


29 (All the people, even the tax collectors, when they 
heard Jesus’ words, vindicated God, because they had 

been baptized by John. 30 But by refusing to be baptized 
by John, the Pharisees and the experts in the law rejected 

God’s purpose for themselves.)

Luke 7:18-35
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The great issues of the day had to do with the 
proper stance for a Jew to take up when faced 

with (what seemed to them to be) the 
encroachments of non-Jewish ways of life. The 

Pharisees saw themselves as standing firm for the 
old ways, the traditions of Israel, against 

paganism from without and assimilation from 
within. 

Their extreme focus on Torah makes perfect sense 
within this setting; and so does the increasing 

concentration on issues of purity.



What matters is the ideology that motivated them 
to focus so strongly on purity and to relate it in 
any way to the purity demanded in the Temple. 

Here the most attractive thesis seems to me the 
following: faced with social, political and cultural 
‘pollution’ at the level of national life as a whole, 

one natural reaction was to concentrate on 
personal cleanness, to cleanse and purify an area 

over which one did have control as a 
compensation for the impossibility of cleansing or 

purifying an area—the outward and visible 
political one—over which one had none. 



The intensifying of the biblical purity regulations 
within Pharisaism may well therefore invite the 

explanation that they are the individual analogue 
of the national fear of, and/or resistance to, 

contamination from, or oppression by, Gentiles.

~N.T. Wright, The New Testament and the People of 
God



33 For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor 
drinking wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34 The 
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, 

‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners.’ 35 But wisdom is proved right by 

all her children.”

Luke 7:18-35





Luke 7:36-50

36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner 
with him, he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined 

at the table. 37 And a woman of the city, known as a 
sinner, learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s 

house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of 
perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, 
she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped 
them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on 

them.



Luke 7:36-50
39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he 
said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would 

know who is touching him and what kind of woman she 
is—that she is a sinner.”

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell 
you.”

“Tell me, teacher,” he said.



Luke 7:36-50
41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. 

One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 
42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he 
forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love 

him more?”

43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger 
debt forgiven.”

“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.



Luke 7:36-50
44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, 
“Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You 
did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my 

feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You 
did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I 
entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not 
put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my 

feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been 
forgiven—therefore, she loved much. But whoever has 

been forgiven little loves little.”



Luke 7:36-50

48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”
49 The other guests began to say among themselves, 

“Who is this who even forgives sins?”
50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go 

in peace.”



I.The Setting
II.The Conflict

III.Simon the Interpreter
IV.Jesus the Interpreter

V.The Response

Religion vs. The Gospel



36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner 
with him, he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined 

at the table. 

I.  The Setting
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I.  The Setting

Certain ways of seating, kinds of food, conversation, 
roles, kinds of people, and rules of hospitality



Why in the world would a Pharisee 
invite Jesus to eat at his house?



I.  The Setting
“In the first-century Mediterranean world, every social 

interaction that takes place outside one’s family or outside 
one’s circle of friends is perceived as a challenge to honor, a 
mutual attempt to acquire honor from one’s social equal…

Since honor and reputation, like all goods in life, are limited, 
every social interaction of this type can turn out to be an 

affair of honor, a contest or game of honor in which players 
are faced with wins, ties, and losses.”

~Malina & Neyrey: The Social World of Luke-Acts



37And a woman of the 
city, known as a sinner, 
learned that Jesus was 
eating at the Pharisee’s 

house, so she came there 
with an alabaster jar of 

perfume.

II.  The Conflict



“She is a sinner in the city—that is, a 
woman known in the city as a sinner.  

Undoubtedly this characterization 
marks her as a prostitute by 

vocation, a whore by social status, 
contagious in her impurity and 

probably one who fraternizes with 
Gentiles for economic purposes. 

~Joel Green







4 However, there need be no poor people among you, for 
in the land the LORD your God is giving you to possess 
as your inheritance, he will richly bless you, 5 if only you 
fully obey the LORD your God and are careful to follow 

all these commands I am giving you today. 6 For the 
LORD your God will bless you as he has promised, and 

you will lend to many nations but will borrow from 
none. You will rule over many nations but none will rule 

over you. 
~Deuteronomy 15:4-6



37And a woman of the 
city, known as a sinner, 
learned that Jesus was 
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38As she stood behind 
him at his feet weeping, 
she began to wet his feet 
with her tears. Then she 

wiped them with her 
hair, kissed them and 

poured perfume on them.

II.  The Conflict



A Crossroads: What do her actions mean?



39 When the Pharisee who had 
invited him saw this, he said to 

himself, “If this man were a 
prophet, he would know who 
is touching him and what kind 
of woman she is—that she is a 

sinner.”

III.  Simon Interprets



40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I 
have something to tell you.”

“Tell me, teacher,” he said.

IV.  Jesus Interprets



41 “Two people owed money to a 
certain moneylender. One owed 

him five hundred denarii, and the 
other fifty. 42 Neither of them had 
the money to pay him back, so he 

forgave the debts of both. Now 
which of them will love him 

more?”

IV.  Jesus Interprets



43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one 
who had the bigger debt forgiven.”
“You have judged correctly,” Jesus 

said.

IV.  Jesus Interprets



IV.  Jesus Interprets

44 Then he turned toward the woman 
and said to Simon, 

“Do you see this woman?



IV.  Jesus Interprets
I came into your house. You did not 
give me any water for my feet, but 
she wet my feet with her tears and 

wiped them with her hair. 45 You did 
not give me a kiss, but this woman, 

from the time I entered, has not 
stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did 
not put oil on my head, but she has 

poured perfume on my feet. 



47 Therefore, I tell you, her many 
sins have been forgiven—therefore, 
she loved much. But whoever has 

been forgiven little loves little.”

48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your 
sins are forgiven.” 

IV.  Jesus Interprets



49 The other guests 
began to say among 
themselves, “Who is 

this who even forgives 
sins?”

IV.  The Response



“The point is that Jesus was 
offering the return from exile, 

the renewed covenant, the 
eschatological ‘forgiveness of 

sins’ – in other words, the 
kingdom of god. And, he was

offering this final eschatological blessing outside the official 
structures, to all the wrong people, and on his own authority. This 

was his real offense” 
~N.T. Wright, Jesus and the Victory of God



50 Jesus said to the 
woman, “Your faith 
has saved you; go in 

peace.” 

IV.  The Response



"If the words of Jesus of Nazareth...strike us as 
comfortable and perfectly in tune with our own 

confident common sense--our likes and 
dislikes, our budgets, and our actions toward 
strangers and foreigners--then receiving the 
words of Jesus is probably not what we're 

doing. 
We may quote a verse, put it in a power point 
presentation or even intone it loudly with an 
emotional choked up quiver, but if it doesn't 

scandalize or bother us--challenging our 
already made up minds, we aren't 

really receiving it."
~David Dark, The 

Sacredness of 
Questioning Everything



1. Where do you find yourself in this story?
- The woman?
- The Pharisee?
- The crowd?

Application
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