Message Notes

Pete’s bad table manners

Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)

Introduction - Really bad eaters
This week’s Message:
An Offense to the Gospel — Part 1

(Pete’s Bad Table Manners)
Galatians 2:11-15

Peter’s Bad Table Manners
Galatians 2:11-12
“Clean” Laws
Leviticus 11:1-8 (see also, Lev. chs 15,

20)

Jesus’ radical reinterpretation of this
Mark 7:14-23

Peter’s Amazing Vision
Acts 10

The Influence we have on others
Galatians 2:13
That'’s it! I've had enough of this!!
Galatians 2:14

Why publically rebuke a guy?

1 Timothy 5:19-20

Peter’s Sin

Paul’s Response
Gospel Application:

Our Sin

Our Response

Galatians 2:11-14
"When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed
him to his face, because he was clearly in the
wrong. '“Before certain men came from James,
he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when
they arrived, he began to draw back and separate
himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid
of those who belonged to the circumcision group.
B3The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so
that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was
led astray. “When I saw that they were not
acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I
said to Peter in front of them all, “You are a
Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a
Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to
follow Jewish customs?

Leviticus 11:1-8

Mark 7:14-23
Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said,
“Listen to me, everyone, and understand
this. Nothing outside a man can make him
“unclean’ by going into him. Rather, it is what
comes out of a man that makes him “unclean.””
17 After he had left the crowd and entered the
house, his disciples asked him about this parable.
18 Are you so dull?” he asked. “Don’t you see that
nothing that enters a man from the outside can
make him ‘unclean’? For it doesn’t go into his
heart but into his stomach, and then out of his
body.” (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods
“clean.”)
2He went on: “What comes out of a man is
what makes him ‘unclean.” ?For from within,
out of men’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual
immorality, theft, murder, adultery, *greed,
malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance
and folly. ZAll these evils come from inside and
make a man “unclean.” ”

Acts 10:1-48, 11:1-3, 18

1 Timothy 5:19-20
Do not entertain an accusation against an
elder unless it is brought by two or three
witnesses. *’Those who sin are to be rebuked
publicly, so that the others may take warning.






















The Potentially
Awkward Meeting
in Jerusalem






The Outcome of the Jerusalem Meeting
Galatians 2:7-9a

’On the contrary, they saw that [ had been entrusted
with the task of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles,
just as Peter had been to the Jews. 8For God, who was
at work in the ministry of Peter as an apostle to the
Jews, was also at work in my ministry as an
apostle to the Gentiles.



The Outcome of the Jerusalem Meeting
Galatians 2:7-9a
’James, Peter and John, those reputed to be pillars,

gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship
when they recognized the grace given to me.



Today’s Message:

An offense to the Gospel (part 1):
“Pete’s bad table manners”
Galatians 2:11-14



Galatians 2:11-14

HUWhen Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his

face, because he was clearly in the wrong. “Before
certain men came from James, he used to eat with the

Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw
back and separate himself from the Gentiles because

he was afraid of those who belonged to the
circumcision group.



Galatians 2:11-14

13The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that
by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.



Galatians 2:11-14
1“When I saw that they were not acting in line with the
truth of the gospel, I said to Peter in front of them all,
“You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like
a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to
follow Jewish customs?



Peter’s Bad Table Manners



Peter’s Bad Table Manners

Galatians 2:11-2

HUWhen Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his

face, because he was clearly in the wrong. 1?Before
certain men came from James, he used to eat with the

Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw
back and separate himself from the Gentiles because

he was afraid of those who belonged to the
circumcision group.



Leviticus 11:1-8
IThe LORD said to Moses and Aaron, #“Say to the
Israelites: ‘Of all the animals that live on land, these
are the ones you may eat: °You may eat any animal
that has a split hoof completely divided and that
chews the cud. #“ “There are some that only chew the
cud or only have a split hoof, but you must not eat
them. The camel, though it chews the cud, does not
have a split hoof; it is ceremonially unclean for you.
"The coney, though it chews the cud, does not have a
split hoof; it is unclean for you.









Leviticus 11:1-8
The rabbit, though it chews the cud, does not have a
split hoof; it is unclean for you. “And the pig, though
it has a split hoof completely divided, does not chew
the cud; it is unclean for you. 8You must not eat their
meat or touch their carcasses; they are unclean for you.



Mark 7:14-23
14Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen
to me, everyone, and understand this. °Nothing
outside a man can make him “unclean” by going into
him. Rather, it is what comes out of a man that makes
him “unclean.””



Mark 7:14-23

17 After he had left the crowd and entered the house,
his disciples asked him about this parable. 18“ Are you

so dull?” he asked. “Don’t you see that nothing that

enters a man from the outside can make him

‘unclean’? PFor it doesn’t go into his heart but into his

stomach, and then out of his body.” (In saying this,

Jesus declared all foods “clean.”)



