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Westley: That doesn’t leave much time 
for dilly-dallying



I.The People (The Crowds)

II.The Chief Priests/Elders/Teachers of the Law 
(The Sadducees)

III.Jesus

The Main Actors in this Drama



11 While they were listening to this, he went on to tell 
them a parable, because he was near Jerusalem and the 
people thought that the kingdom of God was going to 

appear at once. 

~Luke 19:11

I. “The People”



37 When he came near the place where the road goes 
down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples 

began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the 
miracles they had seen:

38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the 
Lord!”

“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”

~Luke 19:37-38

I. “The People”



47 Every day he was teaching at the temple. But the chief 
priests, the teachers of the law and the leaders among 

the people were trying to kill him…

1 Jesus was teaching the people in the temple courts and 
proclaiming the good news, the chief priests and the 

teachers of the law, together with the elders, came up to 
him…

~Luke 19:47; 20:1

II. The Sadducees



Pharisees

Eradicate itNon-Jewish 
ways of life?

Sadducees

Make peace with it



“The Romans chose to elevate, and work 
with, local landowners, who were thus 
given a position for which their family 
status would not have prepared them. 

Herod, in addition, had carefully disposed 
of the Hasmonean dynasty, and, since 

there was no question of becoming high 
priest himself, he took care that the office 
should be held by people who posed no 
threat to him personally, as a dynamic or 
well-born high priest might easily have 

done. 

~N.T. Wright, The 
New Testament and 

the People of God



Thus, by the time Judaea became a Roman 
province in AD 6, the ruling high-priestly 
family was firmly established, but without 
any solid claim to antiquity. Their interests 

thus lay in keeping the peace between 
Rome and an often discontented people. If 
this meant pacifying the Romans, they did 

so.” 
~N.T. Wright, The 
New Testament and 

the People of God
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De facto influence 
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Pharisees

Eradicate it

De facto influence 
amongst the people

Ambiguous because 
of those ruling it, but 
ultimately necessary

Non-Jewish 
ways of life?

Power?

Temple?

Sadducees

Make peace with it

Officially authorized by 
the Roman Government

The center of all Jewish 
life, and the means by 

which their wealth and 
power were maintained



To the [elders], and particularly to the 
chief priests, the Temple was…their 

power-base, the economic and political 
center of the country. It was because they 
controlled the Temple that they were who 

they were. It gave powerful religious 
legitimation to the status which they had 

been granted under the Romans and 
Herod.” 

~N.T. Wright, The 
New Testament and 

the People of God
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41As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept 
over it 42 and said, “If you, even you, had only known on 

this day what would bring you peace—but now it is 
hidden from your eyes. 43The days will come upon you 
when your enemies will build an embankment against 

you and encircle you and hem you in on every 
side. 44They will dash you to the ground, you and the 

children within your walls. They will not leave one stone 
on another, because you did not recognize the time of 

God’s coming to you.”  ~Luke 19:41-44

Who is Jesus?



1. Son of God – The true embodiment of all that Israel 
was supposed to be and do

2. Messiah/Savior – The true deliverer from Israel’s true 
enemy

3. Temple – The true means of redemption from sin

Who is Jesus?



9 He went on to tell the people this parable: “A man 
planted a vineyard, rented it to some farmers and went 

away for a long time. 10 At harvest time he sent a servant 
to the tenants so they would give him some of the fruit 
of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him 

away empty-handed. 11 He sent another servant, but that 
one also they beat and treated shamefully and sent away 

empty-handed. 12 He sent still a third, and they 
wounded him and threw him out. 

Luke 20:9-19



13 “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I 
do? I will send my son, whom I love; perhaps they will 

respect him.’

14 “But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter 
over. ‘This is the heir,’ they said. ‘Let’s kill him, and the 
inheritance will be ours.’ 15 So they threw him out of the 

vineyard and killed him. 

Luke 20:9-19



“What then will the owner of the vineyard do to 
them? 16 He will come and kill those tenants and give the 

vineyard to others.” When the people heard this, they 
said, “God forbid!”

17 Jesus looked directly at them and asked, “Then what is 
the meaning of that which is written:

“‘The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone’? 

Luke 20:9-19



18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to 
pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.” 

19The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for 
a way to arrest him immediately, because they knew he 

had spoken this parable against them. But they were 
afraid of the people.

Luke 20:9-19
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1 I will sing for the one I love, a song about his vineyard: 
My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside. 2 He 

dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with the 
choicest vines. He built a watchtower in it and cut out a 

winepress as well. Then he looked for a crop of good 
grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit.

3 “Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of 
Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 4 What more 
could have been done for my vineyard than I have done 
for it? When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield 

only bad? 

Isaiah 5:1-7



5 Now I will tell you what I am going to do to my 
vineyard: I will take away its hedge, and it will be 
destroyed; I will break down its wall, and it will be 

trampled. 6 I will make it a wasteland, neither pruned 
nor cultivated, and briers and thorns will grow there. I 

will command the clouds not to rain on it.”

7 The vineyard of the Lord Almighty is the nation of 
Israel, and the people of Judah are the vines he delighted 

in.

Isaiah 5:1-7
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“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you 
who kill the prophets and 
stone those sent to you…

~Luke 13:34



13 “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I 
do? I will send my son, whom I love; perhaps they will 

respect him.’

14 “But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter 
over. ‘This is the heir,’ they said. ‘Let’s kill him, and the 
inheritance will be ours.’ 15 So they threw him out of the 

vineyard and killed him. 
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Right now, we’re standing in a moment of God’s 
“perhaps.”

How will we respond?

Gospel Application
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“What then will the owner of the vineyard do to 
them? 16 He will come and kill those tenants and give the 

vineyard to others.” 

When the people heard this, they said, “God forbid!”

