
Introduction – What’s the horse trough at Hope East?

Today’s Message
Zechariah’s Song: Praise to the God who keeps his 

promises!
Luke 1:67-80

A Simba Moment
Luke 1:67

Four-Fold Praise that looks backward and forward
Luke 1:68-79

Praise #1 - The Power of Salvation
Luke 1:68-71

2 Samuel 7:11b-16
Isaiah 9:6-7

1 Corinthians 1:18-24

Praise #2 - The Fulfillment of God’s Oath
Luke 1:72-75

Genesis 22:16-18

1 John 4:16b-18

Praise #3 - The Bringing of “The One Who Goes 
Before”
Luke 1:76-77

Isaiah 40:3-5

John 3:29-31

Praise #4 - The Rising of the Sun
Luke 1:78-79

Malachi 4:2, 5-6

John 8:12

And the Plot Thickens…
Luke 1:80

Gospel Application – Is your hope & praise in God’s: 
    Deliverance - Power of Salvation
    Removal of Fear
    Assurance of Forgiveness of Sins
    Hope and Purpose in your life? 

Luke 1:67-80
67His father Zechariah was filled with 
the Holy Spirit and prophesied:

68“Praise be to the Lord, the God of 
Israel, because he has come and has 
redeemed his people. 69He has raised up 

a horn of salvation for us in the house 
of his servant David 70(as he said 
through his holy prophets of long 
ago), 71salvation from our enemies 

and from the hand of all who hate 
us— 72to show mercy to our fathers 

and to remember his holy covenant, 
73the oath he swore to our father Abra-
ham: 74to rescue us from the hand of our 

enemies, and to enable us to serve him 
without fear 75in holiness and righ-
teousness before him all our days.  
76And you, my child, will be called 
a prophet of the Most High; for you 

will go on before the Lord to prepare 
the way for him, 77to give his people the 
knowledge of salvation through the for-

giveness of their sins, 78because of the 
tender mercy of our God, by which 
the rising sun will come to us from 
heaven 79to shine on those living in 

darkness and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the path of peace.”

80And the child grew and became 
strong in spirit; and he lived in the 
desert until he appeared publicly to 
Israel. 
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Today’s Message:
Zechariah’s Song:

Praise to the God who keeps his promises!
Luke 1:67-80



Luke 1:67-80
67His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit 

and prophesied:



Luke 1:67-80
68“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he 

has come and has redeemed his people. 69He has raised 
up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant 
David 70(as he said through his holy prophets of long 
ago), 71salvation from our enemies and from the hand 

of all who hate us—



Luke 1:67-80
72to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his 

holy covenant, 73the oath he swore to our father 
Abraham: 74to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, 
and to enable us to serve him without fear 75in holiness 

and righteousness before him all our days.  



Luke 1:67-80
76And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the 

Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to 
prepare the way for him, 77to give his people the 

knowledge of salvation through
the forgiveness of their sins, 



Luke 1:67-80
78because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the 

rising sun will come to us from heaven 79to shine on 
those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to 

guide our feet into the path of peace.”



Luke 1:67-80
80And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and 

he lived in the desert until he appeared publicly to 
Israel. 

.



A Simba Moment

Luke 1:67-80
67His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit 

and prophesied:



Luke 1:57, 62-64
57 When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she 

gave birth to a son…



Luke 1:57, 62-64
57 When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she 

gave birth to a son…

62Then they made signs to his father, to find out what 
he would like to name the child. 63He asked for a 
writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he 

wrote, “His name is John.” 64Immediately his mouth 
was opened and his tongue set free, and he began to 

speak, praising God.





Four-Fold Praise (looking back and forward)



Four-Fold Praise (looking back and forward)



Four-Fold Praise (looking back and forward)



Four-Fold Praise (looking back and forward)
Praise #1 – The Power of Salvation

Luke 1:68-71
68“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he 

has come and has redeemed his people. 69He has raised 
up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant 
David 70(as he said through his holy prophets of long 
ago), 71salvation from our enemies and from the hand 

of all who hate us—





Looking Back

2 Samuel 7:11b-13, 16
11b“‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will 

establish a house for you: 12When your days are over and you 
rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed 

you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his 
kingdom.  13He is the one who will build a house for my Name, 

and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever…

16Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; 
your throne will be established forever.’ ”



Looking Back

Isaiah 9:6-7
6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 

government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.  7Of the increase of his government and 

peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David’s throne 
and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with 
justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.  