Mark 7:14-23
20He went on: “What comes out of a man is what
makes him “unclean.” ?'For from within, out of men’s
hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft,
murder, adultery, ??greed, malice, deceit, lewdness,
envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 22All these evils
come from inside and make a man ‘unclean.” ”




Acts 10:1-48

1At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a
centurion in what was known as the Italian Regiment.
’He and all his family were devout and God-fearing;

he gave generously to those in need and prayed to

God regularly. 3One day at about three in the
afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly saw an angel
of God, who came to him and said, “Cornelius!”

4 Cornelius stared at him in fear.
“What is it, Lord?” he asked.



Acts 10:1-48
The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the
poor have come up as a memorial offering before God.
"Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named
Simon who is called Peter. °He is staying with Simon
the tanner, whose house is by the sea.”

’When the angel who spoke to him had gone,
Cornelius called two of his servants and a devout
soldier who was one of his attendants. SHe told them
everything that had happened and sent them to Joppa.



Acts 10:1-48
? About noon the following day as they were on their
journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on
the roof to pray. “He became hungry and wanted
something to eat, and while the meal was being
prepared, he fell into a trance. "He saw heaven
opened and something like a large sheet being let
down to earth by its four corners. %It contained all
kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles of the
earth and birds of the air. 13Then a voice told him,
“Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.”



Acts 10:1-48
14“Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten
anything impure or unclean.”
15The voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call
anything impure that God has made clean.”

16This happened three times, and immediately the
sheet was taken back to heaven.



Acts 10:1-48
17While Peter was wondering about the meaning of the
vision, the men sent by Cornelius found out where
Simon’s house was and stopped at the gate. 18They
called out, asking if Simon who was known as Peter
was staying there.

PWhile Peter was still thinking about the vision, the

Spirit said to him, “Simon, three men are looking for

you. 2YSo get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate
to go with them, for I have sent them.”



Acts 10:1-48
2IPeter went down and said to the men, “I’'m the one
you're looking for. Why have you come?”
>The men replied, “We have come from Cornelius the

centurion. He is a righteous and God-fearing man,
who is respected by all the Jewish people. A holy

angel told him to have you come to his house so that
he could hear what you have to say.” 2Then Peter

invited the men into the house to be his guests.



Acts 10:1-48
The next day Peter started out with them, and some of
the brothers from Joppa went along. %*The following
day he arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting
them and had called together his relatives and close
friends. 2As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met
him and fell at his feet in reverence. “°But Peter made
him get up. “Stand up,” he said, “I am only a man
myself.”



Acts 10:1-48
’Talking with him, Peter went inside and found a
large gathering of people. “°He said to them: “You are
well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to
associate with a Gentile or visit him. But God has
shown me that I should not call any man impure or
unclean. °So when I was sent for, I came without
raising any objection. May I ask why you
sent for me?””



Acts 10:1-48
NCornelius answered: “Four days ago I was in my
house praying at this hour, at three in the atternoon.
Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood before me
Sland said, ‘Cornelius, God has heard your prayer and
remembered your gifts to the poor. **Send to Joppa
for Simon who is called Peter. He is a guest in the
home of Simon the tanner, who lives by the sea.” 3350 I
sent for you immediately, and it was good of you to
come. Now we are all here in the presence of God to
listen to everything the Lord has commanded you to

A1l 11 ”



Acts 10:1-48
**Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it
is that God does not show favoritism *but accepts
men from every nation who fear him and do what is
right. 3¢ You know the message God sent to the people
of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus

Christ, who is Lord of all.



Acts 10:1-48
>’You know what has happened throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
preached —¥how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went
around doing good and healing all who were under
the power of the devil, because God was with him.



Acts 10:1-48
We are witnesses of everything he did in the

country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him

by hanging him on a tree, “°but God raised him from

the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen.

“lHe was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses

whom God had already chosen —by us who ate and

drank with him after he rose from the dead. *’He

commanded us to preach to the people and to testity

that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the
living and the dead.



Acts 10:1-48
3 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.”

*While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy
Spirit came on all who heard the message. *The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were
astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been
poured out even on the Gentiles. “°For they heard
them speaking in tongues and praising God.



Acts 10:1-48
Then Peter said, #“Can anyone keep these people
from being baptized with water? They have received
the Holy Spirit just as we have.” #So he ordered that
they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then
they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.



What'd
ya do?



Acts 11:1-3, 18
IThe apostles and the brothers throughout Judea heard
that the Gentiles also had received the word of God.
’So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised
believers criticized him 3and said, “You went into the
house of uncircumcised men and ate with them.”



Acts 11:1-3, 18
IThe apostles and the brothers throughout Judea heard
that the Gentiles also had received the word of God.
’So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised
believers criticized him 3and said, “You went into the
house of uncircumcised men and ate with them.”

18When they heard this, they had no further objections
and praised God, saying, “So then, God has granted
even the Gentiles repentance unto life.”



