
Luke 18:31-43
31 Jesus took the Twelve aside and told 
them, “We are going up to Jerusalem, and 
everything that is written by the prophets 
about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. 

32 He will be delivered over to the Gentiles. 
They will mock him, insult him and spit on 

him; 33 they will flog him and kill him. On 
the third day he will rise again.” 34 The 

disciples did not understand any of this. 
Its meaning was hidden from them, 
and they did not know what he was 
talking about. 

35 As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind 
man was sitting by the roadside begging. 

36 When he heard the crowd going by, he 
asked what was happening. 37 They told 

him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” 
38 He called out, “Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” 39 Those who led 
the way rebuked him and told him to be 
quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son 

of David, have mercy on me!” 40 Jesus 
stopped and ordered the man to be brought 

to him. When he came near, Jesus asked him, 
41 “What do you want me to do for you?” 

“Lord, I want to see,” he replied. 42 Jesus 
said to him, “Receive your sight; your 
faith has healed you.” 43 Immediately 
he received his sight and followed Jesus, 

praising God. When all the people saw it, 
they also praised God. 

1 Corinthians 15:1-5
1 Now, brothers and sisters, I want to 

remind you of the gospel I preached to 
you, which you received and on which 
you have taken your stand. 2 By this 
gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly 

to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, 
you have believed in vain. 3 For what I re-

ceived I passed on to you as of first impor-
tance: that Christ died for our sins accord-
ing to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day according 
to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to 
Cephas, i and then to the Twelve.
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The Irony of Blindness
Luke 18:31-43



Luke 18:31-43
31 Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We are 

going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by 
the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. 

32 He will be delivered over to the Gentiles. They will 
mock him, insult him and spit on him; 33 they will flog 
him and kill him. On the third day he will rise again.” 

34 The disciples did not understand any of this. Its 
meaning was hidden from them, and they did not know 

what he was talking about. 



Luke 18:31-43
35 As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting 
by the roadside begging. 36 When he heard the crowd 
going by, he asked what was happening. 37 They told 

him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” 
38 He called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 

me!” 
39 Those who led the way rebuked him and told him to 

be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” 



Luke 18:31-43
40 Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to 
him. When he came near, Jesus asked him, 41 “What do 

you want me to do for you?” 
“Lord, I want to see,” he replied. 

42 Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has 
healed you.” 43 Immediately he received his sight and 
followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw 

it, they also praised God. 



Luke 18:31-33
31 Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We are 

going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by 
the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. 

32 He will be delivered over to the Gentiles. They will 
mock him, insult him and spit on him; 33 they will flog 
him and kill him. On the third day he will rise again.” 

34 The disciples did not understand any of this. Its 
meaning was hidden from them, and they did not know 

what he was talking about. 

Jesus predicts his death



If Jesus and the disciples texted

We are going up to Jerusalem,
and everything that is written
by the prophets about the Son
of Man will be fulfilled.

About 
time!



He will be delivered over to the
Gentiles.

lol. What? What
are you talking
about, Jesus?

If Jesus and the disciples texted



They will mock him, insult him,
and spit on him. 

If Jesus and the disciples texted



They will flog him and kill him.

If Jesus and the disciples texted



On the third day he will rise
again.

If Jesus and the disciples texted

Huh?



Luke 18:34
31 Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We are 

going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by 
the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. 

32 He will be delivered over to the Gentiles. They will 
mock him, insult him and spit on him; 33 they will flog 
him and kill him. On the third day he will rise again.” 

34 The disciples did not understand any of this. Its 
meaning was hidden from them, and they did not know 

what he was talking about. 

The disciples didn’t understand



1 Corinthians 15:1-5
1 Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the 

gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which 
you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if 

you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, 
you have believed in vain. 3 For what I received I passed on 

to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was 

raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and 
that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve.

“Of first importance”



“
Tripp, Paul David (2012-10-31). Dangerous Calling: Confronting 

the Unique Challenges of Pastoral Ministry (p. 113). Crossway. 

