
Introduction – 2 Sundays remain!

What a transformation!

Message Series:
Jesus + Nothing = Everything

A study of Galatians

The A to Z Gospel

Today’s Message: 
Galatians 1:10

Recap from weeks 1 and 2: Galatians 1:1-9
• Paul, an apostle
• 3 missionary journeys
• “I am astonished...”
• Ways that we pervert the gospel as 

recipients of it

Galatians 1:10

Is Paul a “people pleaser”?
Gal. 1:10a

Paul’s logic to becoming a servant of Christ
Gal. 1:10b

The intersection of Galations 1:10 and our 
lives

Fear of God vs. Fear of Man
Proverbs 1:7, 29:25

Two sides of the People Pleasing coin
• Inordinate Desire for _____________
• Inordinate Fear of ______________

Do you have the disease to please?

Do you have the disease to DISplease?

How do you “win” the approval of God?

Questions to consider:
1. Which side (people pleaser/displeaser) 

are you naturally inclined to?
2. What is one thing a friend could do to 

help you in this area?

#hopecc

Gospel Application 

Galatians 1:6-10
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly 

deserting the one who called you to live 
in the grace of Christ and are turning to 
a different gospel— 7 which is really no 

gospel at all. Evidently some people are 
throwing you into confusion and are trying to 

pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or 
an angel from heaven should preach a gospel 

other than the one we preached to you, 
let them be under God’s curse! 9 As we 
have already said, so now I say again: 
If anybody is preaching to you a gospel 

other than what you accepted, let them be 
under God’s curse! 10 Am I now trying to 

win the approval of human beings, or of God? 
Or am I trying to please people? If I were still 

trying to please people, I would not be a servant 
of Christ.

Proverbs 1:7
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge.

Proverbs 29:25
Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but 

whoever trusts in the Lord is kept safe.

Mark 1:11
And a voice came from heaven: “You are 

my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.”

Hebrews 10:11-14, 18
11 Day after day every priest stands and 

performs his religious duties; again and again he 
offers the same sacrifices, which can never take 

away sins. 12 But when this priest had offered 
for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat 
down at the right hand of God, 13 and since 
that time he waits for his enemies to be 
made his footstool. 14 For by one sacrifice 
he has made perfect forever those who are 

being made holy…18 And where these have 
been forgiven, sacrifice for sin is no longer 

necessary.

Galatians 3:25-27
25 Now that this faith has come, we are no 

longer under a guardian. 26 So in Christ Jesus 
you are all children of God through faith, 27 for 
all of you who were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ. 
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WEEK #1 – Galatians 1:1-5
1Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by a man, 
but by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised 

him from the dead— 2 and all the brothers and sisters 
with me,

To the churches in Galatia:
3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave himself for our sins to 
rescue us from the present evil age, according to the 
will of our God and Father, 5 to whom be glory for 

ever and ever. Amen.
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WEEK #2 – Galatians 1:6-9
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the 

one who called you to live in the grace of Christ and 
are turning to a different gospel— 7 which is really no 
gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you 
into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of 

Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven 
should preach a gospel other than the one we preached 

to you, let them be under God’s curse! 9 As we have 
already said, so now I say again: If anybody is 
preaching to you a gospel other than what you 

accepted, let them be under God’s curse!



#1 – Deserting the one who called you

#2 – Turning to a “different gospel”

#3 – Perverting the gospel of Christ



Spot the Differences!





WEEK #3 – Galatians 1:10
10 Am I now trying to win the approval of 
human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to 
please people? If I were still trying to please 
people, I would not be a servant of Christ.



WEEK #3 – Galatians 1:10
10 Am I now trying to win the approval of 
human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to 
please people? If I were still trying to please 
people, I would not be a servant of Christ.



“The Judaizers were claiming that Paul only 
presented half a gospel in his evangelistic mission in 
Galatia, purposely trimming his message so as to 
gain a more favorable response…But Paul made a 
distinction between Jewish Christians and Gentile 
Christians with regard to the Mosaic law. And so, he 
insists, he was attempting no subterfuge by not 
bringing in the law in his Galatian mission, either as 
a means of acceptance before God or as the 
normative expression of the Christian life.”

~Richard Longenecker, Galatians, 
Word Biblical Commentary



WEEK #3 – Galatians 1:10
10 Am I now trying to win the approval of 
human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to 
please people? If I were still trying to please 
people, I would not be a servant of Christ.



Paul’s logic

Preach a false gospel

ê

Please other 
religious leaders

ê

Not a servant of Christ



Paul’s logic

Preach a false gospel

ê

Please other 
religious leaders

ê

Not a servant of Christ

Preach the true gospel

ê

Displease other 
religious leaders

ê

Remain a servant of Christ







Proverbs 1:7
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

knowledge.
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Proverbs 29:25
Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but 

whoever trusts in the Lord is kept safe.







Inordinate Desire 
for Approval 

Two sides of the People Pleasing Coin



Two sides of the People Pleasing Coin

Inordinate De       
for Approv Inordinate Fear 

of Rejection



Do you have 
the disease to please?



“Hi. My name is Cor 
and I’m a…”







Do you have 
the disease to DISplease?



In	Faith,

Matter	and	Manner

Matter



Two sides of the People DISPleasing Coin

Inordinate Desire       
for Disapproval Inordinate Fear 

of Acceptance



#winning the approval 
of God?



How do you “win” the approval of God?

Mark 1:9-11
9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in 

Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, 

he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit 
descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice 
came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I 

love; with you I am well pleased.”



How do you “win” the approval of God?

Hebrews 10:8-14, 18
8 First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt 

offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor 
were you pleased with them”—though they were 

offered in accordance with the law. 9 Then he 
said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.” 
He sets aside the first to establish the second. 
10 And by that will, we have been made holy 

through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all.



How do you “win” the approval of God?

Hebrews 10:8-14, 18
11 Day after day every priest stands and performs 
his religious duties; again and again he offers the 
same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 

12 But when this priest had offered for all time one 
sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 

God, 13 and since that time he waits for his enemies 
to be made his footstool. 14 For by one sacrifice he 

has made perfect forever those who are being made 
holy…18 And where these have been forgiven, 

sacrifice for sin is no longer necessary.



How do you “win” the approval of God?

Galatians 3:25-27
25 Now that this faith has come, we are no longer 

under a guardian. 26 So in Christ Jesus you are 
all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you 

who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. 



To consider:

Which side (people pleaser/displeaser) are 
you naturally inclined toward?



To consider:

Which side (people pleaser/displeaser) are 
you naturally inclined toward?

What is one thing a friend could do 
to help you in this area?









Gospel Application:

With an aim to please God and be a servant 
of Christ in the world, will you:

• Come back to, or stay with, God?
• Live in the “grace of Christ”?

• Turn to the real, legit, true gospel?
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