
Luke 17:1-10
11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, 
Jesus traveled along the border 
between Samaria and Galilee. 

12 As he was going into a village, 
ten men who had leprosy met him. 

They stood at a distance 13 and 
called out in a loud voice, “Je-
sus, Master, have pity on us!” 
14 When he saw them, he said, 

“Go, show yourselves to the 
priests.” And as they went, they 

were cleansed. 15 One of them, 
when he saw he was healed, came 
back, praising God in a loud voice. 

16 He threw himself at Jesus’ feet 
and thanked him—and he was a 
Samaritan. 17 Jesus asked, “Were 
not all ten cleansed? Where are 

the other nine? 18 Has no one re-
turned to give praise to God except 
this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to 

him, “Rise and go; your faith has 
made you well.” 

Romans 1:21-23
21 For although they knew God, 

they neither glorified him as God 
nor gave thanks to him, but their 

thinking became futile and their 
foolish hearts were darkened. 
22 Although they claimed to be 
wise, they became fools 23 and 

exchanged the glory of the im-
mortal God for images made to 

look like a mortal human being and 
birds and animals and reptiles.
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“Where are the nine?”
Luke 17:11-19



Luke 17:11-19
11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along 
the border between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was 
going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. 

They stood at a distance 13 and called out in a loud 
voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” 

14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to 
the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed. 



Luke 17:11-19
15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, 

praising God in a loud voice. 16 He threw himself at 
Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. 
17 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are 

the other nine? 18 Has no one returned to give praise to 
God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, 

“Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”



Luke 17:11
11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along 
the border between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was 
going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. 

They stood at a distance 13 and called out in a loud 
voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” 

14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to 
the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed. 

On his way…



A quick review of the relationship 
between Jews and Samaritans



John 4:7-9
7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus 
said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8 (His disciples 

had gone into the town to buy food.)
9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and 

I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a 
drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)

A quick review of the relationship 
between Jews and Samaritans



Luke 9:52-54
52 And Jesus sent messengers on ahead, who went into a 
Samaritan village to get things ready for him; 53 but the 

people there did not welcome him, because he was 
heading for Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and 
John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call 

fire down from heaven to destroy them?”

A quick review of the relationship 
between Jews and Samaritans



Luke 17:12-13
11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along 
the border between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was 
going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. 

They stood at a distance 13 and called out in a loud 
voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” 

14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to 
the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed. 

Jesus meets 10 men who had leprosy



What was it like to have leprosy?



Leviticus 13:45-46
45 “Anyone with such a defiling disease must wear torn 
clothes, let their hair be unkempt, cover the lower part of 
their face and cry out, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’ 46 As long as 
they have the disease they remain unclean. They must 

live alone; they must live outside the camp.”

What was it like to have leprosy?



Luke 17:12-13
11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along 
the border between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was 
going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. 

They stood at a distance 13 and called out in a loud 
voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” 

14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to 
the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed. 

Jesus meets 10 men who had leprosy



Luke 17:12-13
11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along 
the border between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was 
going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. 

They stood at a distance 13 and called out in a loud 
voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” 

14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to 
the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed. 

“They were cleansed.”



Why is it surprising that Jesus 
instructs them to see the priests?



Leviticus 14:1-3
1 The Lord said to Moses, 2 “These are the regulations 
for any diseased person at the time of their ceremonial 
cleansing, when they are brought to the priest: 3 The 
priest is to go outside the camp and examine them.”

Jesus instructs them to see the priests



Luke 17:12-13
11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along 
the border between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was 
going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. 

They stood at a distance 13 and called out in a loud 
voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” 

14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to 
the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed. 

“They were cleansed.”



Luke 17:15-16
15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, 

praising God in a loud voice. 16 He threw himself at 
Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. 
17 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are 

the other nine? 18 Has no one returned to give praise to 
God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, 

“Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”

One of them



Luke 17:15-16
15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back,

praising God in a loud voice. 16 He threw himself at 
Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. 
17 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are 

the other nine? 18 Has no one returned to give praise to 
God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, 

“Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”

One of them



“Jews are not the only ones who qualify for God’s 
messianic blessings; outsiders may receive the benefits 
of salvation and, indeed, may prove to be more 
discerning about Jesus’ identity and role within the 
divine plan than Jewish insiders. Salvation comes to 
this former leper apart from normal concerns 
with physical ancestry and religious purity.

~Joel Green, New International Commentary 
of the New Testament , The Gospel of Luke



Luke 17:15-16
15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back,

praising God in a loud voice. 16 He threw himself at 
Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. 
17 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are 

the other nine? 18 Has no one returned to give praise to 
God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, 

“Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”

One of them



Romans 1:21-23
21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified 
him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking 
became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 
23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 
images made to look like a mortal human being and 

birds and animals and reptiles. 

Praising and Thanking!



To measure your idolatry,
take the magnitude of your ingratitude



Luke 17:17-18
15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, 

praising God in a loud voice. 16 He threw himself at 
Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. 
17 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are 

the other nine? 18 Has no one returned to give praise to 
God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, 

“Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”

“Where are the nine?”





Luke 17:17-18
15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, 

praising God in a loud voice. 16 He threw himself at 
Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. 
17 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are 

the other nine? 18 Has no one returned to give praise to 
God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, 

“Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”

“Your faith has saved you!”



“
~ R. Kent Hughes, Luke: That You May Know the Truth, 

Preaching the Word

There is a deadly problem here—God was not the 
center of their gratitude. Note Jesus’ final question: 
“Was no one found to return and give praise to God 
except this foreigner?” (v. 18). Only the foreigner, the 
Samaritan, gave praise to God! Jesus’ words were clear: 
only the Samaritan who returned to praise God and 
offer thanksgiving to Christ himself had 
saving faith. Indeed, his gratitude and praise 
to God were signs of his saving faith.



A note of gratitude



Gospel application





Questions from Spurgeon to consider:

• Do you pray more than praise?

• Do you attend worship 
more than actually worship?

• Do you believe more than you praise? 
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