The great Princeton professor and theologian B. B. Warfield 
wrote this to his students: We are frequently told, indeed, 
that the great danger of the theological student lies 
precisely in his constant contact with divine things. They 
may come to seem common to him because they are 
customary…What powerful words of warning to everyone 
in ministry of any type: “The great danger . . . lies precisely 
in his constant contact with divine things.” What is the 
danger? 
It is that familiarity with the things of God will 
cause you to lose your awe.



Second

Sunday

Some day



Luke 18:35-36
35 As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting 
by the roadside begging. 36 When he heard the crowd 
going by, he asked what was happening. 37 They told 

him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” 
38 He called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 

me!” 
39 Those who led the way rebuked him and told him to 

be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” 

Who was this man?





“
~ R. Kent Hughes, Luke: That You May Know the Truth, 

Preaching the Word

The day had begun like any other day for the blind man. 
Waking up, he shook the straw from his shabby, torn 
garments, stretched, got to his feet, and began tapping his 
way along the familiar turns leading to the main gate of 
Jericho. Perhaps he was able to beg a crust of bread or two 
at some familiar stops along the way. Arriving at the gate 
he took his regular place with the other beggars, where he 
drew his greasy cloak tightly around him 
because, though it was spring, the sun had not 
yet dispelled the morning chill. 



“
~ R. Kent Hughes, Luke: That You May Know the Truth, 

Preaching the Word

As he sat there, just like so many days before, he listened to the 
city come to life—first a donkey loaded with melons for market, 
after that several women chatting as they bore pitchers toward 
the well, then the clomp of camels’ hooves. Soon Jericho 
abounded with the sounds of life, and the blind man was 
intoning his beggar’s cry. Suddenly the blind man tensed and 
lifted his head, for his blind-sensitive ears heard the hubbub of a 
great crowd approaching. First came young boys 
running ahead with shrill cries, then more people 
hurrying past the gate talking excitedly. The blind 
man, brushed by a robe, reached out and asked what 
was happening.



Luke 18:37
35 As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting 
by the roadside begging. 36 When he heard the crowd 
going by, he asked what was happening. 37 They told 

him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” 
38 He called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 

me!” 
39 Those who led the way rebuked him and told him to 

be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” 

“Jesus is coming”



Luke 18:38-39
35 As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting 
by the roadside begging. 36 When he heard the crowd 
going by, he asked what was happening. 37 They told 

him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” 
38 He called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 

me!” 
39 Those who led the way rebuked him and told him to 

be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” 

“Have mercy!”



Luke 4:18-19
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

because he has anointed me 
to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

The mission of Jesus



Luke 18:40
40 Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to 
him. When he came near, Jesus asked him, 41 “What do 

you want me to do for you?” 
“Lord, I want to see,” he replied. 

42 Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has 
healed you.” 43 Immediately he received his sight and 
followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw 

it, they also praised God. 

Jesus stops



“
~ R. Kent Hughes, Luke: That You May Know the Truth, 

Preaching the Word

Nothing could have stopped Christ from finishing his 
mission—no opposition, no pleading by loving, 
ignorant friends, no protesting Peter. 

But the humble cry of a needy blind man stopped 
him—“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”



Luke 18:40b-41a
40 Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to 
him. When he came near, Jesus asked him, 41 “What do 

you want me to do for you?” 
“Lord, I want to see,” he replied. 

42 Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has 
healed you.” 43 Immediately he received his sight and 
followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw 

it, they also praised God. 

THE question



Luke 18:40b-41a
40 Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to 
him. When he came near, Jesus asked him, 41 “What do 

you want me to do for you?” 
“Lord, I want to see,” he replied. 

42 Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has 
healed you.” 43 Immediately he received his sight and 
followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw 

it, they also praised God. 

Jesus heals and the people respond



Gospel application



Gospel application

“What do you want me to do for you?”
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