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Giving to Need



Why Give at Hope?



Why Give at Hope?
1.  Because you get to!



2 Corinthians 9:6-7
6Remember this:  Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously. 7Each of you should give what you have 

decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.



Why Give at Hope?
2. Because you are declaring your freedom 

from the entrapment of money and to God



1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19
6But godliness with contentment is great gain.  7For we 

brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing 
out of it.  8But if we have food and clothing, we will be 
content with that.  9Those who want to get rich fall into 

temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful 
desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction.  10For 

the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.  Some 
people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith 

and pierced themselves with many griefs.



1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19
17Command those who are rich in this present world not to 

be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so 
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly 

provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  
18Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and 
to be generous and willing to share.  19In this way they will 
lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the 

coming age, so that they may take hold of the
life that is truly life.



Why Give at Hope?
3.  Because you love God and what he is doing 

in this city through your home church.



Jeremiah 29:7
Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which 

I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, 
because if it prospers, you too will prosper.



How do I give at Hope?



How do I give at Hope?



How do I give at Hope?



How do I give at Hope?





Last Week’s Message
Galatians 5:1-6



Galatians 5:1-6
1It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, 
then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a 
yoke of slavery.  2Mark my words!  I, Paul, tell you that 

if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of 
no value to you at all.  3Again I declare to every man 

who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to 
obey the whole law.



Galatians 5:1-6
4You who are trying to be justified by law have been 

alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from 
grace.  5But by faith we eagerly await through the 

Spirit the righteousness for which we hope.  6For in 
Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision

has any value.  The only thing that counts is faith 
expressing itself through love.



Galatians 5:7-12
7You were running a good race.  Who cut in on you 
and kept you from obeying the truth? 8That kind of 

persuasion does not come from the one who calls you.  
9“A little yeast works through the

whole batch of dough.” 



Galatians 5:7-12
10I am confident in the Lord that you will take no other 
view.  The one who is throwing you into confusion will 
pay the penalty, whoever he may be. 11Brothers, if I am 

still preaching circumcision, why am I still being 
persecuted?  In that case the offense of the cross has 
been abolished.  12As for those agitators, I wish they 

would go the whole way and emasculate themselves! 



This Week’s Message
Galatians 5:7-12

The Hope of Gospel

Avoiding Landmines



INSERT KENYAN1 HERE!





It’s hard enough just to run without 
being tackled!



It’s hard enough just to run without 
being tackled!

Galatians 5:7-8
7You were running a good race.  Who cut in on you 
and kept you from obeying the truth? 8That kind of 

persuasion does not come from the one who calls you.



1 Corinthians 9:24
Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one 

gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize.



1 Corinthians 9:24
Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one 

gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize.

Philippians 3:13-14
13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. 

But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining 
toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the 

prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.



1 Corinthians 9:24
Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one 

gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize.

Philippians 3:13-14
13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. 

But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining 
toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the 

prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

2 Timothy 4:7
7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race,

I have kept the faith.



It’s hard enough just to run without 
being tackled!

Galatians 5:7-8
7You were running a good race.  Who cut in on you 
and kept you from obeying the truth? 8That kind of 

persuasion does not come from the one who calls you.



John 6:28-29
28Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the 

works God requires?”

29Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe 
in the one he has sent.”



It’s hard enough just to run without 
being tackled!

Galatians 5:7-8
7You were running a good race.  Who cut in on you 
and kept you from obeying the truth? 8That kind of 

persuasion does not come from the one who calls you.



A little yeast…



A little yeast…

Galatians 5:9
7You were running a good race.  Who cut in on you 
and kept you from obeying the truth? 8That kind of 

persuasion does not come from the one who calls you.  
9“A little yeast works through the

whole batch of dough.” 





“The use of leaven or yeast as a symbol of festering 
corruption probably derives from the Old Testament 
prohibition against its use during the seven days of 
Passover (cf. Exod 12:14–20; Deut 16:3–8). Paul’s use

of the same proverb in Galatians and 1 
Corinthians indicates the interrelatedness of 
orthodoxy and orthopraxy. Just as in the 
churches of Galatia a compromise of the 
truth of the gospel led to licentious living,



“so in Corinth the easy toleration of open immorality 
within the church was followed by serious doctrinal 
deviation, in their case concerning the resurrection (cf. 1 
Cor 15). Paul had begun the closing [encouraging]

section of Galatians (5:1–2) with a strong 
warning against the major theological default 
that had preoccupied him throughout the letter 
because he knew that the ethical crisis he was 
about to address could not be divorced from 
the Galatians’ prior departure from the truth of 
the gospel.

