
Luke 13:1-9
1Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus 

about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with 
their sacrifices.  2Jesus answered, “Do you think that 
these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other 
Galileans because they suffered this way?  3I tell you, no! 

But unless you repent, you too will all perish.  4Or those 
eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—
do you think they were more guilty than all the others living 
in Jerusalem?  5I tell you, no!  But unless you repent, you too 

will all perish.”
6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree grow-

ing in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it 
but did not find any.  7So he said to the man who took 
care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been 
coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t 
found any.  Cut it down!  Why should it use up the 

soil?’ 
8“ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, 

and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it.  9If it bears fruit next 
year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’ ”

Luke 3:3-9
3He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching 
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4As it is 

written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: 
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the 
way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. 5Every 
valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made 
low.  The crooked roads shall become straight, the 
rough ways smooth. 6And all people will see God’s 

salvation.’ ”
7John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, 

“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
coming wrath?  8Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 
And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham 

as our father.’  For I tell you that out of these stones God 
can raise up children for Abraham.  9The ax is already 
at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not 
produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into 
the fire.”

Luke 5:31-32
30But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who be-
longed to their sect complained to his disciples, “Why do 
you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?”

31Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a 
doctor, but the sick.  32I have not come to call the righ-

teous, but sinners to repentance.”

Luke 6:43-45
43“No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear 
good fruit.  44Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. 
People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes 

from briers.  45A good man brings good things out of 
the good stored up in his heart, and an evil man brings 

evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart.  For the 
mouth speaks what the heart is full of.

2 Peter 3:8-9
8But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord 
a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are 
like a day.  9The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as 
some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, 
not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance.

Introduction – “What’s a trough doing here?”

This Week’s Message:
The Necessity of Repentance

Luke 13:1-9

1.  The Situation – Luke 13:1
     Luke 12:1

     Who are the Galileans?

     What happened in this crisis?

2.  Jesus on the Galilean Crisis – Luke 13:2-3

3.  Jesus on a “Natural” Disaster – 
     Luke 13:4-5

     What is repentance? 

       Definition:

     Luke’s Usages:
       Luke 3:1-9

       Luke 5:31-32

       Luke 6:43-45

4.  A Parable to Clarify – Luke 13:6-9
     Three Characters:
       Owner of the Vineyard 

       Fig Tree 
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     Why does God not just come right now and 
     judge the wicked?
     2 Peter 3:8-9

Gospel Application – Have you made the 
 decision to live a life of repentance?

Message Notes
The Necessity of Repentance

Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)



Romans 6:1-4
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that 
grace may increase? 2 By no means! We are those who 
have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or 
don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were 

therefore buried with him through baptism into death 
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

through the glory of the Father, we too may
live a new life.





Luke 13:1-9
1Now there were some present at that time who told 

Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed 
with their sacrifices.  2Jesus answered, “Do you think 
that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the 

other Galileans because they suffered this way?  3I tell 
you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.



Luke 13:1-9
4Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam 
fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than 
all the others living in Jerusalem?  5I tell you, no!  But 

unless you repent, you too will all perish.”



Luke 13:1-9
6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing 
in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did 
not find any.  7So he said to the man who took care of the 
vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look 

for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any.  Cut it 
down!  Why should it use up the soil?’



Luke 13:1-9
8“ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more 
year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it.  9If it bears 

fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’ ”



Today’s Message:
The Necessity of Repentance

Luke 13:1-9



Luke 13:1
1Now there were some present at that time who told 

Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed 
with their sacrifices.  2Jesus answered, “Do you think 
that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the 

other Galileans because they suffered this way?  3I tell 
you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.

The Situation



Luke 13:1
1Now there were some present at that time who told 

Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed 
with their sacrifices.  2Jesus answered, “Do you think 
that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the 

other Galileans because they suffered this way?  3I tell 
you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.

The Situation



Luke 12:1
Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had 

gathered, so that they were trampling on one another, 
Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, saying: “Be 
on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees…”

The Situation
We are still in the same

dialogue with Jesus since 11:14





Luke 12:40
You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will 

come at an hour when you do not expect him.”

Be ready because the Son of Man will 
come again at an unknown time



Luke 13:1
1Now there were some present at that time who told 

Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed 
with their sacrifices.  2Jesus answered, “Do you think 
that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the 

other Galileans because they suffered this way?  3I tell 
you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.

The Situation
Who are the Galileans?





Luke 13:1
1Now there were some present at that time who told 

Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed 
with their sacrifices.  2Jesus answered, “Do you think 
that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the 

other Galileans because they suffered this way?  3I tell 
you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.

The Situation
What happened here?



Luke 13:2-3
1Now there were some present at that time who told 

Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed 
with their sacrifices.  2Jesus answered, “Do you think 
that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the 

other Galileans because they suffered this way?  3I tell 
you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.

Jesus on the Galilean Crisis



Luke 13:4-5
4Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam 
fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than 
all the others living in Jerusalem?  5I tell you, no!  But 

unless you repent, you too will all perish.”

Jesus on a “Natural” Disaster



Luke 13:4-5
4Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam 
fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than 
all the others living in Jerusalem?  5I tell you, no!  But 

unless you repent, you too will all perish.”

Jesus on a “Natural” Disaster
All.  Repent.



What is Repentance?



µετανοέω; µετάνοια, ας f:
to change one’s way of life as the result of a 
complete change of thought and attitude with 
regard to sin and righteousness—‘to repent, to 
change one’s way, repentance.’

