
Introduction - What a Saturday!

Today’s Message: Luke 5:27-39

BIG IDEA
Jesus incites controversy as he 
clarifies his mission

Jesus’ mission statement
Luke 4:18-19

Jesus calls Levi
Luke 5:27-28

Levi hosts a great banquet
Luke 5:29

The first question
Luke 5:30

Would Jesus bake a cake for a gay 
wedding?

Jesus’ response
Luke 5:31-32

Romans 3:10-12, Acts 2:14, 36-39

The second question, kind of
Luke 5:33

Jesus’ response
Luke 5:34-35

Two parables, same point
Luke 5:36-39

To whom does Jesus direct his 
message and his mission?

Gospel Application – 

Are you an anyone?

Luke 5:27-39
27 After this, Jesus went out and saw 
a tax collector by the name of Levi 
sitting at his tax booth. “Follow me,” 
Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got 

up, left everything and followed him. 
29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Je-

sus at his house, and a large crowd of 
tax collectors and others were eat-
ing with them. 30 But the Pharisees 
and the teachers of the law who 

belonged to their sect complained 
to his disciples, “Why do you eat and 

drink with tax collectors and sinners?” 
31 Jesus answered them, “It is not the 
healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 

32 I have not come to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance.” 33 They 
said to him, “John’s disciples often 
fast and pray, and so do the dis-
ciples of the Pharisees, but yours 

go on eating and drinking.” 34 Jesus 
answered, “Can you make the friends 
of the bridegroom fast while he is with 

them? 35 But the time will come when 
the bridegroom will be taken from 
them; in those days they will fast.” 
36 He told them this parable: “No 

one tears a piece out of a new garment 
to patch an old one. Otherwise, they 
will have torn the new garment, and the 

patch from the new will not match the 
old. 37 And no one pours new wine 
into old wineskins. Otherwise, the 
new wine will burst the skins; the 
wine will run out and the wineskins 
will be ruined. 38 No, new wine 

must be poured into new wineskins. 
39 And no one after drinking old wine 

wants the new, for they say, ‘The old is 
better.’ ”

Luke 5:1-11
1 One day as Jesus was standing by 
the Lake of Gennesaret, the people 
were crowding around him and lis-
tening to the word of God. 2 He saw 

at the water’s edge two boats, left there 
by the fishermen, who were washing 

their nets. 3 He got into one of the 
boats, the one belonging to Simon, 
and asked him to put out a little 
from shore. Then he sat down and 

taught the people from the boat. 
4 When he had finished speaking, he 

said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, 
and let down the nets for a catch.” 5 Si-
mon answered, “Master, we’ve worked 
hard all night and haven’t caught any-

thing. But because you say so, I will 
let down the nets.” 6 When they had 
done so, they caught such a large 
number of fish that their nets began 

to break. 7 So they signaled their part-
ners in the other boat to come and help 
them, and they came and filled both 

boats so full that they began to sink. 
8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell 
at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away 
from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” 

9 For he and all his companions were 
astonished at the catch of fish they had 
taken, 10 and so were James and John, 

the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. 
Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be 
afraid; from now on you will fish for 
people.” 11 So they pulled their boats 
up on shore, left everything and fol-
lowed him. 

Other passages: John 1:35-42, Exodus 
3:4-6, Isaiah 6:1-6, Job 42:3-6, John 

21:1-7
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Today’s Message:
Dinner Guests & Desiring God

Luke 5:27-39



Dinner Guests & Desiring God

BIG IDEA:
Jesus incites controversy 
as he clarifies his mission



Luke 4:18-19
18“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has 

anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.  He 
has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 

recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 
19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Jesus’ Mission Statement



Luke 5:27-39
27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by 
the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. “Follow me,” 
Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left everything 

and followed him. 



Luke 5:27-39
27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by 
the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. “Follow me,” 
Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left everything 

and followed him. 



“The Romans assessed a district a fixed tax figure and then sold 
the right to collect taxes to the highest bidder. The buyer then 
had to hand over the assessed figure at the end of the year and 
could keep whatever he gathered above that amount. Such a 
system invited extortion. The potential for abuse was further 
aided by both the primitive record-keeping and the limited 
means of communication in the ancient world, both of which 
made it difficult for people to verify when they were 
being exploited or to appeal it…Such men (i.e. tax collectors) 
were skilled extortionists. The Talmud classified them as 
robbers (Sanhedrin 25b). Not surprisingly, they often allied 
themselves with thugs and enforcers—the scum of Jewish 
society…



“Jewish tax collectors were easily the most hated men in Hebrew 
society—despicable, rich vermin. They were classed with 
“robbers, evildoers, adulterers” (Luke 18:11), with prostitutes 
(Matthew 21:32), and with pagan Gentiles (Matthew 18:17). 
They were not only hated for their robbery, but also because 
they were lackeys of the Romans. Tax collectors could not serve 
as witnesses in court and were excommunicated from the 
synagogues. Low-life Levi and his friends were the 
lowest of the lowest.

~ R. Kent Hughes, Luke: That You May Know the Truth, 
Preaching the Word



Luke 5:27-39
27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by 
the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. “Follow me,” 
Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left everything 

and followed him. 



