
Luke 4:31-44
31Then he went down to Capernaum, a town 

in Galilee, and on the Sabbath he taught the 
people.  32They were amazed at his teaching, 
because his words had authority.

33In the synagogue there was a man possessed 
by a demon, an impure spirit.  He cried out at the 
top of his voice, 34“Go away!  What do you want 
with us, Jesus of Nazareth?  Have you come to 

destroy us?  I know who you are—the Holy 
One of God!”
35 “Be quiet!” Jesus said sternly.  “Come out 
of him!”  Then the demon threw the man 
down before them all and came out without 

injuring him.
36All the people were amazed and said to each 

other, “What words these are!  With authority 
and power he gives orders to impure spirits and 
they come out!”  37And the news about him spread 
throughout the surrounding area.
38Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home 

of Simon.  Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suf-
fering from a high fever, and they asked Jesus 
to help her.  39So he bent over her and rebuked 
the fever, and it left her. She got up at once and 
began to wait on them.

40At sunset, the people brought to Jesus all who 
had various kinds of sickness, and laying his 

hands on each one, he healed them.  41Moreover, 
demons came out of many people, shouting, “You 

are the Son of God!”  But he rebuked them and 
would not allow them to speak, because they 
knew he was the Messiah.
42At daybreak, Jesus went out to a solitary 
place.  The people were looking for him and 

when they came to where he was, they tried 
to keep him from leaving them.  43But he said, “I 
must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of 
God to the other towns also, because that is why 

I was sent.”  44And he kept on preaching in the 
synagogues of Judea.

2 Timothy 2:26-18
16 Avoid godless chatter, because those who 
indulge in it will become more and more un-

godly.  17Their teaching will spread like gangrene.  
Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18who 

have wandered away from the truth.  They say that 
the resurrection has already taken place, and they 
destroy the faith of some.

1 Corinthians 4:20
For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but 
of power.

Introduction – Hope’s Financial Update

Where we’ve come from so far:

PART ONE – THE MIRACLE
The Situation – Luke 5:12a
What is Leprosy?

The Man’s Request - Luke 5:12b
The man’s heart

The faith in the request

What are you asking for?  Clean?

Jesus’ Willingness – Luke 5:13
 “reached out his hand and touched the man”

The cleansing

PART TWO – THE REINSTATEMENT
The Completion of the Cleansing – Lk 5:14
What’s going on here?
Leviticus 13:1-3, 9-10, 45-46, 14:1-11

Why not tell anyone?
Mark 1:44-45

Cleansed & brought back to community
1 John 1:8-9

PART THREE – RESPONDING TO JESUS
The Response of the Crowd – Luke 5:15

Jesus’ Response to the Crowd’s Response – 
Luke 5:16

Gospel Application – “Are you in the Crowd or 
 the Community with Jesus?”

Message Notes
Jesus, the Cleanser

Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)





Hope’s Financial Update



2014 Budget - $1,601,873.20 
2014 Income - $1,854,780.11 

Hope’s Financial Update



2014 Budget - $1,601,873.20 
2014 Income - $1,854,780.11 

Hope’s 2015 Budget - $1,838,644.07
14.78% increase - 7.77% “hardwired” from 2014 

budget decisions.

Hope’s Financial Update



2014 Budget - $1,601,873.20 
2014 Income - $1,854,780.11 

Hope’s 2015 Budget - $1,838,644.07
14.78% increase - 7.77% “hardwired” from 2014 

budget decisions.

Ended last year with a surplus
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Prorated Net Income for January 2015:

-$11,032.87 *

*Prorating pensions (~$55k) and AVL (~$12k)
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Weekly Giving Average:

$29,172.18

Weekly Need:

$34,801.92 (difference of $5,629.72 per week)
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Giving to-date Compared to Budget (and 
previous years):

-$39,308.18

2014: -$71,692.78
2013: -$54,341.59
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Luke 3:21-23a
21When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was 

baptized too.  And as he was praying, heaven was opened 
22and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like 
a dove.  And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, 

whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

23Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he 
began his ministry. 

The Coronation of the King



The Temptation of Jesus

Luke 4:5-8
5The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an 

instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6And he said to him, “I 
will give you all their authority and splendor; it has been 
given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to.  7If you 

worship me, it will all be yours.” 

8Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God 
and serve him only.’”



