
Luke 12:22-34
49“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and 

how I wish it were already kindled!  50But I 
have a baptism to undergo, and what con-
straint I am under until it is completed!  51Do 

you think I came to bring peace on earth?  No, 
I tell you, but division.  52From now on there will 
be five in one family divided against each other, 
three against two and two against three.  53They 

will be divided, father against son and son 
against father, mother against daughter and 
daughter against mother, mother-in-law 
against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-
law against mother-in-law.”

Luke 3:16-17
6John answered them all, “I baptize you with 
water. But one who is more powerful than I 
will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is 
in his hand to clear his threshing floor and 
to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will 
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

Mark 10:38
“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus 

said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be bap-
tized with the baptism I am baptized with?”

John 12:27-28a
27“Now my soul is troubled, and what shall 
I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’?  

No, it was for this very reason I came to this 
hour.  28Father, glorify your name!”

Luke 22:42-44
42“Father, if you are willing, take this cup from 

me; yet not my will, but yours be done.”  43An 
angel from heaven appeared to him and 
strengthened him.  44And being in anguish, 
he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was 
like drops of blood falling to the ground. 

Luke 23:44-46
44It was now about noon, and darkness came 

over the whole land until three in the after-
noon, 45for the sun stopped shining.  And the 
curtain of the temple was torn in two.  46 Jesus 
called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your 
hands I commit my spirit.”  When he had said 
this, he breathed his last.
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Message Notes
Jesus came to bring... Division?!?

Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)







The Rich Fool
Luke 12:13-21



Luke 12:31-34
31But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you 
as well.  32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has 

been pleased to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions 
and give to the poor.  Provide purses for yourselves that will 
not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where 
no thief comes near and no moth destroys.  34For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also.

The Anxiety “Cure”~ Go on a Treasure Hunt!



Luke 12:40
40 You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will 

come at an hour when you do not expect him.”

Main point: Be ready because the Son of 
Man will come again at an unknown time



Luke 12:49-53
49“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish 

it were already kindled!  50But I have a baptism to 
undergo, and what constraint I am under until it is 

completed!  51Do you think I came to bring peace on 
earth?  No, I tell you, but division.



Luke 12:49-53
52From now on there will be five in one family divided 
against each other, three against two and two against 

three.  53They will be divided, father against son and son 
against father, mother against daughter and daughter 

against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law 
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 



Today’s Message:
Jesus Brings… Division?!?!?!

Luke 12:49-53



Luke 12:49
49“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish 

it were already kindled!  50But I have a baptism to 
undergo, and what constraint I am under until it is 

completed!  51Do you think I came to bring peace on 
earth?  No, I tell you, but division.

The Wish of Jesus



The “Fire” on the earth
Judgment



The “Fire” on the earth
Purification



Luke 3:16-17
6John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But 
one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps 

of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His 

winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will 

burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

The “Fire” on the earth
Judgment & Purification



Luke 12:50
49“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish 

it were already kindled!  50But I have a baptism to 
undergo, and what constraint I am under until it is 

completed!  51Do you think I came to bring peace on 
earth?  No, I tell you, but division.

The Distress Jesus Faced



The “baptism” of Jesus



Mark 10:38
“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. 

“Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the 
baptism I am baptized with?”

The “baptism” of Jesus



John 12:27-28a
27“Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? 

‘Father, save me from this hour’?  No, it was for this 
very reason I came to this hour.  28Father,

glorify your name!”

The “baptism” of Jesus



Luke 22:42-44
42“Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet 

not my will, but yours be done.”  43An angel from 
heaven appeared to him and strengthened him.  44And 

being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his 
sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.

The “baptism” of Jesus



Luke 23:44-46
44It was now about noon, and darkness came over the 
whole land until three in the afternoon, 45for the sun 
stopped shining.  And the curtain of the temple was 

torn in two.  46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, 
“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”  When he 

had said this, he breathed his last.

The “baptism” of Jesus



Luke 12:51
49“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish 

it were already kindled!  50But I have a baptism to 
undergo, and what constraint I am under until it is 

completed!  51Do you think I came to bring peace on 
earth?  No, I tell you, but division.

Jesus came to bring…. What?!?!?!