~ Timothy George, Galatians, vol. 30, page 366



Confidence in the Lord’s unfinished work



Confidence in the Lord’s unfinished work

Galatians 5:10
10I am confident in the Lord that you will take no other 
view.  The one who is throwing you into confusion will 

pay the penalty, whoever he may be.



Confidence in the Lord’s unfinished work

Philippians 1:3-6
3I thank my God every time I remember you.  4In all 

my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
5because of your partnership in the gospel from the 
first day until now, 6being confident of this, that he 
who began a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus.



Offensive words for those who
offend the Cross



Offensive words for those who
offend the Cross

Galatians 5:11-12
11Brothers, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am 
I still being persecuted?  In that case the offense of the 

cross has been abolished.  12As for those agitators, I 
wish they would go the whole way and emasculate 

themselves! 



Offensive words for those who
offend the Cross

Galatians 5:11-12
11Brothers, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am 
I still being persecuted?  In that case the offense of the 

cross has been abolished.  12As for those agitators, I 
wish they would go the whole way and emasculate 

themselves! 



Offensive words for those who
offend the Cross

Galatians 5:11-12
11Brothers, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am 
I still being persecuted?  In that case the offense of the 

cross has been abolished.  12As for those agitators, I 
wish they would go the whole way and emasculate 

themselves! 



“I wish that those who are upsetting you 
would complete their cutting operation—

on themselves!

~ F. F. Bruce, The Epistle to the Galatians: a Commentary 
on the Greek Text, page 233



““Tell those who are disturbing you I 
would like to see the knife slip.”

~ Jerusalem Bible (Galatians 5:12)



“These people are disturbing you by insisting 
on circumcision. I would that they would 

make thorough work of it in their own case, 
and instead of merely amputating the foreskin, 
would castrate themselves as heathen priests 

do. Perhaps this would be even more powerful 
help to salvation.

~ M. R. Vincent, cited in K. S. Wuest, Word Studies in the Greek 
New Testament, 1:146–47



“the crudest and rudest of all 
Paul’s [existing] statements.

~ Richard Longenecker, Word Biblical Commentary on Galatians, page 234.



Three Possible Allusions

1. Paganism



Three Possible Allusions

1. Paganism



Three Possible Allusions

2. Old Testament Reference



Three Possible Allusions

2. Old Testament Reference

Deuteronomy 23:1
No one who has been emasculated by crushing or 

cutting may enter the assembly of the Lord.



Three Possible Allusions

3.  Paul is TICKED!!



Three Possible Allusions

3.  Paul is TICKED!!



Gospel Application



Gospel Application

What’s attacking you in your race?



Gospel Application

What’s attacking you in your race?

Do you attack it back
with Gospel hope and truth?



According to this Puritan pastor, there is 
no temperament that is free from 

temptation, and the trick is to be aware of 
the threats that are easily overlooked.  For 

example, those who are naturally gentle 
and pleasant may be surprised to find 
themselves far down a path that they 

should have courageously departed from 
long ago. Such a person may, for instance, 
turn a deaf ear to slander or a blind eye to 

injustice because acknowledging these 
wrongs might require the person to act 

courageously. Although it would be 
easier 



to mind his own business, he may need to 
risk discomfort by standing up for those 

mocked or being willing to express 
righteous anger in the face of 

discrimination. Others who tend toward 
the “earthy” may rightly uphold what is 

now commonly called authenticity, but in 
the process they foster “selfishness” and 
“harsh thoughts of others.” We all have 

“peculiar lusts” due to our particular 
constitution, education, or prejudice, and 

such things have “deep rooting and 
strength in them.”



Satan tends to attack us according to our 
particular personalities, moving against a 

confident person much differently than 
an anxious one, but tempting both 

nonetheless. Thus, we must learn our 
dispositions, for in so doing we are more 

prepared to avoid the stealthy arrows 
directed at us.

~ Kelly Kapic, from Overcoming Sin and Temptation, 
Introduction to John Owen’s Mortification of Sin, p. 29 



Three Christian helps to keep in the race:



Three Christian helps to keep in the race:

Word of God
Spirit of God

People of God



Three Christian helps to keep in the race:

Word of God
Spirit of God

People of God

Hebrews 3:12-13
12See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving 

heart that turns away from the living God.  13But encourage one 
another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you 

may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.