The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.



Looking Forward

1 Corinthians 1:18-24
18For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who 

are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 
of God. 19 For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the 

wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”  
20Where is the wise man?  Where is the scholar?  Where is 

the philosopher of this age?  Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world?



Looking Forward

1 Corinthians 1:18-24
21For since in the wisdom of God the world through its 

wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the 
foolishness of what was preached to save those who 

believe.  22Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look 
for wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling 

block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those 
whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 

power of God and the wisdom of God.



Christ, the “horn of salvation,” can save us 
completely and eternally. We must therefore take the 
greatest pride in the gospel, “because it is the power 
of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: 
first for the Jew, then for the Gentile”

~ R. Kent Hughes, Luke: That You May Know the Truth, Preaching the Word
(Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1998), 76.

Today this mighty “horn of salvation” is able “to save 
completely those who come to God through him” (Hebrews 
7:25). Whoever we are, whatever we have done, no matter how 
heinous our sin—whether it is murder, infidelity, perversion, 
betrayal, embezzlement, lying, jealousy, hateful gossip, or 
whatever—



Four-Fold Praise (looking back and forward)
Praise #2 – The Fulfillment of God’s Oath

Luke 1:72-75
72to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his 

holy covenant, 73the oath he swore to our father 
Abraham: 74to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, 
and to enable us to serve him without fear 75in holiness 

and righteousness before him all our days.



Looking Back

Genesis 22:16-18
16“I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you 
have done this and have not withheld your son, your only 

son, 17I will surely bless you and make your descendants as 
numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the 
seashore.  Your descendants will take possession of the 
cities of their enemies, 18and through your offspring all 

nations on earth will be blessed, because
you have obeyed me.”



Looking Forward

1 John 4:16b-18
16bGod is love.  Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God 
in him.  17In this way, love is made complete among us so 

that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, 
because in this world we are like him.  18There is no fear in 
love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do 

with punishment.  The one who fears is not
made perfect in love.



This is precisely the purpose of the Exodus: “Let my 
people go, so that they may worship me …” (Exod
7:16; cf. Josh 24:14). “To serve” or “to worship” is 
used to clarify the nature of the redeemed people, a 
community whose practices were to be formed in 
their worship of the Lord God. Thus, the freedom to 
worship without fear refers to much more than

spiritual or cultic practices. Worship or service embraces the 
whole way of communal life of those who have been delivered.

~ Joel B. Green, The Gospel of Luke, The New International Commentary on the New Testament 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1997), 117.



Four-Fold Praise (looking back and forward)
Praise #3 – The Bringing of “the one who goes before”

Luke 1:76-77
76And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the 

Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to 
prepare the way for him, 77to give his people the 

knowledge of salvation through the
forgiveness of their sins, 



Looking Back

Isaiah 40:3-5
3A voice of one calling: “In the desert prepare the way for 

the LORD; make straight in the wilderness a highway for our 
God.  4Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and 

hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the 
rugged places a plain.  5And the glory of the LORD will be 

revealed, and all mankind together will see it. For the 
mouth of the LORD has spoken.”



Looking Forward

John 3:29-31
29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, 

“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world!  30This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who 
comes after me has surpassed me because he was before 
me.’  31I myself did not know him, but the reason I came 

baptizing with water was that he might
be revealed to Israel.”



Four-Fold Praise (looking back and forward)
Praise #4 – The Rising of the Sun

Luke 1:78-79
78because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the 

rising sun will come to us from heaven 79to shine on 
those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to 

guide our feet into the path of peace.”



Looking Back

Malachi 4:2, 5-6
2But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will 
rise with healing in its wings.  And you will go out and leap like 

calves released from the stall…

5“See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and 
dreadful day of the LORD comes.  6He will turn the hearts of the 
fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their 
fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse.”





Looking Forward

John 8:12
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said,

“I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will
never walk in darkness,

but will have the light of life.”



The Plot Thickens…

Luke 1:80
80And the child grew and became strong in spirit;

and he lived in the desert until he
appeared publicly to Israel. 

.



Gospel of Luke Application:

How’s your hope and praise for God’s

Deliverance - Power of Salvation
Removal of Fear

Assurance of Forgiveness of Sins
Hope and Purpose in your life? 
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