy prayers. These men will be 

punished most severely.”







1. Self prescribed image
2. Self prescribed honor

The Authority of the 
Teachers of the Law



Luke 20:41-21:4
45While all the people were listening, Jesus said to his 

disciples, 46“Beware of the teachers of the law. They like 
to walk around in flowing robes and love to be greeted 

with respect in the marketplaces and have the most 
important seats in the synagogues and the places of 

honor at banquets. 47They devour widows’ houses and 
for a show make lengthy prayers. These men will be 

punished most severely.”



“Even when likes eat with likes, one would expect in a strongly 
structured cosmos such as the first-century Jewish world that 
there be some sort of map of persons even at the meal, viz., some 
order of who sits where (see 1 Qsa 2.11-17). Seating 
arrangements signal and replicate one’s role and status in a 
group. As regards roles, we speak of the ‘head’ table at a 
banquet. We expect there to be a leader of the feast,…who 
presides over the meal and seats guests, pours wine, leads the 
conversation, etc. (Collins 1984:32-33). As regards seating 
positions and status, the ‘right hand’ of the host is traditionally 
the ‘place of honor’ (see Luke 20:42; Acts 2:33).

~ Jerome H. Neyrey, The Social World of Luke-Acts, (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, Inc., 1991), 364.





1. Self prescribed image
2. Self prescribed honor

3. God prescribed judgment

The Authority of the 
Teachers of the Law



Luke 20:41-21:4
45While all the people were listening, Jesus said to his 

disciples, 46“Beware of the teachers of the law. They like 
to walk around in flowing robes and love to be greeted 

with respect in the marketplaces and have the most 
important seats in the synagogues and the places of 

honor at banquets. 47They devour widows’ houses and 
for a show make lengthy prayers. These men will be 

punished most severely.”



“Jesus’ pronouncement of judgment on such persons is subtly 
ironic: Seeking abundance in the public arena of status and 
honor, they will instead receive abundance in the area of divine 
condemnation. Insofar as Jesus and the Jerusalem leadership 
have been ensconced in a struggle over who has authority to 
interpret Scripture faithfully and to lead the people, this 
indictment against the scribes is devastating.

~ Joel B. Green, The Gospel of Luke, The New International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, 
MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1997), 728.



The Authority of the 
Teachers of the Law

The Manipulation 
of a 

Religious System



Luke 20:41-21:4
1As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts 
into the temple treasury. 2He also saw a poor widow 

put in two very small copper coins. 3“Truly I tell you,” 
he said, “this poor widow has put in more than all the 
others. 4All these people gave out of their wealth; but 
she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”



Luke 20:41-21:4
1As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts 
into the temple treasury. 2He also saw a poor widow 

put in two very small copper coins. 3“Truly I tell you,” 
he said, “this poor widow has put in more than all the 
others. 4All these people gave out of their wealth; but 
she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”



“Little copper scale-like coins [were] equivalent in value to a 
farthing. According to the Jewish laws at that time it was not 
permissible to cast in less than two gifts.

~ Norval Geldenhuys, Commentary on the Gospel of Luke, The International 
Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans 

Publishing Co., 1979), 521.



Luke 20:41-21:4
1As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts 
into the temple treasury. 2He also saw a poor widow 

put in two very small copper coins. 3“Truly I tell you,” 
he said, “this poor widow has put in more than all the 
others. 4All these people gave out of their wealth; but 
she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”



“In this case, just as Jesus indicts the religious leadership for 
consuming the homes of widows, so now he laments the travesty 
of a religious system that has its effect the devouring of this 
widow’s livelihood. Note that in no way does Luke suggest that 
Jesus finds the widow’s actions exemplary or praiseworthy. How 
could he, when the religious system was supposed to care for 
such as these (cf. Acts 6:1-6), not render them utterly destitute? 
Jesus’ mission is to bring good news to the poor, including this 
widow, not to impoverish the poor even further.

~ Joel B. Green, The Gospel of Luke, The New International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, 
MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1997), 728.



Gospel Application

Who is the Authority in Your life?
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