
Luke 13:22-30
22Then Jesus went through the towns 
and villages, teaching as he made his 
way to Jerusalem.  23Someone asked 
him, “Lord, are only a few people go-

ing to be saved?”
He said to them, 24“Make every effort 

to enter through the narrow door, 
because many, I tell you, will try 
to enter and will not be able to.  
25Once the owner of the house gets 

up and closes the door, you will 
stand outside knocking and pleading, 

‘Sir, open the door for us.’
“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you 
or where you come from.’
26“Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank 

with you, and you taught in our 
streets.’
27“But he will reply, ‘I don’t know 
you or where you come from. Away 

from me, all you evildoers!’
28“There will be weeping there, and 
gnashing of teeth, when you see Abra-

ham, Isaac and Jacob and all the 
prophets in the kingdom of God, but 
you yourselves thrown out.  29Peo-
ple will come from east and west 

and north and south, and will take 
their places at the feast in the kingdom 
of God.  30Indeed there are those who are 

last who will be first, and first who will 
be last.”

Introduction – “Hearing a Sermon…”

Last week’s message: Luke 13:10-21
INDIGNANT!!

Fruit of the Poisonous Tree… really?
Luke 14:1-4

This Week’s Message:
Enter the Narrow Door

Luke 13:22-30

The Setting – Luke 13:22

The BQ: “Who exactly is going to be saved?” – 
Luke 13:23

  Isaiah 25:6-9

  Mishnah – Sandehdran 10:1

Jesus Indirect but Serious Answer – Luke 
13:24-30

  Struggle through the Narrow Door – Luke 13:24a
 
  Matthew 7:13

   John 10:7-10

  Many will try to enter… - Luke 13:24b

  The closing door – Luke 13:25a

  The plea to be let in - Luke 13:25b

  The reason the owner won’t open the door
   - Luke 13:25c

  The response of those outside the door – Luke 13:26

  No!  Go Away! – Luke 13:27

    “I don’t know you or where you come from”

        Philippians 3:7-11

        John 8:31-59

Excluded – Luke 13:28
    “weeping and gnashing of teeth”

  Included!! - Luke 13:29-30

Gospel Application – What does it mean to “enter  
           through the narrow door?”

Message Notes
The Narrow Door

Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)





Luke 13:10-21
10On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the 

synagogues, 11and a woman was there who had been 
crippled by a spirit for eighteen years.  She was bent 
over and could not straighten up at all.  12When Jesus 

saw her, he called her forward and said to her, 
“Woman, you are set free from your infirmity.” 13Then 

he put his hands on her, and immediately she 
straightened up and praised God.



Luke 13:10-21
14Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, 

the synagogue leader said to the people, “There are six 
days for work. So come and be healed on those days, 

not on the Sabbath.”



Luke 13:10-21

14Indignant
because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the 

synagogue leader said to the people, “There are six 
days for work. So come and be healed on those days, 

not on the Sabbath.”





Luke 14:1-4
1One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a 
prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully watched.  

2There in front of him was a man suffering from 
abnormal swelling of his body.  3Jesus asked the 

Pharisees and experts in the law, “Is it lawful to heal on 
the Sabbath or not?”  4But they remained silent.  So 

taking hold of the man, he healed him and
sent him on his way.







Luke 13:10-21
15The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t 
each of you on the Sabbath untie your ox or donkey 
from the stall and lead it out to give it water? 16Then 

should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom 
Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set 

free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?”



Luke 13:10-21
17When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, 
but the people were delighted with all the wonderful 

things he was doing.



Luke 13:10-21
18Then Jesus asked, “What is the kingdom of God like?  
What shall I compare it to?  19It is like a mustard seed, 
which a man took and planted in his garden. It grew 

and became a tree, and the birds perched
in its branches.”



Luke 13:10-21
20Again he asked, “What shall I compare the kingdom 

of God to?  21It is like yeast that a woman took and 
mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it worked 

all through the dough.”





Luke 13:22-30
22Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, 

teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem.  23Someone 
asked him, “Lord, are only a few people

going to be saved?”



Luke 13:22-30
He said to them, 24“Make every effort to enter through 
the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to 

enter and will not be able to.



Luke 13:22-30
25Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the 
door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, 

‘Sir, open the door for us.’



Luke 13:22-30
“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or

where you come from.’



