
Luke 13:31-35
31 At that time some Pharisees came to 
Jesus and said to him, “Leave this place 
and go somewhere else. Herod wants 
to kill you.” 32 He replied, “Go tell that 

fox, ‘I will keep on driving out demons and 
healing people today and tomorrow, and on 

the third day I will reach my goal.’ 33 In any 
case, I must press on today and tomor-

row and the next day—for surely no 
prophet can die outside Jerusalem! 
34 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill 
the prophets and stone those sent to 

you, how often I have longed to gather 
your children together, as a hen gathers 

her chicks under her wings, and you were 
not willing. 35 Look, your house is left to you 

desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again 
until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in 

the name of the Lord.’”

Philippians 3:7-14
7 But whatever were gains to me I now 

consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What 
is more, I consider everything a loss because 

of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost 

all things. I consider them garbage, that I 
may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, 
not having a righteousness of my own 
that comes from the law, but that which 

is through faith in Christ—the righteous-
ness that comes from God on the basis of 

faith. 10 I want to know Christ—yes, to know 
the power of his resurrection and participa-

tion in his sufferings, becoming like him in 
his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining 
to the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not 
that I have already obtained all this, or 
have already arrived at my goal, but I 

press on to take hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Broth-

ers and sisters, I do not consider myself 
yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I 
do: Forgetting what is behind and straining 
toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward 
the goal to win the prize for which God has 
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.
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• His mom passed away when he was 

12, his sister when he was 18, and his 

own son died at age 16.

• Nickname: Silent Cal
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“Christmas is not a time nor a 

season, but a state of mind. To 

cherish peace and goodwill, to be 

plenteous in mercy, is to have the 

real spirit of Christmas.”
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John 3:1-3
1 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who 

was a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to 
Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 

teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform 
the signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the 
kingdom of God unless they are born again.” 
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38 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of 
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because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s 

permission, he came and took the body away. 39 He was 
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strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial 

customs.
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Philippians 3:7-14
7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake 
of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss because of 

the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I 
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arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not 

consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: 
Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 
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A short history lesson of Jerusalem



“Stoning is the most common form of execution found in 
the OT, used in such cases as those involving 
blasphemy (Lev 24:14, 16, 23) and apostasy (Lev 20:2; 
Deut 13:11). This OT background is important because 
the indictment against Jerusalem for stoning “those 
who are sent to it” thus identifies Jerusalem as 
attributing blasphemy or apostasy to the 
very ones whom God has sent. 

~Joel Green, New International Commentary 
of the New Testament , The Gospel of Luke
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1. In what ways is God leading you to “press on”?

2. Are there any ways you are unwilling to 

“press into” him?
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