“Jesus’ intent in proclaiming that he came to bring 
division was both to shock and to inform his followers. 
The shocking effect came easily because peace, not 
division, had been the grand theme of his coming, 
especially as described by Luke. At the Nativity the 
angels praised God saying, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor 
rests” (2:14). This was a reference to the coming “Prince 
of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). It was also a conscious fulfillment 
of Zechariah’s song about how his son John the Baptist 
would pave the way for the Messiah,



““the rising sun”—“to shine on those living in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the 
path of peace” (Luke 1:78, 79). Twice when Jesus healed 
people, the disciples heard him say, “Go in peace” 
(Luke 7:50; 8:48). When he sent his disciples out two by 
two to preach, he instructed them to say, “Peace to this 
house” as they walked in the door (Luke 10:5).

~ R. Kent Hughes, Luke: That You May Know the Truth, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: 
Crossway Books, 1998), 70.



Luke 12:52-53
52From now on there will be five in one family divided 
against each other, three against two and two against 

three.  53They will be divided, father against son and son 
against father, mother against daughter and daughter 

against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law 
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 

How this division will play out







"You missed me?" said the Tragedian to the Lady, throwing a 
dreadful theatrical tremor into his voice.

"Dear friend," said the Lady, still attending exclusively to the 
Dwarf, "you may be happy about that and about everything else. 
Forget all about it for ever."

And really, for a moment, I thought the Dwarf was going to 
obey: partly because the outlines of his face became a little 
clearer, and partly because the invitation to all joy, singing out of 
her whole being like a bird's song on an April evening, seemed to 
me such that no creature could resist it. Then he hesitated. And 
then-once more he and his accomplice spoke in unison.



"Of course it would be rather fine and magnanimous not to press 
the point," they said to one another. "But can we be sure she'd 
notice? We've done these sort of things before. There was the 
time we let her have the last stamp in the house to write to her 
mother and said nothing although she had known we wanted to 
write a letter ourself . We'd thought she'd remember and see how 
unselfish we'd been. But she never did. And there was the time . . 
. oh, lots and lots of times!" So the Dwarf gave a shake to the 
chain and-----.

"I can't forget it," cried the Tragedian. "And I won't forget it, 
either. I could forgive them all they've done to me. But for your 
miseries-----.”



"Oh, don't you understand?" said the Lady. "There are no 
miseries here."

"Do you mean to say," answered the Dwarf, as if this new idea 
had made him quite forget the Tragedian for a moment, "do you 
mean to say you've been happy?"

"Didn't you want me to be? But no matter. Want it now. Or don't 
think about it at all."

The Dwarf blinked at her. One could see an unheard-of idea 
trying to enter his little mind: one could see even that there was 
for him some sweetness in it. For a second he had almost let the 
chain go: then, as if it were his life-line, he clutched it once more.



"Look here," said the Tragedian. "We've got to face this." He was 
using his "manly" bullying tone this time: the one for bringing 
women to their senses.

"Darling," said the Lady to the Dwarf, "there's nothing to face. 
You don't want me to have been miserable for misery's sake. You 
only think I must have been if I loved you. But if you'll only wait 
you'll see that isn't so."

"Love!" said the Tragedian striking his forehead with his hand: 
then, a few notes deeper, "Love! Do you know the meaning of the 
word?"

"How should I not?" said the Lady. "I am in love. In love, do you 
understand? Yes, now I love truly.”



"You mean," said the Tragedian, "you mean -you did not love me 
truly in the old days?"

"Only in a poor sort of way," she answered. "I have asked you to 
forgive me. There was a little real love in it. But what we called 
love down there was mostly the craving to be loved. In the main I 
loved you for my own sake: because I needed you."

"And now!" said the Tragedian with a hackneyed gesture of 
despair. "Now, you need me no more?"

"But of course not!" said the Lady; and her smile made me 
wonder how both the phantoms could refrain from crying out 
with joy.



"What needs could I have," she said, "now that I have all? I am 
full now, not empty. I am in Love Himself, not lonely. Strong, not 
weak. You shall be the same. Come and see. We shall have no 
need for one another now: we can begin to love truly."

But the Tragedian was still striking attitudes.

"She needs me no more-no more. No more.” he said in a choking 
voice to no one in particular. "Would to God," he continued, but 
he was now pronouncing it Gud -"Would to God I had seen her 
lying dead at my feet before I heard those words. Lying dead at 
my feet. Lying dead at my feet."

C. S. Lewis – The Great Divorce, chapter 12



The Division Jesus Brings…

The “Righteous” against
the “Unrighteous”
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Gospel Application:



Gospel Application:

Will you be a person of peace
in the midst of division?
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