Luke 4:16b-21
18“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has 

anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.  He 
has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 

recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 
19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Jesus’ Mission Statement



Luke 4:31-32
31Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and 
on the Sabbath he taught the people.  32They were amazed 

at his teaching, because his words had authority…

New Town.  Different Response.



Luke 4:31-32
31Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and 
on the Sabbath he taught the people.  32They were amazed 

at his teaching, because his words had authority…

43But he said, “I must proclaim the good news of the 
kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is 

why I was sent.”  44And he kept on preaching in the 
synagogues of Judea.

New Town.  Different Response.



Numinous Awe
Numinous Awe is a violent contradiction of fear and 

fascination, of approach and avoidance. 

Rudolph Otto, German Sociologist of 
Religion, The Idea of the Holy



Today’s Message:
“Jesus, the Cleanser”

Luke 5:12-16



Luke 5:12-16
12While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came 

along who was covered with leprosy.  When he saw 
Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and begged 

him, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.”
13Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I 

am willing,” he said.  “Be clean!” And immediately the 
leprosy left him.



Luke 5:12-16
14Then Jesus ordered him, “Don’t tell anyone, but go, 

show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that 
Moses commanded for your cleansing,

as a testimony to them.”



Luke 5:12-16
15Yet the news about him spread all the more, so that 

crowds of people came to hear him and to be healed of 
their sicknesses.  16But Jesus often withdrew to lonely 

places and prayed.
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Part One – THE MIRACLE
(Luke 5:12-13)



Luke 5:12a
12While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came 

along who was covered with leprosy.  When he saw 
Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and begged 

him, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.”
13Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I 

am willing,” he said.  “Be clean!” And immediately the 
leprosy left him.

The Situation



“In extrabiblical Greek the word lepra usually designated something like 
psoriasis. In the Greek OT it translates Hebrew ṣāraʿat (e.g. Leviticus 13–14). 
Some think that the latter may denote there “true leprosy”
(Hansen’s disease, caused by mycobacterium leprae).  But it more likely refers to 
several inflammatory or scaly skin-diseases (e.g. favus, lupus, psoriasis, 
ringworm, or white spots).  The descriptions in Leviticus 13–14 conform much 
more to the latter than to “true leprosy.”  Though Hansen’s disease was 
apparently isolated only ca. A.D. 1870, it was known in antiquity, appearing at 
least in the sixth century B.C. in India (to judge from literary
descriptions of it), but known by a different name.  But what is
known as ṣāraʿat in the OT was regarded as the cause of
ceremonial defilement; persons so afflicted were excluded
from normal [contact] with others, having to live often
outside of towns (see Exod 4:6; Num 5:2–3; 12:10–12; Deut 24:8; 2 Kgs 5:27; 7:3–9).

~ Joseph A. Fitzmyer, The Gospel according to Luke I–IX: Introduction, Translation, and Notes, vol. 28,
Anchor Yale Bible (New Haven; London: Yale University Press, 2008), 573–574.



Luke 5:12b
12While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came 

along who was covered with leprosy.  When he saw 
Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and begged 

him, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.”
13Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I 

am willing,” he said.  “Be clean!” And immediately the 
leprosy left him.

The Man’s Request



Luke 5:12b
12While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came 

along who was covered with leprosy.  When he saw 
Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and begged 

him, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.”
13Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I 

am willing,” he said.  “Be clean!” And immediately the 
leprosy left him.

The Man’s Request
The man’s heart



Luke 5:12b
12While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came 

along who was covered with leprosy.  When he saw 
Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and begged 

him, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.”
13Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I 

am willing,” he said.  “Be clean!” And immediately the 
leprosy left him.

The Man’s Request
The faith in the request



Luke 5:12b
12While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came 

along who was covered with leprosy.  When he saw 
Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and begged 

him, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.”
13Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I 

am willing,” he said.  “Be clean!” And immediately the 
leprosy left him.

The Man’s Request
What are you asking for? “To be clean”?!?!



“society...   Whenever he came in range of the normal 
population, he had to assume a disheveled appearance 
and cry, “Unclean! Unclean!” Think about how you 
would feel shouting this while entering a grocery store or 
a mall, and the pervasive sense of worthlessness and 
despair you would experience. Lepers were typically 
beggars because there was no way they could support 
themselves. Sometimes their families deposited food in 
remote places. 

