
Luke 20:27-40
27Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no 
resurrection, came to Jesus with a question.  
28“Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for 

us that if a man’s brother dies and leaves a 
wife but no children, the man must marry the 
widow and raise up offspring for his brother.  

29Now there were seven brothers. The first 
one married a woman and died childless. 

30The second 31and then the third married 
her, and in the same way the seven died, 
leaving no children.  32Finally, the woman 

died too.  33Now then, at the resurrection 
whose wife will she be, since the seven were 

married to her?”
34Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry 
and are given in marriage.  35But those who are 
considered worthy of taking part in the age to 
come and in the resurrection from the dead 

will neither marry nor be given in marriage, 
36and they can no longer die; for they are 
like the angels.  They are God’s children, 
since they are children of the resurrection.  

37But in the account of the burning bush, 
even Moses showed that the dead rise, for he 

calls the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’  38He is not 

the God of the dead, but of the living, for to 
him all are alive.”

39 Some of the teachers of the law respond-
ed, “Well said, teacher!”  40And no one 
dared to ask him any more questions.

Deuteronomy 25:5-6
5If brothers are living together and one of them 
dies without a son, his widow must not marry 

outside the family.  Her husband’s brother 
shall take her and marry her and fulfill the 
duty of a brother-in-law to her.  6The first 
son she bears shall carry on the name of the 
dead brother so that his name will not be 
blotted out from Israel.

Exodus 3:6
Then he said, “I am the God of your father, 

the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and 
the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, 
because he was afraid to look at God.
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• Luke 20:19 - The teachers of the law and the chief 
priests looked for a way to arrest 
[Jesus] immediately…

• Luke 20:20 - They hoped to catch Jesus in something 
he said, so that they might hand him over to the 
power and authority of the governor.
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27 Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no 
resurrection, came to Jesus with a question.
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Acts 23:6-8
6Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the 
others Pharisees, called out in the Sanhedrin, “My brothers, I am 
a Pharisee, descended from Pharisees. I stand on trial because of 
the hope of the resurrection of the dead.” 7When he said this, a 

dispute broke out between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and 
the assembly was divided. 8 (The Sadducees say that there is no 

resurrection, and that there are neither angels nor spirits, but the 
Pharisees believe all these things.)

Did not believe in the resurrection



The Sadducees Question/Trap



Luke 20:28
28 “Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for us that if a 
man’s brother dies and leaves a wife but no children, 

the man must marry the widow and raise up offspring 
for his brother.
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Deuteronomy 25:5-6
5 If brothers are living together and one of them dies 

without a son, his widow must not marry outside the 
family. Her husband’s brother shall take her and marry 
her and fulfill the duty of a brother-in-law to her.6 The 
first son she bears shall carry on the name of the dead 
brother so that his name will not be blotted out from 

Israel.
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Luke 20:29-33
29 Now there were seven brothers. The first one married 

a woman and died childless.30 The second 31 and then 
the third married her, and in the same way the seven 
died, leaving no children. 32 Finally, the woman died 

too. 33 Now then, at the resurrection whose wife will she 
be, since the seven were married to her?”
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“Assuming the presupposition that life in the 
resurrection is an exact counterpart to earthly life, the 
resurrected woman would be guilty of sevenfold 
incest—exponential and eternal carnality! Or if not, she 
must arbitrarily be designated the wife of one of the 
brothers. But which one? Or (and this is the answer the 
Sadducees hoped for) the entire notion of the 
resurrection must be absurd. 

~ R. Kent Hughes, Luke: That You May Know the Truth, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1998).
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given in marriage. 35 But those who are considered 
worthy of taking part in the age to come and in the 

resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be 
given in marriage, 36 and they can no longer die; for 
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Jesus’ Defense – Part 1



“Jesus says three things about the immortality of the resurrected 
in verse 36: 1) “they are like the angels,” 2) “they are God’s 
children,” and 3) “they are children of the resurrection.” These 
phrases are mutually descriptive of the eternal state of the 
redeemed—each phrase describes the other.

The first phrase (“they are like the angels”) is particularly 
revealing because it teaches us by comparison. We will be like 
the angels in beauty and strength. Our bodies will have powers 
of which we now have no conception. We will have an enlarged 
mental capacity and a greater spiritual range. We have been 
“sown in weakness” but will be “raised in power” (1 Corinthians 
15:43).



“Like the angels, our character will be faultless. The angels 
perfectly do God’s will. We now pray, “Thy will be done on 
earth, as it is in heaven,” but there we will always do his will! 
There we will have no unrighteous desires, no covetous cravings, 
no proud thoughts, no depressions of spirit, no pulls of self-will, 
no inclinations to sin. Our habitual sins that afflict us so much 
will finally be gone.

Like the angels, we will perpetually worship God. They cast 
their crowns before him. Cherubim and seraphim veil their faces, 
but they all sing. And we will have even more than they to sing 
about because we have been redeemed.



“Joy will ever be our emotion because it is the emotion of Heaven. 
To be like angels is to be like God’s children and children of the 
resurrection! Jesus obliterated the Sadducees’ ridiculous 
theological notion of a crass earth-like continuity between this 
age and the next.

~ R. Kent Hughes, Luke: That You May Know the Truth, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1998).



Luke 20:37-38
37 But in the account of the burning bush, even Moses 
showed that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord ‘the 

God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob.’ 38 He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, 

for to him all are alive.”

Jesus’ Defense – Part 2



Exodus 3:6
Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At 
this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look 

at God.

Jesus’ Defense – Part 2



“Jesus’ logic was: God’s statement (present tense), “I am the God of 
your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of 
Jacob” (Exodus 3:6), makes no sense if they are not presently alive. 
If someone comes to you and says, “I was your father’s (or your 
mother’s) friend,” it may be because your parent is dead or there 
has been a change in their relationship. But if one comes to you and 
says, “I am your father’s (or mother’s) friend,” that conveys two 
things: the existence of your parent and the ongoing relationship. So 
when God said, not “I was the God of Abraham, but I am,” he was 
declaring not only Abraham’s existence, but his ongoing 
relationship with him. To put it another way, if Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob are nothing but dust, God cannot now be their God! 

~ R. Kent Hughes, Luke: That You May Know the Truth, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1998).
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What does it look like for us to live like 
the resurrection is real?



• Praise Jesus for his death and resurrection
• Live a life that glorifies God
• Live generously
• Live with joy
• Make relationships a priority
• Share the good news of Jesus with others
• Invest in the only marriage that will last for eternity

What does it look like for us to live like 
the resurrection is real?
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Gospel Application
Are you living like the resurrection is real?

Are you trusting that God knows what is best for 
you?
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