Luke 13:22-30
26“Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and 

you taught in our streets.’

27“But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you 
come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!’



Luke 13:22-30
28“There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, 

when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the 
prophets in the kingdom of God, but you

yourselves thrown out.



Luke 13:22-30
29People will come from east and west and north and 

south, and will take their places at the feast in the 
kingdom of God.  30Indeed there are those who are last 

who will be first, and first who will be last.”





Luke 13:22
22Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, 

teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem.  23Someone 
asked him, “Lord, are only a few people

going to be saved?”

The Setting
On his journey to Jerusalem



Luke 13:23
22Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, 

teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem.  23Someone 
asked him, “Lord, are only a few people

going to be saved?”

The B.Q.
“How many are going to be saved?”



Isaiah 25:6-9
6On this mountain the LORD Almighty will 

prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, a 
banquet of aged wine—the best of meats and the 

finest of wines. 7On this mountain he will 
destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the 

sheet that covers all nations; 
8he will swallow up death forever.  The 

Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from 
all faces; he will remove his people’s disgrace 
from all the earth.   The LORD has spoken.  9In 

that day they will say, “Surely this is our God; 
we trusted in him, and he saved us.  This is the 

LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be 
glad in his salvation.”



“Jesus’ setting forth of this truth on the road to Jerusalem 
was in response to a question from an unnamed person 
in the crowd: “Lord, are only a few people going to be 
saved?” (v. 23). It was a smug, self-complacent question 
because the general understanding among the Jews was 
that all Jews except the very worst would be saved. The 
Mishnahwas explicit about this:



“All Israelites have a share in the world to come, for it is 
written, Thy people also shall be all righteous, they shall 
inherit the land for ever; the branch of my planting, the work 
of my hands that I may be glorified. And these are they that 
have no share in the world to come: he that says that there is 
no resurrection of the dead prescribed in the Law, and
[he that says] that the Law is not from Heaven,
and an Epicurean. (Sanhedrin 10.1)



“So when the question rang from the crowd, the hearers 
expected Jesus to affirm that all Jews would make it 
through the pearly gates, unless they had committed 
especially grievous sins like the rebellion of Korah or 
that of Absalom. They also thought all Gentiles would 
be excluded from the kingdom except for a few 
proselytes who followed the examples of Rahab and 
Ruth. The question was a presumptive query
meant to solidify Jewish feelings of religious
superiority.
~ R. Kent Hughes, Luke: That You May Know the Truth, Preaching the Word

(Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1998), 96.



Jesus’ Indirect but Serious Answer



Luke 13:24a
He said to them, 24“Make every effort to enter through 
the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to 

enter and will not be able to.

Jesus’ Indirect but Serious Answer
Struggle through the narrow door





Matthew 7:13-14
13“Enter through the narrow gate.  For wide is the gate 

and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and 
many enter through it.  14But small is the gate and 

narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.



John 10:7-10
7Therefore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am 
the gate for the sheep.  8All who ever came before me 

were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to 
them.  9I am the gate; whoever enters through me will 

be saved.  He will come in and go out, and find pasture.  
10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I 

have come that they may have life,
and have it to the full.



Luke 13:24b
He said to them, 24“Make every effort to enter through 
the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to 

enter and will not be able to.

Jesus’ Indirect but Serious Answer
Many will try to enter…



Luke 13:25a
25Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the 
door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, 

‘Sir, open the door for us.’

Jesus’ Indirect but Serious Answer
The door is going to close



Luke 13:25b
25Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the 
door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, 

‘Sir, open the door for us.’

Jesus’ Indirect but Serious Answer
The plea to be let in



Luke 13:25c
“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or

where you come from.’

Jesus’ Indirect but Serious Answer
The reason the owner won’t open the door



Luke 13:26
26“Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and 

you taught in our streets.’

Jesus’ Indirect but Serious Answer
The response of those outside



Luke 13:27
27“But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you 

come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!’

Jesus’ Indirect but Serious Answer
No!  Go away!



I don’t know you or where you come from



Philippians 3:7-11
7But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake 
of Christ.  8What is more, I consider everything a loss because of 

the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whose sake I have lost all things.  I consider them garbage, that I 

may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that 

which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes 
from God on the basis of faith.  10I want to know Christ—yes, to 

know the power of his resurrection and participation in his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11and so, somehow, 

attaining to the resurrection from the dead.

