


1After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and 
village to another, proclaiming the good news of the 

kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, 2 and also 
some women who had been cured of evil spirits and 
diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven 
demons had come out; 3 Joanna the wife of Chuza, the 
manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many 

others. These women were helping to support them out 
of their own means.

Luke 8:1-15



4 While a large crowd was gathering and people were 
coming to Jesus from town after town, he told this 

parable: 5 “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was 
scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was 

trampled on, and the birds ate it up. 6 Some fell on rocky 
ground, and when it came up, the plants withered 

because they had no moisture. 7 Other seed fell among 
thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants. 

8 Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded 
a crop, a hundred times more than was sown.”

Luke 8:1-15



When he said this, he called out, “Whoever has ears to 
hear, let them hear.”

9 His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10 He 
said, “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of 

God has been given to you, but to others I speak in 
parables, so that,

“‘though seeing, they may not see;
though hearing, they may not understand.’

Luke 8:1-15



11 “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the 
word of God. 12 Those along the path are the ones who 

hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word 
from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be 
saved. 13 Those on the rocky ground are the ones who 
receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they 

have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of 
testing they fall away.

Luke 8:1-15



14 The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who 
hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by 
life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not 

mature. 15 But the seed on good soil stands for those with 
a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, 

and by persevering produce a crop.

Luke 8:1-15



I.Framing the Narrative
II.What are Parables (and how should we read them)?

III.The Sower and Isaiah 6
IV.Jesus’ Explanation
V.Gospel Application
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Does the reality of Jesus Christ bring you into 
paths of shared mission alongside people with 
whom you would otherwise have nothing in 

common? 

Application
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“To those who are susceptible to TV commercials and 
music videos, for whom “text” is a verb, to whom 

tweeting is the ultimate in self-expression, the parables 
have a certain cultural cache. Studies have repeatedly 

shown that the most successful commercials “tell a 
story.” A commercial for an automobile or a skin 

conditioner that causes the viewer to reevaluate one’s 
worth as a human being—all within the space of thirty 
seconds—bears the earmarks of a perversely effective 

parable.” 
~Richard Lischer, Reading the Parables

II. What Are Parables?



Parables are subversive stories designed to crack open 
worldviews and attempt to modify those worldviews 

from the inside out.

They exist at the intersection of theological witness and 
poetic imagination.

II. What Are Parables?



“At its simplest, the parable is a metaphor or simile 
drawn from nature or common life, arresting the hearer 
by its vividness or strangeness, and leaving the mind in 
sufficient doubt about its precise application to tease it 

into active thought.”

~Kyle Snodgrass, Stories With Intent

II. What Are Parables?



“Parables are imaginary gardens with real toads in 
them.”

~Kyle Snodgrass, Stories With Intent
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2. Misconceptions (at both 

the scholarly and 
layperson level)
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“The single ‘points’ he substituted for the church’s florid 
allegories tended to be universal maxims or truisms of 

the lowest common denominator…. In his reading, 
Jesus’ lessons tended to confirm what enlightened 

moderns already believed.”

~Richard Lischer, Reading the Parables

II. What Are Parables?



Parables are “earthly stories 
with Heavenly meanings?”



“A highly attenuated Christian 
culture has detached the better-

known parables from their 
moorings in the life and 

ministry of Jesus and reduced 
them to a few bullet points of 

common sense. With their 
narrative strangeness gone, 
their punch lines are well 

known and approved by all.” 
~Richard Lischer, Reading the 

Parables



“No one would crucify a 
teacher who told pleasant 

stories to enforce prudential 
morality.” 

~C.W.F. Smith, Jesus and the 
Parables



1. Defining the Genre
2. Misconceptions (at both 

the scholarly and 
layperson level)

3. Old Testament is the key!

II. What Are Parables?





I will sing for the one I love, a song about his vineyard: 
My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside. 2 He 

dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with the 
choicest vines. He built a watchtower in it and cut out a 

winepress as well. Then he looked for a crop of good 
grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit.

3 “Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of 
Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 4 What more 
could have been done for my vineyard than I have done 
for it? When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield 

only bad? 

II. What Are Parables?



5 Now I will tell you what I am going to do to my 
vineyard: I will take away its hedge, and it will be 
destroyed; I will break down its wall, and it will be 

trampled. 6 I will make it a wasteland, neither pruned 
nor cultivated, and briers and thorns will grow there. I 

will command the clouds not to rain on it.”

7 The vineyard of the Lord Almighty is the nation of 
Israel, and the people of Judah are the vines he delighted 

in.
~Isaiah 5:1-7

II. What Are Parables?





5 “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was 
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III.The Sower and Isaiah 6
The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “Son of man, you 

are living among a rebellious people. 

They have eyes to see but do not see and ears to hear but 
do not hear, for they are a rebellious people.

3 “Therefore, son of man, pack your belongings for 
exile…

~Ezekiel 12:1-3
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8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall 
I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, 

“Here am I. Send me!”

9 He said, “Go and speak to this people: “‘Be ever 
hearing, but never understanding; be ever seeing, but 

never perceiving.’ 10 Make the heart of this people 
calloused; make their ears dull and close their eyes. 

Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their 
ears, understand with their hearts, and turn and be 

healed.”

III.The Sower and Isaiah 6



11 Then I said, “For how long, Lord?”

And he answered:
“Until the cities lie ruined and without inhabitant, until 

the houses are left deserted and the fields ruined and 
ravaged, 12 until the LORD has sent everyone far away 
and the land is utterly forsaken. 13 And though a tenth 

remains in the land, it will again be laid waste. But as the 
terebinth and oak leave stumps when they are cut down, 

so the holy seed will be the stump in the land.”

III.The Sower and Isaiah 6
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1. Are we truly hearing the Word?

Application
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