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Galatians 1:6-10

Galatians 1:11-24
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from it
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  Do not be a people pleaser

  God does not judge on outward appearance

  They added nothing to my message

The unity outcome
Galatians 2:7-9a

Paul’s Job Description
Galatians 2:9b-10

Gospel Application – “Is the Gospel worth 
	 	 	 a	fight?”

Galatians 2:1-10
1Fourteen years later I went up again to Jerusalem, 

this time with Barnabas.  I took Titus along also.  
2I went in response to a revelation and set before 
them the gospel that I preach among the Gentiles.  
But I did this privately to those who seemed to be 

leaders, for fear that I was running or had run my 
race in vain.  3Yet not even Titus, who was with me, 
was compelled to be circumcised, even though he was a 

Greek.  4This matter arose because some false brothers 
had infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we 

have in Christ Jesus and to make us slaves.  5We 
did not give in to them for a moment, so that 
the truth of the gospel might remain with you.  
6As for those who seemed to be important—

whatever they were makes no difference to me; 
God does not judge by external appearance—those 

men added nothing to my message.  7On the 
contrary, they saw that I had been entrusted with 

the task of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, just as 
Peter had been to the Jews.  8For God, who was at work 

in the ministry of Peter as an apostle to the Jews, was 
also at work in my ministry as an apostle to the 

Gentiles.  9James, Peter and John, those reputed to 
be pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand 
of fellowship when they recognized the grace 
given to me.  They agreed that we should go to 
the Gentiles, and they to the Jews.  10All they asked 

was that we should continue to remember the poor, 
the very thing I was eager to do.

Acts 11:25-30
25Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26and 

when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So 
for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the 
church and taught great numbers of people.  The 
disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.  

27During this time some prophets came down from 
Jerusalem to Antioch.  28One of them, named Agabus, 

stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe 
famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This 
happened during the reign of Claudius.)  29The disciples, 

each according to his ability, decided to provide help for 
the brothers living in Judea.  30This they did, sending 

their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.

1 Samuel 16:7
7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his 
appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. 

The Lord does not look at the things people look 
at. People look at the outward appearance, but the 

Lord looks at the heart.”

Acts 9:15-16
15But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is 

my chosen instrument to carry my name before the 
Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel.  

16I will show him how much he must suffer for my 
name.”

Galatians 2:1-10
1Fourteen years later I went up again to Jerusalem, 

this time with Barnabas.  I took Titus along also.  
2I went in response to a revelation and set before 
them the gospel that I preach among the Gentiles.  
But I did this privately to those who seemed to be 

leaders, for fear that I was running or had run my 
race in vain.  3Yet not even Titus, who was with me, 
was compelled to be circumcised, even though he 
was a Greek.  4This matter arose because some false 

brothers had infiltrated our ranks to spy on the 
freedom we have in Christ Jesus and to make 
us slaves.  5We did not give in to them for a 
moment, so that the truth of the gospel might 
remain with you.  6As for those who seemed 

to be important—whatever they were makes no 
difference to me; God does not judge by external 

appearance—those men added nothing to my 
message.  7On the contrary, they saw that I had been 
entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel to the 
Gentiles, just as Peter had been to the Jews.  8For God, 
who was at work in the ministry of Peter as an apostle 
to the Jews, was also at work in my ministry as an 

apostle to the Gentiles.  9James, Peter and John, 
those reputed to be pillars, gave me and Barnabas 
the right hand of fellowship when they recognized 
the grace given to me.  They agreed that we should 
go to the Gentiles, and they to the Jews.  10All they 

asked was that we should continue to remember 
the poor, the very thing I was eager to do.

Acts 11:25-30
25Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26and 

when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So 
for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the 
church and taught great numbers of people.  The 
disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.  

27During this time some prophets came down from 
Jerusalem to Antioch.  28One of them, named Agabus, 

stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe 
famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This 
happened during the reign of Claudius.)  29The disciples, 
each according to his ability, decided to provide help for 

the brothers living in Judea.  30This they did, sending 
their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.

1 Samuel 16:7
7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his 
appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. 

The Lord does not look at the things people look 
at. People look at the outward appearance, but the 

Lord looks at the heart.”

Acts 9:15-16
15But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is 
my chosen instrument to carry my name before the 
Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel.  
16I will show him how much he must suffer for my 

name.”
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“The epistle to the Galatians is my 
epistle. To it I am as it were in 
wedlock. It is my Katherine.







Galatians 1:1-5

1Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by man, but 
by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him 

from the dead— 2and all the brothers with me, 
To the churches in Galatia: 

3Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 4who gave himself for our sins to 
rescue us from the present evil age, according to the 

will of our God and Father, 5to whom be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen.



Thomas V. Brisco, Holman Bible Atlas, Holman Reference (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1998), page 246. 



Galatians 1:6-10

6I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the 
one who called you by the grace of Christ and are 
turning to a different gospel— 7which is really no 

gospel at all.  Evidently some people are throwing you 
into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of 

Christ.  8But even if we or an angel from heaven 
should preach a gospel other than the one we 

preached to you, let him be eternally condemned!