“This was utterly amazing, because of all the people in 
Capernaum, Levi was the most publicly unacceptable candidate 
for discipleship. Jesus sought out the man no one else wanted, 
the one who some wished would come under God’s most 
severe judgment.

~ R. Kent Hughes, Luke: That You May Know the Truth, 
Preaching the Word
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29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his 

house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others 
were eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the 

teachers of the law who belonged to their sect 
complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink 

with tax collectors and sinners?” 31 Jesus answered 
them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the 

sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance.”



Luke 5:27-39
29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his 

house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others 
were eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the 

teachers of the law who belonged to their sect 
complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink 

with tax collectors and sinners?” 31 Jesus answered 
them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the 

sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance.”



“If food is treated as a code, the messages it encodes will 
be found in the pattern of social relations being 
expressed. The message is about different degrees of 
hierarchy, inclusion and exclusion, boundaries and 
transactions across the boundaries.

Mary Douglas 
Implicit Meanings,

British Anthropologist  



“The presence of Jesus at the table with social outcasts begs for 
rationalization, given that shared meals symbolized shared 
lives—intimacy, kinship, unity—throughout the Mediterranean 
world…Pharisees interpreted the holiness of the temple as 
extending to their own households, with the ritual purity 
required of priests serving in the temple extended
to their tables. The food to be eaten must be 
ritually clean; those with whom one ate likewise.

Joel B. Green, 
The Gospel of Luke, 

The New International Commentary on the New Testament



“In their view (i.e. Pharisees and teachers of the law), 
Jesus had defiled himself by consorting with the 
collective Hebrew and Gentile scum of Galilee. His 
eating with them indicated friendship and full 
acceptance.

Leon Morris
Luke: an Introduction and Commentary 

Australian New Testament Scholar





Luke 5:27-39
29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his 

house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others 
were eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the 

teachers of the law who belonged to their sect 
complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink 

with tax collectors and sinners?” 31 Jesus answered 
them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the 

sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance.”



Romans 3:10-12
10 “None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no 

one understands; no one seeks for God. 12 All have 
turned aside; together they have become worthless; no 

one does good, not even one.”



Acts 2:14
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, 

raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews 
and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this 

to you; listen carefully to what I say.



Acts 2:36-39
36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God 

has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord 
and Messiah…Repent and be baptized, every one of 

you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and 
for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God 

will call.”



“Christianity tells people to repent and promises them 
forgiveness. It therefore has nothing (as far as I know) 
to say to people who do not know they have done 
anything to repent of and who do not feel that they 
need any forgiveness. It is after you have realized that 
there is a real Moral Law, and a Power behind the law, 
and that you have broken that law and put yourself 
wrong with that Power—it is after all this, and 
not a moment sooner, that Christianity begins 
to talk. 

C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity



Luke 5:27-39
33 They said to him, “John’s disciples often fast and 

pray, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours 
go on eating and drinking.” 34 Jesus answered, “Can 

you make the friends of the bridegroom fast while he is 
with them? 35 But the time will come when the 

bridegroom will be taken from them; in those days they 
will fast.”



“The deliberate nonconsumption of food in the Old 
Testament signifies a dissatisfaction with the present, 
typically in response to great loss or as an expression 
of hope.

Joel B. Green, 
The Gospel of Luke, 

The New International Commentary on the New Testament



“All in attendance on the bridegroom are relieved of all 
religious observances which would lessen their joy. 

William Barclay
Gospel of Mark

Professor of Divinity at University of Glasgow



Luke 5:27-39
36 He told them this parable: “No one tears a piece out 
of a new garment to patch an old one. Otherwise, they 

will have torn the new garment, and the patch from the 
new will not match the old.”



Luke 5:27-39
37 “And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. 

Otherwise, the new wine will burst the skins; the wine 
will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. 38 No, 

new wine must be poured into new wineskins. 39 And 
no one after drinking old wine wants the new, for they 

say, ‘The old is (good).’ ” 



Directed to whom?
Luke 4:16b-21

18“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has 
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.  He 

has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 

19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Jesus’ Mission Statement



Directed to whom?
• Luke 4:26 – The Sidonian
• Luke 4:27 – The Syrian
• Luke 4:33 – The Demoniac
• Luke 4:38 – Peter’s mother-in-law
• Luke 4:40 – The sick and diseased
• Luke 5:8 – Peter 

Jesus’ Mission Statement



Who is dismissive of or rejecting Jesus?
• Synagogue attenders
• Hometown friends
• Religious leaders

Jesus’ Mission Statement



“
~ Keller, T. J. (2013). The Timothy Keller Sermon Archive. 

New York City: Redeemer Presbyterian Church.

The people who most dislike religion most like the 
gospel. The people who most like religion most dislike 
the gospel. 



“
~ Keller, T. J. (2013). The Timothy Keller Sermon Archive. 

New York City: Redeemer Presbyterian Church.

It’s not just that anyone can come, but only anyones
can come. It’s not just that even the unrespectable can 
find Jesus, in a certain sense, only the unrespectable 
can find Jesus, only the ones who know they’re in the 
same condition.





Gospel application:

Are you an “anyone”?



Gospel application:

Are you an “anyone”?

Do you see God’s love in the gospel
to pursue those no one else wants?
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