
Luke 13:10-21
10 On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of 

the synagogues, 11 and a woman was there 
who had been crippled by a spirit for eigh-
teen years. She was bent over and could not 

straighten up at all. 12 When Jesus saw her, 
he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, 
you are set free from your infirmity.” 13 Then 

he put his hands on her, and immediately 
she straightened up and praised God. 
14 Indignant because Jesus had healed on 
the Sabbath, the synagogue leader said to 
the people, “There are six days for work. 

So come and be healed on those days, not 
on the Sabbath.” 15 The Lord answered him, 

“You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the 
Sabbath untie your ox or donkey from the stall 

and lead it out to give it water? 16 Then should 
not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom 

Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, 
be set free on the Sabbath day from what 
bound her?” 
17 When he said this, all his opponents 
were humiliated, but the people were 

delighted with all the wonderful things he 
was doing. 18 Then Jesus asked, “What is the 

kingdom of God like? What shall I compare it 
to? 19 It is like a mustard seed, which a man 

took and planted in his garden. It grew and 
became a tree, and the birds perched in its 
branches.” 
20 Again he asked, “What shall I compare 

the kingdom of God to? 21 It is like yeast 
that a woman took and mixed into about sixty 

pounds of flour until it worked all through the 
dough.” 

Exodus 31:14-17
14 “Anyone who desecrates it is to be put 
to death; those who do any work on that 
day must be cut off from their people. 
15 For six days work is to be done, but the 

seventh day is a day of sabbath rest, holy 
to the Lord. Whoever does any work on 

the Sabbath day is to be put to death. 16 The 
Israelites are to observe the Sabbath, celebrat-

ing it for the generations to come as a lasting 
covenant. 17 It will be a sign between me and 
the Israelites forever, for in six days the Lord 

made the heavens and the earth, and on the 
seventh day he rested and was refreshed.”
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"I think I am beginning to understand why grief feels like 
suspense. It comes from the frustration of so many impulses 

that had become habitual. Thought after thought, feeling 
after feeling, action after action, had H. for their object. Now 
their target is gone. I keep on through habit fitting an arrow 

to the string, then I remember and have to lay the bow 
down. So many roads lead thought to H. I set out on one of 
them. But now there's an impassable frontierpost across it. 

So many roads once; now so many cul-de-sacs.”

~A Grief Observed by C. S. Lewis









Luke 4:16b-21
He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet 

Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the 
place where it is written:

18“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed 
me to proclaim good news to the poor.  He has sent me to 

proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for 
the blind, to set the oppressed free, 19to proclaim the year of 

the Lord’s favor.”



Luke 4:16b-21
20Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 

attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the 
synagogue were fastened on him. 21He began by saying 

to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled
in your hearing.”
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Luke 13:10-21
10 On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the 

synagogues, 11 and a woman was there who had been 
crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over 

and could not straighten up at all. 



Luke 13:10-21
12 When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to 

her, “Woman, you are set free from your infirmity.” 
13 Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she 

straightened up and praised God. 
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Luke 13:10-21
10 On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the 

synagogues, 11 and a woman was there who had been 
crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over 

and could not straighten up at all. 

The Setting



Luke 13:10-21
12 When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to 

her, “Woman, you are set free from your infirmity.” 
13 Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she 

straightened up and praised God. 

When a cul-de-sac becomes a road



Luke 13:10-21
14 Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the 

synagogue leader said to the people, “There are six days for 
work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the 

Sabbath.” 

Is there ever a bad time for a healing?





The Sabbath
Exodus 31:14-17

14 “Anyone who desecrates it is to be put to death; those 
who do any work on that day must be cut off from their 

people. 15 For six days work is to be done, but the seventh 
day is a day of sabbath rest, holy to the Lord. Whoever does 

any work on the Sabbath day is to be put to death. 16 The 
Israelites are to observe the Sabbath, celebrating it for the 
generations to come as a lasting covenant. 17 It will be a 

sign between me and the Israelites forever, for in six days 
the Lord made the heavens and the earth, and on the 

seventh day he rested and was refreshed.”



“The keeping of the Sabbath was a characteristic marker 
of Jewish identity.

Joel B. Green, 
The Gospel of Luke, 

The New International Commentary on the New Testament



Laws regarding The Sabbath
• No man shall walk after the animal to pasture it outside 

his city more than two thousand cubits.
• None shall lift his hand to smite said animal with their 

fist.
• No man shall carry anything from the house to the outside 

or from the outside into the house.
• None shall open the cover of a vessel that is pasted on the 

Sabbath.
• No man shall carry on him spices.

