
Luke 14:25-35
25 Large crowds were traveling with 
Jesus, and turning to them he said: 
26 “If anyone comes to me and does 
not hate father and mother, wife and 

children, brothers and sisters—yes, even 
their own life—such a person cannot be 

my disciple. 27 And whoever does 
not carry their cross and follow me 
cannot be my disciple. 28 “Sup-
pose one of you wants to build a 
tower. Won’t you first sit down and 

estimate the cost to see if you have 
enough money to complete it? 29 For if 

you lay the foundation and are not able to 
finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule 

you, 30 saying, ‘This person began to 
build and wasn’t able to finish.’ 31 “Or 

suppose a king is about to go to war 
against another king. Won’t he first 
sit down and consider whether he is 

able with ten thousand men to oppose 
the one coming against him with twenty 

thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will 
send a delegation while the other is still 

a long way off and will ask for terms 
of peace. 33 In the same way, those of 
you who do not give up everything 

you have cannot be my disciples. 
34 “Salt is good, but if it loses its salti-

ness, how can it be made salty again? 35 It 
is fit neither for the soil nor for the ma-

nure pile; it is thrown out. “Whoever 
has ears to hear, let them hear.”

Colossians 3:1-4
1Since, then, you have been raised 

with Christ, set your hearts on things 
above, where Christ is, seated at the 

right hand of God. 2 Set your minds 
on things above, not on earthly things. 
3 For you died, and your life is now hid-
den with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, 

who is your life, appears, then you also 
will appear with him in glory. 
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Today’s Message:
Being a disciple of Jesus

Luke 14:25-35



Luke 14:25-35
25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to 
them he said: 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate 

father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—
yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my 

disciple. 27 And whoever does not carry their cross and 
follow me cannot be my disciple. 



Luke 14:25-35
28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you 

first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have 
enough money to complete it? 29 For if you lay the 

foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees 
it will ridicule you, 30 saying, ‘This person began to build 

and wasn’t able to finish.’ 



Luke 14:25-35
31 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another 

king. Won’t he first sit down and consider whether he is 
able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming 

against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he 
will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off 

and will ask for terms of peace. 



Luke 14:25-35
33 In the same way, those of you who do not give up 

everything you have cannot be my disciples. 
34 “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be 

made salty again? 35 It is fit neither for the soil nor for the 
manure pile; it is thrown out. 

“Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”



Luke 14:25
25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to 
them he said: 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate 

father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—
yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my 

disciple. 27 And whoever does not carry their cross and 
follow me cannot be my disciple. 

The setting



Luke 14:26
25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to 
them he said: 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate 

father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—
yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my 

disciple. 27 And whoever does not carry their cross and 
follow me cannot be my disciple. 

Requirement #1 to following Christ





Why would Jesus tell us to hate others?



“[Disciples of Christ] are characterized, first, by their 
distancing themselves from the high cultural value 
placed on their family network…in this context, “hate” 
is not primarily an affective quality but a disavowal of 
primary allegiance to one’s kin. In a way consistent with 
other teaching in Luke, then, Jesus underscores how 
discipleship relativizes one’s normal and 
highly valued loyalties to normal family and 
other social ties.

~Joel Green, New International Commentary 
of the New Testament , The Gospel of Luke



““Hating” one’s self should not be taken as a reference to 
an affective self-abhorrence, but as a call to set aside the 
relationships, the extended family of origin and inner 
circle of friends, by which one has previously made up 
one’s identity. Here Jesus is calling for the reconstruction 
of one’s identity, not along ancestral lines or on the basis 
of one’s social status, but within the new 
community oriented toward God’s purpose 
and characterized by faithfulness to the 
message of Jesus.

~Joel Green, New International Commentary 
of the New Testament , The Gospel of Luke



Luke 14:27
25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to 
them he said: 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate 

father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—
yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my 

disciple. 27 And whoever does not carry their cross and 
follow me cannot be my disciple. 

Requirement #2 to following Christ



What does carrying a cross have to do 
with following Jesus?



“Bearing the cross is used as a metaphor of discipleship—
indeed, as a requirement for one’s identity as a disciple. 
Such persons would live as though they were 
condemned to death by crucifixion, oblivious to the 
pursuit of noble status, finding no interest in securing 
one’s future via securing obligations from others or by 
stockpiling possessions, free to identify with 
Jesus in his dishonorable suffering.

~Joel Green, New International Commentary 
of the New Testament , The Gospel of Luke



Luke 14:28-30
28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you 

first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have 
enough money to complete it? 29 For if you lay the 

foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees 
it will ridicule you, 30 saying, ‘This person began to build 

and wasn’t able to finish.’ 

Story #1



Luke 14:31-32
31 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another 

king. Won’t he first sit down and consider whether he is 
able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming 

against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he 
will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off 

and will ask for terms of peace. 

Story #2



What is the BIG point of these two stories?



Luke 14:28-30
28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you 

first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have 
enough money to complete it? 29 For if you lay the 

foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees 
it will ridicule you, 30 saying, ‘This person began to build 

and wasn’t able to finish.’ 

Story #1



Luke 14:31-32
31 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another 

king. Won’t he first sit down and consider whether he is 
able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming 

against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he 
will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off 

and will ask for terms of peace. 

Story #2



What is the BIG point of these two stories?

Insufficient means



“Schmidt (Hostility to Wealth, 150–51) helpfully observes, 
contra most commentators, that the interpretive crux 
does not lie in “counting the cost.” The point is that, no 
matter what calculus one uses, no matter what resources 
one believes one can bring to bear, those assets will be 
insufficient to secure one’s status before God. 
Alternative and decisive action is thus required for 
everyone.

~Joel Green, New International Commentary 
of the New Testament , The Gospel of Luke



Luke 14:33-35
33 In the same way, those of you who do not give up 

everything you have cannot be my disciples. 
34 “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be 

made salty again? 35 It is fit neither for the soil nor for the 
manure pile; it is thrown out. 

“Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”

The call to give up everything



Colossians 3:1-4
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your 

hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on 

earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden 
with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, 

appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

Christ is sufficient!



Luke 14:33-35
33 In the same way, those of you who do not give up 

everything you have cannot be my disciples. 
34 “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be 

made salty again? 35 It is fit neither for the soil nor for the 
manure pile; it is thrown out. 

“Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”

The call to give up everything



Do you believe Jesus is sufficient?

Gospel Application



Johanna’s
gospel
story

http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/johannawatkins
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