INSERT KENYAN2 HERE!
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Why Give at Hope?



Why Give at Hope?
1.  Because you get to!



2 Corinthians 9:6-7
6Remember this:  Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously. 7Each of you should give what you have 

decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.



Why Give at Hope?
2. Because you are declaring your freedom 

from the entrapment of money and to God



1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19
6But godliness with contentment is great gain.  7For we 

brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing 
out of it.  8But if we have food and clothing, we will be 
content with that.  9Those who want to get rich fall into 

temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful 
desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction.  10For 

the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.  Some 
people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith 

and pierced themselves with many griefs.



1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19
17Command those who are rich in this present world not to 

be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so 
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly 

provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  
18Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and 
to be generous and willing to share.  19In this way they will 
lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the 

coming age, so that they may take hold of the
life that is truly life.



Why Give at Hope?
3.  Because you love God and what he is doing 

in this city through your home church.



Jeremiah 29:7
Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which 

I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, 
because if it prospers, you too will prosper.



How do I give at Hope?



How do I give at Hope?



How do I give at Hope?



How do I give at Hope?





Last Week’s Message
Galatians 5:1-6



Galatians 5:1-6
1It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, 
then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a 
yoke of slavery.  2Mark my words!  I, Paul, tell you that 

if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of 
no value to you at all.  3Again I declare to every man 

who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to 
obey the whole law.



Galatians 5:1-6
4You who are trying to be justified by law have been 

alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from 
grace.  5But by faith we eagerly await through the 

Spirit the righteousness for which we hope.  6For in 
Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision

has any value.  The only thing that counts is faith 
expressing itself through love.



Galatians 5:7-12
7You were running a good race.  Who cut in on you 
and kept you from obeying the truth? 8That kind of 

persuasion does not come from the one who calls you.  
9“A little yeast works through the

whole batch of dough.” 



Galatians 5:7-12
10I am confident in the Lord that you will take no other 
view.  The one who is throwing you into confusion will 
pay the penalty, whoever he may be. 11Brothers, if I am 

still preaching circumcision, why am I still being 
persecuted?  In that case the offense of the cross has 
been abolished.  12As for those agitators, I wish they 

would go the whole way and emasculate themselves! 



This Week’s Message
Galatians 5:7-12

The Hope of Gospel

Avoiding Landmines





It’s hard enough just to run without 
being tackled!



It’s hard enough just to run without 
being tackled!

Galatians 5:7-8
7You were running a good race.  Who cut in on you 
and kept you from obeying the truth? 8That kind of 

persuasion does not come from the one who calls you.



1 Corinthians 9:24
Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one 

gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize.



1 Corinthians 9:24
Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one 

gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize.

Philippians 3:13-14
13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. 

But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining 
toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the 

prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.



1 Corinthians 9:24
Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one 

gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize.

Philippians 3:13-14
13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. 

But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining 
toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the 

prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

2 Timothy 4:7
7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race,

I have kept the faith.



It’s hard enough just to run without 
being tackled!

Galatians 5:7-8
7You were running a good race.  Who cut in on you 
and kept you from obeying the truth? 8That kind of 

persuasion does not come from the one who calls you.



John 6:28-29
28Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the 

works God requires?”

29Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe 
in the one he has sent.”



It’s hard enough just to run without 
being tackled!

Galatians 5:7-8
7You were running a good race.  Who cut in on you 
and kept you from obeying the truth? 8That kind of 

persuasion does not come from the one who calls you.



A little yeast…



A little yeast…

Galatians 5:9
7You were running a good race.  Who cut in on you 
and kept you from obeying the truth? 8That kind of 

persuasion does not come from the one who calls you.  
9“A little yeast works through the

whole batch of dough.” 





“The use of leaven or yeast as a symbol of festering 
corruption probably derives from the Old Testament 
prohibition against its use during the seven days of 
Passover (cf. Exod 12:14–20; Deut 16:3–8). Paul’s use

of the same proverb in Galatians and 1 
Corinthians indicates the interrelatedness of 
orthodoxy and orthopraxy. Just as in the 
churches of Galatia a compromise of the 
truth of the gospel led to licentious living,



“so in Corinth the easy toleration of open immorality 
within the church was followed by serious doctrinal 
deviation, in their case concerning the resurrection (cf. 1 
Cor 15). Paul had begun the closing [encouraging]

section of Galatians (5:1–2) with a strong 
warning against the major theological default 
that had preoccupied him throughout the letter 
because he knew that the ethical crisis he was 
about to address could not be divorced from 
the Galatians’ prior departure from the truth of 
the gospel.

