
Introduction – Daddy Issues

This week’s Message:
You think Abraham is your father?  

Who’s your daddy now?
Galatians 3:6-9

1.  Consider Abraham = “I call as my next 
      witness: Abraham”
         Why Abraham?
         Galatians 3:6a

         What do Abraham do?
         Galatians 3:6b

         What did Abraham get?
         Galatians 3:6c

         Genesis 15

2.  First Big Conclusion of the Day – Those    
     who BELIEVE are children of Abraham
     Galatians 3:7

3.  The Gospel according to Abraham
     Galatians 3:8

         Genesis 12:1-3

         Genesis 22:17-18

         (see also Genesis 18:18 and 26:4)

4.  Second Big Conclusion of the Day – 
     Those who have faith are blessed!
     Galatians 3:9

Gospel Application – The benefits of being  
                                                Abraham’s kid

Galatians 3:6-9
6Consider Abraham: “He believed God, and 

it was credited to him as righteousness.”  
7Understand, then, that those who believe are 
children of Abraham.  8The Scripture foresaw 
that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and 

announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All 
nations will be blessed through you.”  9So those who 
have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man 

of faith.

Genesis 15:1-21
1After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram 
in a vision: “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your 

shield, your very great reward.” 2But Abram 
said, “O Sovereign Lord, what can you give me 

since I remain childless and the one who will inherit 
my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, 

“You have given me no children; so a servant in my 
household will be my heir.”  4Then the word of the Lord 
came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a 

son coming from your own body will be your heir.” 
5He took him outside and said, “Look up at the 

heavens and count the stars—if indeed you can 
count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your 
offspring be.”  6Abram believed the Lord, and 
he credited it to him as righteousness.  7He also 

said to him, “I am the Lord, who brought you out 
of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take 

possession of it.”  8But Abram said, “O Sovereign Lord, 
how can I know that I will gain possession of it?”  9So 

the Lord said to him, “Bring me a heifer, a goat and 
a ram, each three years old, along with a dove and 

a young pigeon.”  10Abram brought all these to 
him, cut them in two and arranged the halves 
opposite each other; the birds, however, he did 

not cut in half. 11Then birds of prey came down 
on the carcasses, but Abram drove them away.  12As 

the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and 
a thick and dreadful darkness came over him. 13Then 

the Lord said to him, “Know for certain that your 
descendants will be strangers in a country not their 

own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four 
hundred years. 14But I will punish the nation they 
serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out 
with great possessions. 15You, however, will go to 
your fathers in peace and be buried at a good old 

age. 16In the fourth generation your descendants 
will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has 

not yet reached its full measure.”  17When the sun had 
set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a 

blazing torch appeared and passed between the pieces. 
18On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram 

and said, “To your descendants I give this land, from 
the river of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates— 19the 
land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20Hittites, 

Perizzites, Rephaites, 21Amorites, Canaanites, 
Girgashites and Jebusites.”
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Daddy Issues







The very heart of the Gospel!

Galatians 2:19
19For through the law I died to the law

so that I might live for God.



How’s this hot dog made?
[The Grace of God]



How’s this hot dog made?
[The Grace of God]

Galatians 2:20
20I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, 
but Christ lives in me.  The life I live in the body, I live 

by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me.





Filing Status:
Single

ME--------------LAW--------------GOD
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Married
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Filing Status:
Married

ME & JESUS---------LAW---------GOD
Galatians 4:4-5

4But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under law, 5to redeem those under law, that we 

might receive the full rights of sons.
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Filing Status:
Married

ME & JESUS-------GRACE-------GOD
Romans 6:1-4



Romans 6:1-4
1What shall we say, then?  Shall we go on sinning so 

that grace may increase?  2By no means! We died to sin; 
how can we live in it any longer?  3Or don’t you know 
that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into his death?  4We were therefore buried 
with him through baptism into death in order that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of 

the Father, we too may live a new life.



2 weeks ago: You Foolish Galatians!!

Galatians 3:1, 5
1You foolish Galatians! … 

5Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you 
because you observe the law, or because you believe

what you heard?



This week’s message:

“You think Abraham is your father?
Well, who’s your daddy now?”

Galatians 3:6-9



Galatians 3:6-9
6Consider Abraham: “He believed God, and it was 

credited to him as righteousness.”



Galatians 3:6-9
7Understand, then, that those who believe

are children of Abraham.



Galatians 3:6-9
8The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the 

Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance 
to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.”



Galatians 3:6-9
9So those who have faith are blessed along with 

Abraham, the man of faith.



Paul’s Story

The Story of Redemption
in Scripture

Their (and our) Story



1.  I call as my next witness: Abraham



1. I call as my next witness: Abraham

Galatians 3:6
6Consider Abraham: “He believed God, and it was 

credited to him as righteousness.”



