
Galatians 3:1-5
1 You foolish Galatians! Who has be-
witched you? Before your very eyes 
Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as 
crucified. 2 I would like to learn just one 

thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit 
by the works of the law, or by believing 

what you heard? 3 Are you so foolish? 
After beginning by means of the 
Spirit, are you now trying to finish 
by means of the flesh? 4 Have you 

experienced so much in vain—if it 
really was in vain? 5 So again I ask, does 

God give you his Spirit and work miracles 
among you by the works of the law, or by 
your believing what you heard?

1 Corinthians 1:23
We preach Christ crucified…

1 Corinthians 2:2
For I resolved to know nothing while 

I was with you except Jesus Christ and 
him crucified.

1 Corinthians 15:3
…of first importance: that Christ died 
for our sins…

Romans 10:17 
So faith comes from hearing and hearing 

through the word of Christ.

Galatians 3:13-14
13 Christ redeemed us from the curse 
of the law by becoming a curse for us, 
for it is written: “Cursed is everyone 

who is hung on a pole.” 14 He redeemed 
us in order that the blessing given to 

Abraham might come to the Gentiles 
through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we 
might receive the promise of the Spirit.
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Justified by faith in Christ

Galatians 2:15-16
15“We who are Jews by birth and not ‘Gentile sinners’ 
16know that a person is not justified by observing the 
law, but by faith in Jesus Christ.  So we, too, have put 
our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by 

faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because 
by observing the law no one will be justified.



Justified by faith in Christ

Galatians 2:20
20I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, 
but Christ lives in me.  The life I live in the body, I live 

by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me.



Justified by faith in Christ

Galatians 2:21
21I do not set aside the grace of God, for if 

righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ 
died for nothing!





Galatians 3:1-2
1 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? 

Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly 
portrayed as crucified. 2 I would like to learn just one 

thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the 
works of the law, or by believing what you heard? 



Galatians 3:3-4
3 Are you so foolish? After beginning by means of the 

Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of the 
flesh? 4 Have you experienced so much in vain—if it 

really was in vain? 



Galatians 3:5
5 So again I ask, does God give you his Spirit and 

work miracles among you by the works of the law, or 
by your believing what you heard?



FOOLS!

Galatians 3:1-2
1 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? 

Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly 
portrayed as crucified. 2 I would like to learn just one 

thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the 
works of the law, or by believing what you heard? 





Christ was crucified!

Galatians 3:1-2
1 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? 

Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly 
portrayed as crucified. 2 I would like to learn just one 

thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the 
works of the law, or by believing what you heard? 



1 Corinthians 1:23
We preach Christ crucified…



1 Corinthians 1:23
We preach Christ crucified…

1 Corinthians 2:2
For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you 

except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 



1 Corinthians 1:23
We preach Christ crucified…

1 Corinthians 2:2
For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you 

except Jesus Christ and him crucified.

1 Corinthians 15:3
…of first importance: that Christ died for our sins…



“The gospel of Christ crucified, as Paul saw it, so 
completely ruled out the law as a means of getting 
right with God that it was scarcely credible that 
people who had once embraced such a gospel should 
ever turn (might almost say “should ever turn back to 
the law” except that they had never been under the 
law) to the law for salvation. 

~ F.F. Bruce, The New International Greek Testament Commentary: 
The Epistle to the Galatians. 



How did you receive the Spirit?

Galatians 3:1-2
1 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? 

Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly 
portrayed as crucified. 2 I would like to learn just one 

thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the 
works of the law, or by believing what you heard? 



Romans 10:17 
So faith comes from hearing 

and hearing through the word of Christ.
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Galatians 3:13-14
13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 
becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is 

everyone who is hung on a pole.” 

14 He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to 
Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ 

Jesus, 

so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.



“Since this gift (of the Spirit) was received through 
believing the gospel and not through obedience to the 
law, the superiority and sufficiency of the gospel called 
for no further demonstration. The Spirit is the guarantee 
of final salvation.

~ F.F. Bruce, The New International Greek Testament Commentary: 
The Epistle to the Galatians. 



Is Christ insufficient?

Galatians 3:3-4
3 Are you so foolish? After beginning by means of the 

Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of the 
flesh? 4 Have you experienced so much in vain—if it 

really was in vain? 



Is Christ insufficient?

Galatians 3:3-4
3 Are you so foolish? After beginning by means of the 

Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of the 
flesh? 4 Have you experienced so much in vain—if it 

really was in vain? 



BELIEVE WHAT YOU HEARD!

Galatians 3:5
5 So again I ask, does God give you his Spirit and 

work miracles among you by the works of the law, or 
by your believing what you heard?



The flow of Paul’s argument

1. FOOLS!
2. Christ was crucified!

3. How did you receive the Spirit?
4. Is Christ insufficient?

5. Believe what you heard!



BELIEVE WHAT YOU HEARD!

Romans 10:17 
So faith comes from hearing 

and hearing through the word of Christ.



Gospel Application



Gospel Application

So what?



Gospel Application

Believe what you hear in:

Starting a relationship with Christ



Gospel Application

Believe what you hear in:

Living a relationship with Christ



Living a relationship with Christ

Colossians 2:6-7
So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as 

Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted 
and built up in him, strengthened in the faith 

as you were taught, and overflowing with 
thankfulness.
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