~ Timothy George, Galatians, vol. 30, page 366



Confidence in the Lord’s unfinished work



Confidence in the Lord’s unfinished work

Galatians 5:10
10I am confident in the Lord that you will take no other 
view.  The one who is throwing you into confusion will 

pay the penalty, whoever he may be.



Confidence in the Lord’s unfinished work

Philippians 1:3-6
3I thank my God every time I remember you.  4In all 

my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
5because of your partnership in the gospel from the 
first day until now, 6being confident of this, that he 
who began a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus.



Offensive words for those who
offend the Cross



Offensive words for those who
offend the Cross

Galatians 5:11-12
11Brothers, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am 
I still being persecuted?  In that case the offense of the 

cross has been abolished.  12As for those agitators, I 
wish they would go the whole way and emasculate 

themselves! 



Offensive words for those who
offend the Cross

Galatians 5:11-12
11Brothers, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am 
I still being persecuted?  In that case the offense of the 

cross has been abolished.  12As for those agitators, I 
wish they would go the whole way and emasculate 

themselves! 



Offensive words for those who
offend the Cross

Galatians 5:11-12
11Brothers, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am 
I still being persecuted?  In that case the offense of the 

cross has been abolished.  12As for those agitators, I 
wish they would go the whole way and emasculate 

themselves! 



“I wish that those who are upsetting you 
would complete their cutting operation—

on themselves!

~ F. F. Bruce, The Epistle to the Galatians: a Commentary 
on the Greek Text, page 233



““Tell those who are disturbing you I 
would like to see the knife slip.”

~ Jerusalem Bible (Galatians 5:12)



“These people are disturbing you by insisting 
on circumcision. I would that they would 

make thorough work of it in their own case, 
and instead of merely amputating the foreskin, 
would castrate themselves as heathen priests 

do. Perhaps this would be even more powerful 
help to salvation.

~ M. R. Vincent, cited in K. S. Wuest, Word Studies in the Greek 
New Testament, 1:146–47



“the crudest and rudest of all 
Paul’s [existing] statements.

~ Richard Longenecker, Word Biblical Commentary on Galatians, page 234.



Three Possible Allusions

1. Paganism



Three Possible Allusions

1. Paganism



Three Possible Allusions

2. Old Testament Reference



Three Possible Allusions

2. Old Testament Reference

Deuteronomy 23:1
No one who has been emasculated by crushing or 

cutting may enter the assembly of the Lord.



Three Possible Allusions

3.  Paul is TICKED!!



Three Possible Allusions

3.  Paul is TICKED!!



Gospel Application



Gospel Application

What’s attacking you in your race?



Gospel Application

What’s attacking you in your race?

Do you attack it back
with Gospel hope and truth?



According to this Puritan pastor, there is 
no temperament that is free from 

temptation, and the trick is to be aware of 
the threats that are easily overlooked.  For 

example, those who are naturally gentle 
and pleasant may be surprised to find 
themselves far down a path that they 

should have courageously departed from 
long ago. Such a person may, for instance, 
turn a deaf ear to slander or a blind eye to 

injustice because acknowledging these 
wrongs might require the person to act 

courageously. Although it would be 
easier 



to mind his own business, he may need to 
risk discomfort by standing up for those 

mocked or being willing to express 
righteous anger in the face of 

discrimination. Others who tend toward 
the “earthy” may rightly uphold what is 

now commonly called authenticity, but in 
the process they foster “selfishness” and 
“harsh thoughts of others.” We all have 

“peculiar lusts” due to our particular 
constitution, education, or prejudice, and 

such things have “deep rooting and 
strength in them.”



Satan tends to attack us according to our 
particular personalities, moving against a 

confident person much differently than 
an anxious one, but tempting both 

nonetheless. Thus, we must learn our 
dispositions, for in so doing we are more 

prepared to avoid the stealthy arrows 
directed at us.

~ Kelly Kapic, from Overcoming Sin and Temptation, 
Introduction to John Owen’s Mortification of Sin, p. 29 



Three Christian helps to keep in the race:



Three Christian helps to keep in the race:

Word of God
Spirit of God

People of God



Three Christian helps to keep in the race:

Word of God
Spirit of God

People of God

Hebrews 3:12-13
12See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving 

heart that turns away from the living God.  13But encourage one 
another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you 

may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.
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