Galatians 1:6-10

9As we have already said, so now I say again: If 
anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what 
you accepted, let him be eternally condemned!  10Am I 
now trying to win the approval of men, or of God?  Or 

am I trying to please men?  If I were still trying to 
please men, I would not be a servant of Christ.



“The Judaizers were claiming that Paul only presented 
half a gospel in his evangelistic mission in Galatia, 
purposely trimming his message so as to gain a more 
favorable response…But Paul made a distinction 
between Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians with 
regard to the Mosaic law. And so, he insists, he was 
attempting no subterfuge by not bringing in
the law in his Galatian mission, either as a
means of acceptance before God or as the
normative expression of the Christian life.”
~ Richard Longenecker, Galatians, Word Biblical Commentary



Galatians 1:11-24

11I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I 
preached is not something of human origin. 12 I did not 

receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I 
received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.  13For you 

have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how 
intensely I persecuted the church of God and tried to 

destroy it.  14I was advancing in Judaism beyond many 
Jews of my own age and was extremely zealous for the 

traditions of my fathers.



Galatians 1:11-24

15But when God, who set me apart from birth and 
called me by his grace, was pleased 16to reveal his Son 
in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I 
did not consult any human being, 17nor did I go up to 
Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I was, 
but I went immediately into Arabia and later returned 

to Damascus.  18Then after three years, I went up to 
Jerusalem to get acquainted with Peter and stayed 

with him fifteen days.



Galatians 1:11-24

19I saw none of the other apostles—only James, the 
Lord’s brother.  20I assure you before God that what I 
am writing you is no lie.  21Later I went to Syria and 

Cilicia.  22I was personally unknown to the churches of 
Judea that are in Christ.  23They only heard the report: 

“The man who formerly persecuted us is now 
preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.”  24And 

they praised God because of me. 



Today’s Message:

The Meeting in Jerusalem
Galatians 2:1-10



Galatians 2:1-10

1Fourteen years later I went up again to Jerusalem, this 
time with Barnabas.  I took Titus along also.  2I went in 
response to a revelation and set before them the gospel 

that I preach among the Gentiles.  But I did this 
privately to those who seemed to be leaders, for fear 

that I was running or had run my race in vain.



Galatians 2:1-10

3Yet not even Titus, who was with me, was compelled 
to be circumcised, even though he was a Greek.  4This 

matter arose because some false brothers had 
infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in 
Christ Jesus and to make us slaves.  5We did not give 

in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel 
might remain with you.



Galatians 2:1-10

6As for those who seemed to be important—whatever 
they were makes no difference to me; God does not 

judge by external appearance—those men added 
nothing to my message.



Galatians 2:1-10

7On the contrary, they saw that I had been entrusted 
with the task of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, 

just as Peter had been to the Jews.  8For God, who was 
at work in the ministry of Peter as an apostle to the 

Jews, was also at work in my ministry as an
apostle to the Gentiles.



Galatians 2:1-10

9James, Peter and John, those reputed to be pillars, 
gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship 

when they recognized the grace given to me.



Galatians 2:1-10

They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and 
they to the Jews.  10All they asked was that we should 
continue to remember the poor, the very thing I was 

eager to do. 



The Potentially 
Awkward Meeting

in Jerusalem







Paul’s Revelation and Fear



Paul’s Revelation and Fear

Galatians 2:1-2

1Fourteen years later I went up again to Jerusalem, this 
time with Barnabas.  I took Titus along also.  2I went in 
response to a revelation and set before them the gospel 

that I preach among the Gentiles.  But I did this 
privately to those who seemed to be leaders, for fear 

that I was running or had run my race in vain.



Five Visits to Jerusalem

(1) the visit after he left Damascus
(Acts 9:26–30; Gal. 1:18–20)

(2) the famine visit (Acts 11:27–30)

(3) the visit attending the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:1–30)

(4) the visit at the end of the second missionary 
journey (Acts 18:22)

(5) the final visit (Paul’s imprisonment) (Acts 21:15–23:35)
~ Donald K. Campbell, “Galatians,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary, 593.



Acts 11:25-30
25Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26and 
when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for 
a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church 
and taught great numbers of people.  The disciples 

were called Christians first at Antioch.  27During this 
time some prophets came down fro

Jerusalem to Antioch.



Acts 11:25-30
28One of them, named Agabus, stood up and through 
the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread 
over the entire Roman world. (This happened during 

the reign of Claudius.)  29The disciples, each according 
to his ability, decided to provide help for the brothers 
living in Judea.  30This they did, sending their gift to 

the elders by Barnabas and Saul.



Paul’s Revelation and Fear

Galatians 2:1-2

1Fourteen years later I went up again to Jerusalem, this 
time with Barnabas.  I took Titus along also.  2I went in 
response to a revelation and set before them the gospel 

that I preach among the Gentiles.  But I did this 
privately to those who seemed to be leaders, for fear 

that I was running or had run my race in vain.