~ Johannes P. Louw and Eugene Albert Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on Semantic 
Domains (New York: United Bible Societies, 1996), 509.

Repent (Repentance):



What is Repentance?

Luke 3:3-9
3He went into all the country around the Jordan, 

preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins. 4As it is written in the book of the words of 

Isaiah the prophet:



What is Repentance?

Luke 3:3-9
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the 
way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. 5Every 
valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made 

low.  The crooked roads shall become straight, the 
rough ways smooth. 6And all people will

see God’s salvation.’ ”



What is Repentance?

Luke 3:3-9
7John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, 

“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
coming wrath?  8Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 
And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham 

as our father.’  For I tell you that out of these stones God can 
raise up children for Abraham.  9The ax is already at the 

root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good 
fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”



What is Repentance?

Luke 5:31-32
30But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who 
belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, 

“Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors
and sinners?”

31Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need 
a doctor, but the sick.  32I have not come to call the 

righteous, but sinners to repentance.”



What is Repentance?

Luke 6:43-45
43“No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree 
bear good fruit.  44Each tree is recognized by its own 
fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or 

grapes from briers.  45A good man brings good things 
out of the good stored up in his heart, and an evil man 
brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart.  

For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of. 



“To come to Christ signifies to 
turn from sin and to trust in 
Him. Coming to Christ is a 

leaving of all false confidences, 
a renouncing of all love to sin, 

and a looking to Jesus as the 
solitary pillar of our 

confidence and hope.

~ Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892), Pastor of the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle (Sermon on John 6:37)



“Coming to Christ embraces in it 
repentance, self-abnegation, and 

faith in the Lord Jesus, and so 
sums within itself all those things 

which are the necessary 
attendants of those great steps of 

heart, such as the belief of the 
truth, earnest prayers to God, the 

submission of the soul to the 
precepts of His Gospel.

~ Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892), Pastor of the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle (Sermon on John 6:44)



Luke 13:6-9
6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in 
his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did not 

find any.  7So he said to the man who took care of the 
vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for 
fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any.  Cut it down!  

Why should it use up the soil?’  8“ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave 
it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize 
it.  9If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’ ”

A Parable to Clarify



Luke 13:6-9
6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in 
his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did not 

find any.  7So he said to the man who took care of the 
vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for 
fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any.  Cut it down!  

Why should it use up the soil?’  8“ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave 
it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize 
it.  9If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’ ”

A Parable to Clarify
Three Main Characters:



Luke 13:6-9
6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in 
his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did not 

find any.  7So he said to the man who took care of the 
vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for 
fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any.  Cut it down!  

Why should it use up the soil?’  8“ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave 
it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize 
it.  9If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’ ”

A Parable to Clarify
Three Main Characters: Owner



Luke 13:6-9
6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in 
his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did not 

find any.  7So he said to the man who took care of the 
vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for 
fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any.  Cut it down!  

Why should it use up the soil?’  8“ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave 
it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize 
it.  9If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’ ”

A Parable to Clarify
Three Main Characters: Fig Tree



Luke 13:6-9
6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in 
his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did not 

find any.  7So he said to the man who took care of the 
vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for 
fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any.  Cut it down!  

Why should it use up the soil?’  8“ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave 
it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize 
it.  9If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’ ”

A Parable to Clarify
Three Main Characters: Caretaker



A Parable to Clarify
Why does the Caretaker ask for more time?



2 Peter 3:8-9
8But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the 

Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand 
years are like a day.  9The Lord is not slow in keeping 
his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he 
is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 

everyone to come to repentance.

A Parable to Clarify
Why does the Caretaker ask for more time?



“The details of the parable, then, are oriented toward 
highlighting the sterility of the tree and point 
dramatically to the lenience allotted the tree in order to 
give it additional nutrients and time for fruit-bearing. 
Not incidentally, the parable also holds for the 
possibility of fruit-bearing in spite of a history of 
sterility—or, in human terms, the possibility of change 
leading to faith expressed in obedience to God’s 
purpose. If it announces a warning of judgment, then, it 
also dramatizes hope…



“[T]he parable of the fig tree ends on a note of clemency 
counterbalanced by the ongoing threat of imminent 
judgment. God may have acted in mercy in holding 
back destruction for the moment, but this stay of 
judgment is temporary. Grounded thus is Jesus’ final 
note of urgency: Now is the time to repent and to live 
fruitful lives.

~ Joel B. Green, The Gospel of Luke, The New International Commentary on the New Testament
(Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1997), 515–516.



“[Luther’s] first thesis reads,

When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said “Repent,” he intended 
that the entire life of believers should be repentance.

All of the Christian life is repentance. Turning from sin and 
trusting in the good news that Jesus saves sinners aren’t merely a 
one-time inaugural experience but the daily substance of 
Christianity. The gospel is for every day and every
moment. Repentance is to be the Christian’s
continual posture.



“Almost 30 years later, on February 16, 1546, Luther’s last words, 
written on a piece of scrap paper, echoed the theme of his first 
thesis:

We are beggars! This is true.

From first thesis to last words, Luther lived at the foot of the 
cross, where our rebellious condition meets with the beauty of 
God’s lavish grace in the gospel of his Son—a gospel deep 
enough to cover all the little and massive flaws of a
beggar like Luther and beggars like us.

~ David Mathis, Luther's First Thesis and Last Words,
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/luthers-first-thesis-and-last-words



Gospel Application:



Gospel Application:

Have you made the decision to
live a life of repentance?
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