




18 John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling 
two of them, 19 he sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you 

the one who is to come, or should we expect someone 
else?”

20 When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John the 
Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to 

come, or should we expect someone else?’”

Luke 7:18-35



21 At that very moment, Jesus cured many who had 
diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to 

many who were blind. 22 So he replied to the 
messengers, “Go back and report to John what you have 
seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, 
those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the 

poor. 23 Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on 
account of me.”

Luke 7:18-35



24 After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to speak to 
the crowd about John: “What did you go out into the 

wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 25 If not, 
what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine 
clothes? No, those who wear expensive clothes and 

indulge in luxury are in palaces.

Luke 7:18-35



26 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 
you, and more than a prophet. 27 This is the one about 

whom it is written:

“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.’’

28 I tell you, among those born of women there is no one 
greater than John; yet the one who is least in the 

kingdom of God is greater than he.”

Luke 7:18-35



29 (All the people, even the tax collectors, when they 
heard Jesus’ words, vindicated God, because they had 

been baptized by John. 30 But by refusing to be baptized 
by John, the Pharisees and the experts in the law rejected 

God’s purpose for themselves.)

Luke 7:18-35



31 Jesus went on to say, “To what, then, can I compare 
the people of this generation? What are they like? 32 They 

are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling 
out to each other:

“‘We played the pipe for you,
and you did not dance;

we sang a dirge,
and you did not cry.’

Luke 7:18-35



33 For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor 
drinking wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34 The 
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, 

‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners.’ 35 But wisdom is proved right by 

all her children.”

Luke 7:18-35





I. Who is Jesus?



18 John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling 
two of them, 19 he sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you 

the one who is to come, or should we expect someone 
else?”

20 When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John the 
Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to 

come, or should we expect someone else?’”

I. Who is Jesus?



Why would John ask this question?
1. He was asking for the benefit of 

his own disciples

I. Who is Jesus?



Why would John ask this question?
1. He was asking for the benefit of 

his own disciples
2. He was having a hard time doing 

hard time.

I. Who is Jesus?



18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me

to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom 

for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,

to set the oppressed free,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 

favor.”
~Luke 4:18-19
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Why would John ask this question?
1. He was asking for the benefit of 

his own disciples
2. He was having a hard time doing 

hard time.
3. Something about the way Jesus 

was acting was not confirming his 
hopes and expectations of what 

The Messiah was supposed to be 
and do.

I. Who is Jesus?



He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is 
in his hand to clear his threshing floor 
and to gather the wheat into his barn, 

but he will burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.”

~Luke 3:16-17
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What does “Messiah” mean?
1. Jesus’ last name?

2. The “divine” part of Jesus (as 
opposed to the human part of 

him).
3. The anointed one, the new 

Davidic king, the one who 
brings deliverance from exile

I. Who is Jesus?



“Marley was dead to begin with ... This must 
be distinctly understood, or nothing 

wonderful can come of the story I am going 
to relate.”

~Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol



“The Jews were in exile to begin with ... This 
must be distinctly understood, or nothing 
wonderful can come of the rest of today’s 

sermon.”
~Tim Johnson, A Sermon in Progress



1. Creation (Near)
2. Fall (Far)

3. Covenant (Near)
4. Egypt (Far)

5. Exodus/Promised Land (Near)
6. Exile (Far)

7. Return From Exile? (???)
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1. Creation (Near)
2. Fall (Far)

3. Covenant (Near)
4. Egypt (Far)

5. Exodus/Promised Land (Near)
6. Exile (Far)

7. Return From Exile? (???)
8. The REAL return from 

exile/new exodus/Kingdom of 
God

(NEAREST)

I. Who is Jesus?



21 At that very moment, Jesus cured many who had 
diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to 

many who were blind. 22 So he replied to the 
messengers, “Go back and report to John what you have 
seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, 
those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the 

poor. 23 Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on 
account of me.”
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It ain’t braggin’ if you can do it.
~Dizzy Dean



“Anybody who's ever had the 
privilege of seeing me play 

knows that I am the greatest 
pitcher in the world.” 

~Dizzy Dean
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I. Who is Jesus?



We have only to remind 
ourselves that ‘Messiah’ meant, 
among other things, ‘king of the 
Jews’, to be reminded also that 
in Jesus’ day there was at least  
one person who claimed that

title, and who had the power to back up his claim. As we shall see, 
this explains some of Jesus’ most cryptic sayings. One did not 
lightly, even by implication, issue a direct challenge to a son of 

Herod the Great. 
~N.T. Wright, Jesus and the Victory of God



Why not just say, “I’m the Messiah”?
1. The socio-political consequences of 

saying that (in public) would be 
dire

2. Jesus needed to reframe John’s 
conception of what the Messiah 

was supposed to be and do

I. Who is Jesus?
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III. Two Kinds of Response



29 (All the people, even the tax collectors, when they 
heard Jesus’ words, vindicated God, because they had 

been baptized by John. 30 But by refusing to be baptized 
by John, the Pharisees and the experts in the law rejected 

God’s purpose for themselves.)
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Rejection

Spurn and Ridicule
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or too difficult

The Messenger

The Message

The Outcome

Acceptance

Believe and Trust

Act in obedience



Rejection

Spurn and Ridicule

Dismiss as irrelevant 
or too difficult

Remain in (self-
imposed) exile

The Messenger

The Message

The Outcome

Acceptance

Believe and Trust

Act in obedience

Participate in the 
real return from 

exile



31 Jesus went on to say, “To what, then, can I compare 
the people of this generation? What are they like? 32 They 

are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling 
out to each other:
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33 For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor 
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Canadians: Negative. You will have to divert your course 15
degrees to the South to avoid a collision. 

Americans: This is the Captain of a US Navy ship. I say again,
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Canadians: No, I say again, you divert YOUR course. 
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Canadians: This is a lighthouse. It’s your call.



31 Jesus went on to say, “To what, then, can I compare 
the people of this generation? What are they like? 32 They 

are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling 
out to each other:

“‘We played the pipe for you,
and you did not dance;

we sang a dirge,
and you did not cry.’

III. Two Kind of Response



Gospel Application
Where do you find yourself in this story?

- The Crowds/Tax Collectors
- The Pharisees and Lawyers

- John the Baptist



Gospel Application
Where do you find yourself in this story?

- The Crowds/Tax Collectors
- The Pharisees and Lawyers

- John the Baptist

Is Jesus an extra in a performance that’s all about you, or are 
you dancing to HIS music?
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