
“Image-Bearers are Burden-Bearers”

Sermon Series
Jesus + Nothing = Everything

Last weeks: 
Life thru the Spirit Part 1-2
Do you have a personal relationship 
with the Holy Spirit?

This week: Galatians 6:1-5

Gently and Carfefully Restore
(6:1)
We were created for relationships 
with God and Others.  
What are we restoring people to? 

Carry each others Burdens as Christ 
carried our burdens. 
(6:2) 
Christ carrying of our burdens frees 
us to carry others burdens. 

Check Yourself Before 
You Wreck Yourself
(6:3-4)
Why do we avoid carrying burdens

Mutually Encourage 
(6:5)
Our response to having our burdens 
carried is important. 

Gospel Application

Is your identity in Christ who frees you 
to love like He loved?

Will you carry the burden of others
as long it takes? 

Will you allow others to carry your
burdens as long as it takes?

Galatians 6:1-5
Brothers and sisters, if someone is 
caught in a sin, you who live by the 
Spirit should restore that person gen-
tly. But watch yourselves, or you also 

may be tempted. 2 Carry each other’s 
burdens, and in this way you will fulfill 

the law of Christ. 3 If anyone thinks 
they are something when they are 
not, they deceive themselves. 4 
Each one should test their own 

actions. Then they can take pride in 
themselves alone, without comparing 

themselves to someone else, 5 for each 
one should carry their own load. 6 Nev-
ertheless, the one who receives instruc-

tion in the word should share all good 
things with their instructor.

Genesis 12
“I will make you into a great nation,

    and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
    and you will be a blessing.

3 I will bless those who bless you,
    and whoever curses you I will curse;

and all peoples on earth
    will be blessed through you.”

Romans 8
11 And if the Spirit of him who raised 

Jesus from the dead is living in you, he 
who raised Christ from the dead will 
also give life to your mortal bodies 
because of his Spirit who lives in 
you.

Galatians 5:13-14
13 You, my brothers and sisters, were 

called to be free. But do not use your 
freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, 
serve one another humbly in love. 14 
For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping 

this one command: “Love your neigh-
bor as yourself.”. 

Message Notes
Galatians 6:1-5

Scripture Passages
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The Difficult Ride of the Christian Life

Slippery Slope

Legalism
License

Love





How to live by God’s Spirit
Ephesians 5:18-21

“Be filled!”
Give Encouragement to others

Give Praise to God
Give Thanks to God

Give Service to others



Galatians 6:1-5
Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who 

live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But 
watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted. 2 Carry each 

other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of 
Christ. 3 If anyone thinks they are something when they are 

not, they deceive themselves. 4 Each one should test their 
own actions. Then they can take pride in themselves alone, 
without comparing themselves to someone else, 5 for each 
one should carry their own load. 6 Nevertheless, the one 

who receives instruction in the word should share all good 
things with their instructor.



This happens in 
community.











Galatians 6:1-5
Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by 
the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, 
or you also may be tempted. 2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in 

this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 

Gently Restore



Restore
• return (someone or 

something) to a former 
condition, place, or 
position.

• repair or renovate (a 
building, work of art, 
vehicle, etc.) so as to 
return it to its original 
condition.







Genesis 1
26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our 
likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the 

birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and 
over all the creatures that move along the ground.”

27 So God created mankind in his own image,
in the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.



Genesis 12

God to Abram:
“I will make you into a great nation,

and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,

and you will be a blessing.
3 I will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you I will curse;

and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you.”



Matthew 22
35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this 

question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the 
Law?”

37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first 

and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang 

on these two commandments.”



Romans 8
11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is 
living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also 

give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives 
in you.



Galatians 6:1-5
Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by 
the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, 
or you also may be tempted. 2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in 

this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 

Carefully
Gently Restore
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Image-bearers
are

Burden-bearers
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So, if “anyone thinks he is something when 
he is nothing” (v.3) they will be too self-
important to have a servant heart, to look 

around and notice the burdens of others and 
help them with them. This is a stern warning, 
and we should not relativize Paul’s statement 
that we are “nothing”. Of course, a Christian 
is filled with hope and confidence, but that is 
because Christ.  As Jesus himself said “Apart 
from me, you can do nothing” (John 15:5). It 

takes Christ-centeres humility to bear the 
burdens of others.  

Tim Keller
Galatians For You
P. 169
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Galatians 6:5
6 Nevertheless, the one who receives instruction in the word 

should share all good things with their instructor.



Galatians 6:5
6 Nevertheless, the one who receives instruction in the word 

should share all good things with their instructor.



Galatians 6:5
6 Nevertheless, the one who receives instruction in the word 

should share all good things with their instructor.



You were created to walk in the 
Spirit bearing the image of God 
as a burden-bearing, gospel-
centered friend…

Following Jesus together. 



Frodo: I will take the Ring to 
Mordor. Though…I do not 
know the way.

Gandalf: I will help you bear this 
burden, Frodo Baggins, as long 
as it is yours to bear.



Is your identity in Christ who frees you 
to love like He loved?

Will you carry the burden of others
as long it takes? 

Will you allow others to carry your
burdens as long as it takes?

Gospel Application
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