• And if any person falls into a place of water or into a place 
of … he shall not bring him up by a ladder or a cord or 

instrument.



1. What is lawful on the Sabbath?
2. And who gets to decide?



Luke 6:5
Then Jesus said to them, 

“The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.” 

1. What is lawful on the Sabbath?
2. And who gets to decide?



Luke 13:10-21
15 The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each 

of you on the Sabbath untie your ox or donkey from the 
stall and lead it out to give it water? 16 Then should not this 

woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept 
bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath 

day from what bound her?” 

The true nature of the Sabbath



Exodus 20:8-10
8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days 
you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day 
is a sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any 
work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male 

or female servant, nor your animals, nor any foreigner 
residing in your towns. 

Fact-checking Jesus



Luke 13:10-21
15 The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each 

of you on the Sabbath untie your ox or donkey from the 
stall and lead it out to give it water? 16 Then should not this 

woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept 
bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath 

day from what bound her?” 

The true nature of the Sabbath



Luke 6:9
Then Jesus said to them, “I ask you, which is lawful on 
the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to 

destroy it?” 



Human Concerns come before
Holy Ceremonies

Relationships come before
Rituals



Luke 13:10-21
17 When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, 

but the people were delighted with all the wonderful things 
he was doing. 

Delighting in open roads



Luke 13:10-21
18 Then Jesus asked, “What is the kingdom of God like? 
What shall I compare it to? 19 It is like a mustard seed, 

which a man took and planted in his garden. It grew and 
became a tree, and the birds perched in its branches.” 

20 Again he asked, “What shall I compare the kingdom of 
God to? 21 It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into 
about sixty pounds of flour until it worked all through the 

dough.”

Jesus’ teaching on the kingdom of God
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Luke 13:10-21
18 Then Jesus asked, “What is the kingdom of God like? 
What shall I compare it to? 19 It is like a mustard seed, 

which a man took and planted in his garden. It grew and 
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20 Again he asked, “What shall I compare the kingdom of 
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about sixty pounds of flour until it worked all through the 

dough.”

Jesus’ teaching on the kingdom of God



“Before the eschatological appearing of God’s Kingdom at the end of 
the age, God’s Kingdom has become dynamically active (amidst 
humanity) in Jesus’ person and mission. The Kingdom in this age is not 
merely the abstract concept of God’s universal rule to which we must 
submit; it is rather a dynamic power at work among us. . . . Before the 
apocalyptic coming of God’s Kingdom and the final manifestation of 
his rule to bring in the new age, God has manifested his rule, his 
Kingdom, to bring people in advance of the eschatological era the 
blessings of his redemptive reign. There is no 
philological or historical or exegetical reason why 
God’s Kingdom, God’s rule, cannot manifest itself in 
two different ways at two different times to accomplish
the same ultimate redemptive end.

~ George Ladd, The Presence of the Future, page 139. 



Luke 13:10-21
18 Then Jesus asked, “What is the kingdom of God like? 
What shall I compare it to? 19 It is like a mustard seed, 

which a man took and planted in his garden. It grew and 
became a tree, and the birds perched in its branches.” 

20 Again he asked, “What shall I compare the kingdom of 
God to? 21 It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into 
about sixty pounds of flour until it worked all through the 

dough.”

Jesus’ teaching on the kingdom of God



“He asks people—male or female, privileged or peasant, it does 
not matter—to enter the domain of a first-century woman and 
household cook in order to gain perspective on the domain of 
God. In view is the invasive character of leaven, the work of 
which is hidden but pervasive. In this case, confidence is 
expressed in the ability of a typically small portion of yeast to 
invade even “three measures of flour”—that is, 
enough to feed as many as 150 people, an 
enormous yield for a peasant household.

Joel B. Green, 
The Gospel of Luke, 

The New International Commentary on the New Testament



Gospel application:

1. What about the Sabbath?



“Against these Pharisees and scribes, Jesus refuses to 
represent Sabbath observance as a litmus test for 
faithfulness to God. More fundamental for him is 
God’s design to save—a purpose that is not 
incompatible with Sabbath observance but, 
in fact, is embodied in God’s purpose for 
the Sabbath.

Joel B. Green, 
The Gospel of Luke, 

The New International Commentary on the New Testament



Julia’s story



Gospel application:

1. What about the Sabbath?

2. What about God’s work (even on the 
Sabbath!)?
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