I don’t know you or where you come from



John 8:31-59
31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to 
my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32Then you will know 

the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

33They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have 
never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be 

set free?”

I don’t know you or where you come from



John 8:31-59
34Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a 

slave to sin. 35Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, 
but a son belongs to it forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you 

will be free indeed. 37I know that you are Abraham’s 
descendants. Yet you are looking for a way to kill me, because 
you have no room for my word. 38I am telling you what I have 

seen in the Father’s presence, and you are doing what you have 
heard from your father.”

I don’t know you or where you come from



John 8:31-59
“If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you would 

do what Abraham did. 40As it is, you are looking for a way to kill 
me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. 

Abraham did not do such things. 41You are doing the works of 
your own father.”

“We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only 
Father we have is God himself.”

I don’t know you or where you come from



John 8:31-59
42Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love 

me, for I have come here from God. I have not come on my own; 
God sent me. 43Why is my language not clear to you? Because 
you are unable to hear what I say. 44You belong to your father, 
the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He 

was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for 
there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native 

language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.

I don’t know you or where you come from



John 8:31-59
45Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me! 46Can any of 
you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t 

you believe me? 47Whoever belongs to God hears what God says. 
The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.” 

48The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we right in saying that you are 
a Samaritan and demon-possessed?

I don’t know you or where you come from



John 8:31-59
49“I am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I honor my 

Father and you dishonor me. 50I am not seeking glory for myself; 
but there is one who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51Very truly I 

tell you, whoever obeys my word will never see death.” 
52At this they exclaimed, “Now we know that you are demon-
possessed! Abraham died and so did the prophets, yet you say 

that whoever obeys your word will never taste death. 53Are you 
greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the 

prophets. Who do you think you are?”

I don’t know you or where you come from



John 8:31-59
54Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My 

Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one who glorifies 
me. 55Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did 
not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and obey his 
word. 56Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing 

my day; he saw it and was glad.”

I don’t know you or where you come from



John 8:31-59
57“You are not yet fifty years old,” they said to him,

“and you have seen Abraham!”

58“Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was 
born, I am!”

59At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid 
himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.

I don’t know you or where you come from



Luke 13:28
28“There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, 

when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the 
prophets in the kingdom of God, but you

yourselves thrown out.

Jesus’ Indirect but Serious Answer
Excluded



“The combination “the weeping and gnashing of teeth” is 
common in Matthew and depicts the emotional and physical 
reaction to traumatic news, in this case exclusion from God’s 
promise (Matt. 8:12; 13:42, 50; 22:13; 24:51; 25:30). The figure 
depicts remorse for rejection. In rabbinic Judaism, the picture of 
weeping was applied to the ungodly (Sipre 103 on Num. 12:8 [= 
Neusner 1986: 2.125]). The reference to being cast out of the 
kingdom develops the image. Although
their birth made them ideal candidates for
inclusion in the kingdom, their close
proximity to promise has worked against
them as they failed to respond. Thus they
have removed themselves from



“experiencing the promise proclaimed by their ancestors and the 
prophets. Without a response to Jesus, these members of the 
nation become outsiders. Jesus adds to the pain when he not 
only describes their exclusion but also notes that many others 
will enter the kingdom (13:29). The inclusion of others contrasts 
with the opportunity lost. The warning Jesus gives here is real—
and quite tragic.

~ Darrell L. Bock, Luke: 9:51–24:53, vol. 2, Baker Exegetical Commentary
on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 1996), 1238.



Luke 13:29-30
29People will come from east and west and north and 

south, and will take their places at the feast in the 
kingdom of God.  30Indeed there are those who are last 

who will be first, and first who will be last.”

Jesus’ Indirect but Serious Answer
Included!!



Revelation 19:7
Let us rejoice and be glad 

and give him glory!

For the wedding of the Lamb
has come, 

and his bride has made
herself ready.



Gospel Application:



Gospel Application:

What does it mean to
“enter through the narrow door?”



“Only bent quite low, made utterly small, 
disrobed of all righteousness of our own, 
and wholly willing to have the coat of the 

flesh removed from us down to the last 
rag, can one get through.

~ Whilhelm Besser, German Lutheran Pastor and Theologian (1816 - 1884)
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