In Israel the lot of a leper was summed up in Leviticus 13:45–46: “The 
person with such an infectious disease must wear torn clothes, let his 
hair be unkempt, cover the lower part of his face and cry out, ‘Unclean! 
Unclean!’ As long as he has the infection he remains unclean. He must 
live alone; he must live outside the camp.” We can hardly imagine the 
humiliation and isolation of a leper’s life. He was ostracized from



“summed it up by saying that lepers were treated “as if 
they were, in effect, dead men”—dead men walking. 
Indeed, to the rabbis the cure of a leper was as difficult as 
raising a person from the dead.

~ R. Kent Hughes, Luke: That You May Know the Truth, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: 
Crossway Books, 1998), 166-167.

They customarily lived in bands—fellow outcasts (cf. 2 Kings 7:3; Luke 
17:12). By Jesus’ time, rabbinical teaching, with its minute strictures, 
had made matters even worse. If a leper even stuck his head inside a 
house, the house was pronounced unclean. It was illegal to greet a 
leper. Lepers had to remain at least 100 cubits away if they were 
upwind, and four cubits if downwind. Josephus, the Jewish historian, 



Luke 5:13a
12While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came 

along who was covered with leprosy.  When he saw 
Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and begged 

him, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.”
13Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I 

am willing,” he said.  “Be clean!” And immediately the 
leprosy left him.

Jesus’ Willingness
Jesus “touched the man”



Luke 5:13b
12While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came 

along who was covered with leprosy.  When he saw 
Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and begged 

him, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.”
13Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I 

am willing,” he said.  “Be clean!” And immediately the 
leprosy left him.

Jesus’ Willingness
The cleansing



Part One – THE MIRACLE
(Luke 5:12-13)

Part Two – THE REINSTATEMENT
(Luke 5:14)

Part Three – HOW TO RESPOND TO JESUS 
(Luke 5:15-16) 



Luke 5:14
14Then Jesus ordered him, “Don’t tell anyone, but go, 

show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that 
Moses commanded for your cleansing,

as a testimony to them.”

The Completion of the Cleansing
What’s going on here?



Leviticus 13:1-3, 9-10, 45-46, 14:1-11
1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 2“When anyone 
has a swelling or a rash or a shiny spot on their skin 

that may be a defiling skin disease, they must be 
brought to Aaron the priest or to one of his sons who is 
a priest.  3The priest is to examine the sore on the skin, 

and if the hair in the sore has turned white and the sore 
appears to be more than skin deep, it is a defiling skin 

disease.  When the priest examines that person, he shall 
pronounce them ceremonially unclean…



Leviticus 13:1-3, 9-10, 45-46, 14:1-11
9“When anyone has a defiling skin disease, they must 

be brought to the priest.  10The priest is to examine 
them…

45“Anyone with such a defiling disease must wear torn 
clothes, let their hair be unkempt, cover the lower part 
of their face and cry out, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’  46As long 

as they have the disease they remain unclean. They 
must live alone; they must live outside the camp.



Leviticus 13:1-3, 9-10, 45-46, 14:1-11
1The LORD said to Moses, 2“These are the regulations 

for any diseased person at the time of their ceremonial 
cleansing, when they are brought to the priest: 3The 

priest is to go outside the camp and examine them.  If 
they have been healed of their defiling skin disease, e

4 the priest shall order that two live clean birds and 
some cedar wood, scarlet yarn and hyssop be brought 

for the person to be cleansed.  5Then the priest shall 
order that one of the birds be killed

over fresh water in a clay pot.  



Leviticus 13:1-3, 9-10, 45-46, 14:1-11
6He is then to take the live bird and dip it, together with 

the cedar wood, the scarlet yarn and the hyssop, into 
the blood of the bird that was killed over the fresh 
water.  7Seven times he shall sprinkle the one to be 

cleansed of the defiling disease, and then pronounce 
them clean. After that, he is to release the live bird in 

the open fields.



Leviticus 13:1-3, 9-10, 45-46, 14:1-11
8“The person to be cleansed must wash their clothes, 

shave off all their hair and bathe with water; then they 
will be ceremonially clean.  After this they may come 

into the camp, but they must stay outside their tent for 
seven days.  9On the seventh day they must shave off 
all their hair; they must shave their head, their beard, 
their eyebrows and the rest of their hair.  They must 
wash their clothes and bathe themselves with water, 

and they will be clean.



Leviticus 13:1-3, 9-10, 45-46, 14:1-11
10“On the eighth day they must bring two male lambs 

and one ewe lamb a year old, each without defect, 
along with three-tenths of an ephah of the finest flour 

mixed with olive oil for a grain offering, and one log of 
oil.  11The priest who pronounces them clean shall 

present both the one to be cleansed and their offerings 
before the LORD at the entrance to the tent of meeting…





Luke 5:14a
14Then Jesus ordered him, “Don’t tell anyone, but go, 

show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that 
Moses commanded for your cleansing,

as a testimony to them.”