“It was one thing for the Jerusalem leaders to give 
their approval to the conversion of the Gentiles, but 
could they approve of … commitment to the Messiah 
without inclusion in Judaism?  Was their vision big 
enough to see the gospel of Christ not as a reform 
movement within Judaism but as good news for the 
whole world, and the church of Christ … as
the international family of God?”

~ John Stott, The Message of Acts, page 241



The Opposition’s Attack on the Gospel



The Opposition’s Attack on the Gospel

Galatians 2:3-5

3Yet not even Titus, who was with me, was compelled 
to be circumcised, even though he was a Greek.  4This 

matter arose because some false brothers had 
infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in 
Christ Jesus and to make us slaves.  5We did not give 

in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel 
might remain with you.



The Opposition’s Attack on the Gospel

Cultural



“Moralistic religion tends to press its members to adopt 
very specific rules and regulations for dress and daily 
behavior. Why? If your salvation depends upon obeying 
the rules, then you want your rules to be very specific, do-
able and clear. You don’t want: Love your neighbor as 
yourself, because that’s an impossibly high standard 
which has endless implications! You want:
Don’t go to movies or Don’t drink alcohol or
Don’t eat this type of food. But rules and
regulations like this get into the area of daily
cultural life. If the false teachers had had their
way, an Italian or African could not become a Christian



“Christian without becoming culturally Jewish. Christians 
would have to form little cultural ghettoes in every city. It 
would mean far too much emphasis on external cultural 
separation rather than on internal distinctiveness of spirit, 
motive, outlook and perspective. Elevating cultural 
propriety to the level of spiritual virtue leads
Christians to a slavish emphasis on being
culturally “nice” and “proper”, as well as
promoting intolerant and prejudiced attitudes.

~ Tim Keller, Galatians For You, p. 30



The Opposition’s Attack on the Gospel

Emotional



The Opposition’s Attack on the Gospel

Spiritual



“Anyone who believes that our relationship with God 
is based on keeping up moral behavior is on an 
endless treadmill of guilt and insecurity. As we know 
from Paul’s letters, he did not free Gentile believers 
from the moral imperatives of the Ten 
Commandments. Christians could not lie,
steal, commit adultery and so on. But
though not free from the moral law as a
way to live, Christians are free from the law 
as a system of salvation.



“We obey not in the fear and insecurity of hoping to earn 
our salvation, but in the freedom and security of 
knowing we are already saved in Christ. We obey in the 
freedom of gratitude. So both the false teachers and 
Paul told Christians to obey the Ten Commandments, 
but for totally different reasons and motives. And 
unless your motive for obeying God’s law is
the grace-gratitude motive of the gospel, you
are in slavery. The gospel provides freedom,
culturally and emotionally. The “other gospel”
destroys both.

~ Tim Keller, Galatians For You, p. 30-31



The cost of unity – willingness to walk away



The cost of unity – willingness to walk away

Galatians 2:6

6As for those who seemed to be important—whatever 
they were makes no difference to me; God does not 

judge by external appearance—those men added 
nothing to my message.



The cost of unity – willingness to walk away
1. Do not be a people pleaser – even leaders

Galatians 2:6

6As for those who seemed to be important—whatever 
they were makes no difference to me; God does not 

judge by external appearance—those men added 
nothing to my message.



The cost of unity – willingness to walk away
2. God does not judge on outward appearance

Galatians 2:6

6As for those who seemed to be important—whatever 
they were makes no difference to me; God does not 

judge by external appearance—those men added 
nothing to my message.



1 Samuel 16:7

7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his 
appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The 

LORD does not look at the things people look at.
People look at the outward appearance,

but the LORD looks at the heart.”



The cost of unity – willingness to walk away
3. They added nothing to the message

Galatians 2:6

6As for those who seemed to be important—whatever 
they were makes no difference to me; God does not 

judge by external appearance—those men added 
nothing to my message.



The Unity Outcome



The Unity Outcome

Galatians 2:7-9a

7On the contrary, they saw that I had been entrusted 
with the task of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, 

just as Peter had been to the Jews.  8For God, who was 
at work in the ministry of Peter as an apostle to the 

Jews, was also at work in my ministry as an
apostle to the Gentiles.



The Unity Outcome

Galatians 2:7-9a

9James, Peter and John, those reputed to be pillars, 
gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship 

when they recognized the grace given to me.





Paul’s Job Description



Paul’s Job Description

Galatians 2:1-10

They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and 
they to the Jews.  10All they asked was that we should 
continue to remember the poor, the very thing I was 

eager to do. 



Acts 9:15-16

15But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my 
chosen instrument to carry my name before the 

Gentiles and their kings and before the people of 
Israel.  16I will show him how much he must

suffer for my name.”



The value of
the

GOSPEL



Gospel Application:



Gospel Application:

Is the message of unconditional favor 
by God through the grace of Jesus 
Christ something you would risk 

everything to defend?
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