
Luke 9:18-27
18 Once when Jesus was praying in pri-
vate and his disciples were with him, 
he asked them, “Who do the crowds 
say I am?” 19 They replied, “Some say 

John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and 
still others, that one of the prophets of 
long ago has come back to life.” 20 “But 

what about you?” he asked. “Who 
do you say I am?” Peter answered, 
“God’s Messiah.” 21 Jesus strictly 
warned them not to tell this to any-

one. 22 And he said, “The Son of Man 
must suffer many things and be rejected 

by the elders, the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law, and he must be killed 
and on the third day be raised to life.” 
23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever 

wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross 
daily and follow me. 24 For whoever 
wants to save their life will lose it, but 

whoever loses their life for me will save 
it. 25 What good is it for someone to gain 
the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit 

their very self? 26 Whoever is ashamed 
of me and my words, the Son of Man 
will be ashamed of them when he 
comes in his glory and in the glory 

of the Father and of the holy angels. 
27 “Truly I tell you, some who are stand-

ing here will not taste death before they 
see the kingdom of God.” 

Deuteronomy 18:15
 The Lord your God will raise up for 
you a prophet like me from among 
you, from your fellow Israelites. You 

must listen to him.

Micah 5:2
2“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though 

you are small among the clans of Judah, 
out of you will come for me one who will 
be ruler over Israel, whose origins are 
from of old, from ancient times.”
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“It is often our (God-given) duty to attempt tasks to 
which we are conspicuously inadequate, in the 
confidence that He who gives them has laid them on us 
to drive us to Himself, and there to find sufficiency. The 
best preparation of His servants for their work in the 
world is the discovery that their own stores 
are small.

Alexander Maclaren, 
English non-conformist minister of Scottish origin,

1826-1910





This Week’s Message:
“Who do you say I am?”

Luke 9:18-27



Luke 9:18-27
18 Once when Jesus was praying in private and his 

disciples were with him, he asked them, “Who do the 
crowds say I am?” 

19 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say 
Elijah; and still others, that one of the prophets of long 

ago has come back to life.” 



Luke 9:18-27
20 “But what about you?” he asked. 

“Who do you say I am?” 

Peter answered, “God’s Messiah.” 



Luke 9:18-27
21 Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 

22 And he said, “The Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests 

and the teachers of the law, and he must be killed and 
on the third day be raised to life.” 



Luke 9:18-27
23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my 
disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross 

daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save 
their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me 
will save it. 25 What good is it for someone to gain the 

whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self?” 



Luke 9:18-27
26 “Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son 
of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his 

glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy 
angels. 27 Truly I tell you, some who are standing here 

will not taste death before they see the kingdom of 
God.” 



“Who do the crowds say I am?”
Luke 9:18-19

18 Once when Jesus was praying in private and his 
disciples were with him, he asked them, “Who do the 

crowds say I am?” 

19 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say 
Elijah; and still others, that one of the prophets of long 

ago has come back to life.” 



The angel of the Lord declares:
Luke 2:11

11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born 
to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.



The narrator declares:
Luke 2:25-26

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, 
who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 
26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 

he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah.



Jesus declares:
Luke 4:18-19

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
because he has anointed me 

to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free, 

19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”



“Who do you say I am?”
Luke 9:20

20 “But what about you?” he asked. 
“Who do you say I am?” 

Peter answered, “God’s Messiah.” 



What is the significance of Jesus
fulfilling the role of Messiah?



Genesis 3:14-15
14So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you 
have done this, “Cursed are you above all the livestock 
and all the wild animals!  You will crawl on your belly 
and you will eat dust all the days of your life.  15And I 

will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and hers; he will crush your 

head, and you will strike his heel.”

Key Old Testament Passages



Deuteronomy 18:15
The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like 
me from among you, from your fellow Israelites. You 

must listen to him.

Key Old Testament Passages



Isaiah 9:6-7
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be 

called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his 

government and peace there will be no end.  He will 
reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and 

righteousness from that time on and for ever.  The zeal 
of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.

Key Old Testament Passages



Micah 5:2
2“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small 
among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me 

one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are 
from of old, from ancient times.”