1. I call as my next witness: Abraham
a. Why Abraham?

Galatians 3:6a
6Consider Abraham: “He believed God, and it was 

credited to him as righteousness.”



“The patriarch Abraham, who is mentioned nineteen 
times in Paul’s letters, is the pivotal figure in all of 
Paul’s arguments from Scripture in Galatians. But 
why Abraham? It has been suggested that Paul was 
exercising theological one-upmanship in his appeal to 
the father of the Jewish people. In other words, if his 
opponents claimed the authority of Moses,
the giver of the law, he would do them one
better by going even further back
to Abraham.



“It is much more likely, however, that Paul developed 
his unique understanding of Abraham’s role in the 
history of salvation over against the appeal to 
Abraham in the theology of his opponents. Thus 
Paul’s main purpose was not so much to oppose 
Abraham to Moses as it was to set the Abraham of 
“faith alone” over against the Abraham of
rabbinic exegesis who was blessed by God
because of his meritorious deeds.

~ Timothy George, Galatians, vol. 30, The New American Commentary
(Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1994), 216–217.



1. I call as my next witness: Abraham
b.  What did Abraham do?

Galatians 3:6b
6Consider Abraham: “He believed God, and it was 

credited to him as righteousness.”



1. I call as my next witness: Abraham
c.  What did Abraham get?

Galatians 3:6c
6Consider Abraham: “He believed God, and it was 

credited to him as righteousness.”



Genesis 15:1-21
1After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a 

vision:

“Do not be afraid, Abram. 
I am your shield,

your very great reward.”



Genesis 15:1-21
2But Abram said, “O Sovereign LORD, what can you 

give me since I remain childless and the one who will 
inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And 

Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a 
servant in my household will be my heir.”



Genesis 15:1-21
4Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man 

will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own 
body will be your heir.” 5He took him outside and 

said, “Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if 
indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So 

shall your offspring be.”



Genesis 15:1-21
6Abram believed the LORD,

and he credited it to him as righteousness.

7He also said to him, “I am the LORD, who brought you 
out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take 

possession of it.”



Genesis 15:1-21
8But Abram said, “O Sovereign LORD, how can I know 

that I will gain possession of it?”

9So the LORD said to him, “Bring me a heifer, a goat 
and a ram, each three years old, along with a dove and 

a young pigeon.”



Genesis 15:1-21
10Abram brought all these to him, cut them in two and 

arranged the halves opposite each other; the birds, 
however, he did not cut in half. 11Then birds of prey 

came down on the carcasses, but
Abram drove them away.



Genesis 15:1-21
12As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, 

and a thick and dreadful darkness came over him. 
13Then the LORD said to him, “Know for certain that 
your descendants will be strangers in a country not 
their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated 

four hundred years. 14But I will punish the nation they 
serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with 

great possessions.  15You, however, will go to your 
fathers in peace and be buried at a good old age.



Genesis 15:1-21
16In the fourth generation your descendants will come 

back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet 
reached its full measure.”



Genesis 15:1-21
17When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a 
smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared and 
passed between the pieces. 18On that day the LORD
made a covenant with Abram and said, “To your 

descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to 
the great river, the Euphrates— 19the land of the 

Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20Hittites, Perizzites, 
Rephaites, 21Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and 

Jebusites.” 



2.  First Conclusion – Those who believe are the real 
children of Abraham

Galatians 3:7
7Understand, then, that those who believe

are children of Abraham.



3. The Gospel according to Abraham

Galatians 3:8
8The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the 

Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance 
to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.”





Genesis 12:1-3
1The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, 

your people and your father’s household and go to the 
land I will show you.

2“I will make you into a great nation and I will bless 
you; I will make your name great, and you will be a 

blessing.  3I will bless those who bless you, and 
whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on 

earth will be blessed through you.”



Genesis 22:17-18
17I will surely bless you and make your descendants as 
numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the 
seashore.  Your descendants will take possession of the 
cities of their enemies, 18and through your offspring all 

nations on earth will be blessed, because you have 
obeyed me.”



4. Second Big Conclusion – Believers (not the lineage 
nor the ones who obey the law) are the blessed ones

Galatians 3:9
9So those who have faith are blessed along with 

Abraham, the man of faith.



Gospel Application



Gospel Application

1.  If you believe, Abraham is your father.



Gospel Application

2. If Abraham is your father, then the 
fulfillment of all the spiritual promises to 

Abraham (in the Old/New Testament)
are yours!



Gospel Application

3. If Abraham is your father, then you are 
not an afterthought – you are part of this 

story all the way from Genesis 12 and 
members of the new covenant!



Luke 22:20
In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, 

saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
which is poured out for you.
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