Peter’s Bad Table Manners

Galatians 2:11-2

HUWhen Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his

face, because he was clearly in the wrong. 12Before
certain men came from James, he used to eat with the

Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw
back and separate himself from the Gentiles because

he was afraid of those who belonged to the
circumcision group.



What was their message? It may have been something
like this: ‘news is reaching us in Jerusalem that you
are habitually practising table-fellowship with
Gentiles. This is causing grave scandal to our more
conservative brethren here. Not only so: it is becoming
common knowledge outside the church,

so that our attempts to evangelize our

tellow-Jews are being seriously hampered’

~ F. F. Bruce, The Epistle to the Galatians: a Commentary on the Greek Text, New International
Greek Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1982), 130.



Itanay have had even graver import. The mid-forties witnessed
a revival of militancy among Jewish freedom
fighters...Repressive action was taken against them by Tiberius
Julius Alexander, procurator of Judaea (c. AD 46-48), who
crucified two of their leaders, Jacob and Simon, sons of that
Judas the Galilaean who led the revolt against the provincial
census of AD 6 (Jos. Ant.. 20.102).... In the eyes of such
militants,

Jews who fraternized with Gentiles and adopted

Gentile ways were traitors, and the leaders of

Jerusalem church may have felt themselves en-

dangered by their colleague’s free-and-easy

conduct at Antioch.



The influence we have on others



The influence we have on others

Galatians 2:13
13The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that
by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.



That’s it! I've had enough of this!!



That’s it! I've had enough of this!!

Galatians 2:14
14“When I saw that they were not acting in line with the
truth of the gospel, I said to Peter in front of them all,
“You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like
a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to
follow Jewish customs?



Why rebuke a guy publically?



Why rebuke a guy publically?

1 Timothy 5:19-20
Do not entertain an accusation against an elder
unless it is brought by two or three witnesses. ?°Those
who sin are to be rebuked publicly, so that the others
may take warning.



Peter’s Sin



Peter’sisin was basically the sin of nationalism. He
insisted that Christians can’t be really pleasing to God
unless they become Jewish. But nationalism is just
one form of legalism. Legalism is looking to
something besides Jesus Christ in order to be
acceptable and clean before God. Legalism

always results in pride and fear,

psychologically, and exclusion and

strife, socially.

~ Tim Keller, Galatians For You, p. 42



Paul’s Response



Paul doees not simply say that racism is a sin, which it
1s. He uses the gospel to show Peter the spiritual roots
of the mistake he’s making. Paul says the roots of
racism are a resistance to the gospel of salvation. In
other words, racism is a continuation of works-
righteousness in one part of our lives; it is born of a
desire to find a way to feel we are in some way “better”
or

“righteous”. It is forgetting that we are saved

by grace; a failure to bring our relationships

with other cultures in line with grace-salvation.
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Gospel Application:



Our Sin



There are many examples today of similar sorts of
exclusive social behavior based on a failure to understand
and live out justification by faith. Here are just a few.
One way is to be sectarian. Every Christian group or
denomination necessarily has many distinctions of belief
and practice that have less to do with the core gospel
beliefs and more to do with specific convictions

about ethical behavior or church policy. It is

extremely easy to stress our distinctions in order

to demonstrate to ourselves and others that our

church is the superior or best one.



Amnother, way is to bring class-ist, nationalistic, or racist
attitudes from the world into the church. We all know
Christians who belong to classes, groups, or personality
types that we had previously disdained in our lives
outside the church. Working-class Christians may have a
distaste for Christians from wealthier or more socially
“refined” backgrounds, and vice versa. Christians

from one political persuasion may be upset by

the presence of those from the other end of the
spectrum. Very talented Christians may feel

unhappy that people they consider mediocre are
treated as equal parts of their church.



Sociallyspolished Christians feel uncomfortable around
believers who are socially awkward or marginal (and vice
versa). We may feel uncomfortable around people whose
cultural emphases are different to ours. And we may
respond to all this as Peter did, in apparently well-
mannered ways. We politely sit by “those other people”
in church, but we won’t “eat” with them;

we won't really become friends with them.



We won't socialize with them, sharing our lives and
homes and things with them. We will keep relationships
formal and see them at official church meetings only. All
this comes from not living in line with the gospel.
Without the gospel, our hearts have to manufacture self-
esteem by comparing our group with other groups.

But the gospel tells us we are all unclean

without Christ, and all clean in Him.



Lastlypthe most subtle way to lapse into Peter’s sin is
simply to take our own preferences too seriously and
endow with moral significance what is only cultural. For
example, it is very hard for Christians from churches with
emotional expressiveness and modern music not to feel
superior to churches with emotional reserve and classical
music, and vice versa. We cannot see that we are

just different; we believe that our style and

customs are spiritually better. This leads to all

sorts of divisions in the body of Christ.

~ Tim Keller, Galatians For You, p. 42-43






Our Response



Our Response

How will you pull the gospel of
Amazing Grace through your life

to overcome your view of
ALL PEOPLE!
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