Luke 20:9-19
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to Zeus in the temple and sacrifices a 

pig on it (167BC)

Caligula made plans to set up a 
statue of himself in the temple but 

died before he could (40-41AD)  

Titus destroyed Jerusalem, including 
the temple and stole its treasures 

(70AD)



17 Jesus looked directly at them and asked, “Then what is 
the meaning of that which is written:

“‘The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone’? 

18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to 
pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.” 

Luke 20:9-19



19The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for 
a way to arrest him immediately, because they knew he 

had spoken this parable against them. But they were 
afraid of the people.

Luke 20:9-19



20And so, keeping a close watch on him, they sent spies, 
who pretended to be sincere. They hoped to catch Jesus 
in something he said, so that they might hand him over 

to the power and authority of the governor. 21 So the 
spies questioned him: 

“Teacher, we know that you speak and teach what is 
right, and that you do not show partiality but teach the 
way of God in accordance with the truth. 22 Is it right for 

us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”

Luke 20:20-26



23He saw through their duplicity and said to 
them, 24 “Show me a denarius. Whose image and 

inscription are on it?”
“Caesar’s,” they replied.

25He said to them, “Then give back to Caesar what is 
Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”

26They were unable to trap him in what he had said in 
the presence of the people. And astonished by his 

answer, they became silent.

Luke 20:20-26



I.The Goal

II.The Stakes

III.The Statement

Paying the Temple Tax



1. …to catch Jesus in something he said, so that they 
might hand him over to the power and authority of 

the governor. (v. 20)

2. …to trap him in what he had said in the presence of 
the people. (v. 26)

I. What was the Sadducees’ Goal?





1. If he said, “Yes, pay the tax…”

2. If he said, “No, don’t pay the tax…”

II. What was at Stake in His Answer?



Would this be the moment when Jesus would be 
smoked out of his hiding, and reveal himself as a 
real revolutionary at last? Or would he in the end 

line up with the ruling elite in their heavily 
compromised liaison with Rome?

Jesus’ Temple-action is bound to have raised 
questions like these. His onlookers’ minds were not 

blank slates. Nor were they those of modern 
western democrats. They were stocked…with 

stories and symbols about kingdom, slavery, battle, 
and freedom. Among the older stories, of course, 
there was the exodus: Pharaoh’s unjust rule led to 

the great moment of liberation.

~N.T. Wright, Jesus 
and the Victory of 

God



Among the not so old was the Maccabaean revolt: 
when the pagans seemed to have won, Israel’s god 

acted. Among the very recent was the revolt of 
Judas the Galilean: loyal Jews should not pay taxes 
to Caesar, since they have no master, no [King], but 

YHWH himself. 

The two Judases, Maccabaean and Galilean, provide 
the echo-chamber in which questions of kingdom 
and freedom such as this brief exchange must be 

heard. Temple, taxes, revolution and Messiahship 
all went together. Here (the onlookers would think) 

was another Temple-cleanser, another Galilean.

~N.T. Wright, Jesus 
and the Victory of 

God



23He saw through their duplicity and said to 
them, 24 “Show me a denarius. Whose image and 

inscription are on it?”

“Caesar’s,” they replied.

III.What did Jesus actually say?





“Then give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s…”

1. Just pay the tax

2. “Judas Maccabaeus has been a mighty warrior from his 
youth; he shall command the army for you and fight 
the battle against the peoples. You shall rally around 
you all who observe the law, and avenge the wrong 
done to your people. Pay back the Gentiles in full, and 
obey the commands of the law.” ~1 Macc. 2:66-68

III.What did Jesus actually say?



“…and [give] to God what is God’s.”

1. Worship the true God as he deserves

1. “Give to YHWH, and to him alone, the divine honor 
claimed blasphemously by Caesar. This is not a 
summons to a detached piety. It is a call to renounce 
paganism, and to worship and serve the true god and 
no one else.” ~ NT Wright, Jesus and the Victory of God

III.What did Jesus actually say?



Had he told them to revolt? Had he 
told them to pay the tax? He had done 

neither. He had done both. 

Nobody could deny that the saying 
was revolutionary, but nor could 

anyone say that Jesus had forbidden 
payment of the tax.~N.T. Wright, Jesus 

and the Victory of 
God



26They were unable to trap him in what he had said in 
the presence of the people. And astonished by his 

answer, they became silent.

III.What did Jesus actually say?



The saying is thus not simply a coded protest 
against paganism (in other words, a coded 

call for revolution). It protests against Jewish 
compromise with paganism. Since Jesus 

regarded the drive towards revolution as just 
such a compromise, the saying functions as a 
further cryptic, riddling challenge to follow 

him in the real revolution, the real kingdom-
movement, the worship of the true god which 

is parodied not only by the blasphemous 
worship of Caesar but also by the abuse of the 

Temple as a talisman of nationalistic 
ambition. 

~N.T. Wright, Jesus 
and the Victory of 

God



If Tiberius Caesar is, according to the coin, the 
son of the divine Augustus, Israel is, 

according to scripture, the son of the creator 
God YHWH….Yes, Jesus is saying, there is a 
revolution about to happen, which is the true 
fulfillment of all your kingdom-dreams; but it 

will come about in a quite different way, 
through the true self-offering to YHWH of the 

true Israel. Jesus saw himself as the true 
Messiah, leading the true kingdom-

movement; Israel’s true response to YHWH 
would be to acknowledge him and follow his 

kingdom-agenda.

~N.T. Wright, Jesus 
and the Victory of 

God



Do you believe that God wants to speak to you 
through his Word?

Gospel Application



Do you believe that God wants to speak to you 
through his Word?

What is our response when we sense that 
scripture has “spoken against us?”

Gospel Application


	Luke80