The Completion of the Cleansing
Why not tell anyone?



Mark 1:44-45
44“See that you don’t tell this to anyone.  But go, show 

yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses 
commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to 

them.”  45Instead he went out and began to talk freely, 
spreading the news.  As a result, Jesus could no longer 

enter a town openly but stayed outside in lonely places.  
Yet the people still came to him from everywhere.



Luke 5:14
14Then Jesus ordered him, “Don’t tell anyone, but go, 

show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that 
Moses commanded for your cleansing,

as a testimony to them.”

The Completion of the Cleansing
Cleansed, not just healed, and restored to community



“This was done above fresh water (symbolic of cleansing). 
Next the live bird, along with the wood, yarn, and hyssop, 
was dipped in the blood, and blood was sprinkled upon the 
leper seven times as he was pronounced “clean.” This initial 
ceremony concluded with the live bird being released in the 
open fields to wing its way to freedom (vv. 1–7). 

In Biblical times the rare deliverances from leprosy were certified by an 
elaborate and uniquely joyful ceremony that extended over eight full days 
in fulfillment of the directives of Leviticus 14. It began when a priest met 
the would-be celebrant outside the camp and verified that he actually was 
healed. Then, still outside the camp, two birds were presented along with 
some cedar wood, scarlet yarn, and hyssop. One of the birds was killed in 
a clay pot (so that none of its blood was lost). 



“For us Christians, the Old Testament’s description of these 
ancient ceremonies elicits incredible joy not only because the 
Scriptures speak of Christ (cf. Luke 24:27; John 5:39), but also 
because this elaborate ritual specifically speaks of the 
atonement through Christ and his power to deliver. This is 
precisely what Jesus’ healing of the leper in Luke 5 is all is 
about.
~ R. Kent Hughes, Luke: That You May Know the Truth, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 
1998), 165-166.

As a result, the blood-sprinkled person could once again join the community. 
This foreshadowed the effect of Christ’s blood, which reconciles man to God 
and makes it possible for the sinner to join the household of faith.

Imagine the joy of the healed man and his family—and the communal 
celebration that accompanied that great eighth day. It was as if a resurrection 
had taken place. Very likely there was feasting and singing long into the 
night. 



1 John 1:8-9 (ESV)
8If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 

the truth is not in us.  9If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness.  10If we say we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.



Part One – THE MIRACLE
(Luke 5:12-13)

Part Two – THE REINSTATEMENT
(Luke 5:14)

Part Three – HOW TO RESPOND TO JESUS 
(Luke 5:15-16) 



Luke 5:15
15Yet the news about him spread all the more, so that 

crowds of people came to hear him and to be healed of 
their sicknesses.  16But Jesus often withdrew to lonely 

places and prayed.

The Response of the Crowd



Luke 5:16
15Yet the news about him spread all the more, so that 

crowds of people came to hear him and to be healed of 
their sicknesses.  16But Jesus often withdrew to lonely 

places and prayed.

Jesus’ Response to the Crowd’s Response



I had time for one more question. “Did you know that Jesus 
referred to your profession? Let me read you what he said: 
‘I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 
entering the kingdom of God ahead of you.’ He was 
speaking to the religious authorities of his day. What do 
you think Jesus meant? Why did he single out prostitutes?”



After several minutes of silence a young woman from Eastern 
Europe spoke up in her broken English. “Everyone, she has 
someone to look down on. Not us. We are at the low. Our families, 
they feel shame for us. No mother nowhere looks at her little girl 
and says, ‘Honey, when you grow up I want you be good 
prostitute.’ Most places, we are breaking the law. Believe me, we

know how people feel about us. People 
call us names: whore, slut, hooker, 
harlot. We feel it too. We are the bottom. 
And sometimes when you are at the 
low, you cry for help. So when Jesus 
comes, we respond. Maybe Jesus meant 
that.

~ Philip Yancey, What Good is God?



Gospel of Luke Application:



Gospel of Luke Application:

How do you respond to Jesus Christ?
Crowd? ---- Community?



Gospel of Luke Application:

How do you respond to Jesus Christ?
Crowd? ---- Community?

Do you want to be clean?
He is willing!
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