Key Old Testament Passages



Luke 9:21
21 Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 

22 And he said, “The Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests 

and the teachers of the law, and he must be killed and 
on the third day be raised to life.” 

The Messianic Secret



Luke 4:40-41
40 At sunset, the people brought to Jesus all who had 

various kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on each 
one, he healed them. 41 Moreover, demons came out of 
many people, shouting, “You are the Son of God!” But 
he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, 

because they knew he was the Messiah. 

The demons declare: 



“The command for silence was given not because Peter’s 
confession was false but precisely because it was true. 
The confession was not inappropriate, but its 
proclamation was dangerous. Such a proclamation 
would have had disastrous consequences; for to Jesus, 
“Christ/Messiah” meant suffering and death as God’s 
Anointed, whereas among the people it signified the 
Anointed King who would throw off the 
Roman yoke, smite the Gentiles, and bring 
political independence and greatness to 
Israel…



“...Because of this popular misconception, the public 
proclamation of Jesus as the Christ would have brought 
about an immediate confrontation between Jesus and 
Rome.

R.H. Stein, 
Luke (Vol. 24, pp. 217–221),

Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers



Luke 9:22
21 Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 

22 And he said, “The Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests 

and the teachers of the law, and he must be killed and 
on the third day be raised to life.” 

Reshaping expectations about 
the Messiah



“
R. Kent Hughes 

Luke: That You May Know the Truth

[The Messiah was expected to be a] superhuman being 
who would overthrow Israel’s enemies, regather God’s 
earthly people from the four corners of the world, and 
make Jerusalem the center of the world, establishing the 
perfect reign of God on earth. 



“They were witnesses of a ‘humiliation’ which they 
could not reconcile with the notions they had inherited 
in reference to the power and pomp of the Messiah. 
And yet it was evident that he was entirely unlike all 
other rabbis. He was the Master of masters, and a 
mystery over and above. An inner luster was 
continually breaking through. It was glorious; 
it was unique. His character was 
transcendently noble and pure…



“Though these men, afterwards so great, had attained to 
this grand conception of their adored Master, though 
they alone, among the crowds, through the sad colored 
veil of his low estate, could see shining the glory of 
Divinity, yet they could not grasp yet the conception of 
a suffering Messiah, and in spite of all the teaching of 
the Master, the cross and the Passion made 
them unbelievers again.

~H.D.M. Spence, Pulpit Commentary



Luke 9:23-25
23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my 
disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross 

daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save 
their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me 
will save it. 25 What good is it for someone to gain the 

whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self?” 

Reshaping expectations about 
following the Messiah



“The sacrifices you want to make aren’t always the only 
sacrifices God wants.

~ Catholic Author Eve Tushnet



Luke 9:23-25
23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my 
disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross 

daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save 
their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me 
will save it. 25 What good is it for someone to gain the 

whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self?” 

Reshaping expectations about 
following the Messiah



“The word life is not the word for physical life. He’s not 
saying you need to lose your life physically or you 
have to save your life physically, because there’s a 
good Greek word for that. That’s the word bios, from 
which we get our word biology, and so on.
Instead the word he uses here that’s translated life is 
the Greek word psyche, the word for self. He’s talking 
about the psychological life. He’s talking about the 
inner life, and what he’s saying is…It’s pretty radical. 



“
~ Keller, T. J. (2013). The Timothy Keller Sermon Archive. 

New York City: Redeemer Presbyterian Church.

He says, “Your old way of having an identity, your 
old way of gaining a sense of self, has to be over. You 
have to, in a sense, die to it, and through me, I can give 
you a whole new identity. You must have a whole 
reconstructed identity. You’ll get a whole new, true 
self.” That’s what he’s saying.



Luke 9:23-25
23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my 
disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross 

daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save 
their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me 
will save it. 25 What good is it for someone to gain the 

whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self?” 

Reshaping expectations about 
following the Messiah



Luke 9:26-27
26 “Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son 
of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his 

glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy 
angels. 27 Truly I tell you, some who are standing here 

will not taste death before they see the kingdom of 
God.” 

Reshaping expectations about 
following the Messiah



Gospel Application

Jesus to you:
Who do you say I am?
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