
Introduction – 3 Sundays remain!

Why I like Martin Luther

New Message Series:
Jesus + Nothing = Everything

A study of Galatians

Today’s Message: Spot the Difference
Galatians 1:6-9

Recap from last week - Galatians 1:1-5
• Paul, an apostle
• 3 missionary journeys
• The Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself 

for us

Paul’s Thanksgiving in other letters
• Colossians 1:3-6
• 1 Corinthians 1:4-9

Galatians 1:6-9

In REVERSE order

#3 - Perverting the gospel of Christ
Galatians 7b-9

To pervert means to reverse

What does it mean to be under God’s curse, or 
acursed? Romans 9:1-5, Romans 8:1

#2 - Turning to a “different gospel”
Galatians 6b-7a

SPOT THE DIFFERENCES!

Hebrews 5:11-14

#1 - Deserting the one who called you
Galatians 1:6a

Isaiah 55:1-3
John 5:39-40, 6:40

6 Ways We Internally Resist the A to Z 
Gospel

Gospel Application – 

Will you...?

Will you...?

Galatians 1:6-9
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly 

deserting the one who called you to live in the 
grace of Christ and are turning to a different 
gospel— 7 which is really no gospel at all. 

Evidently some people are throwing you into 
confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of 

Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven 
should preach a gospel other than the one we 

preached to you, let them be under God’s 
curse! 9 As we have already said, so now I 
say again: If anybody is preaching to you 
a gospel other than what you accepted, let 
them be under God’s curse!

Romans 9:1-5
1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not 

lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy 
Spirit— 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing 
anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I 

myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for 
the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according 

to the flesh. 4 They are Israelites, and to them 
belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, 
the giving of the law, the worship, and the 
promises. 5 To them belong the patriarchs, 

and from their race, according to the flesh, is 
the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. 

Amen.

Hebrews 5:11-14
11 About this we have much to say, and it 
is hard to explain, since you have become 
dull of hearing. 12 For though by this time 

you ought to be teachers, you need someone 
to teach you again the basic principles of the 

oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food, 
13 for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in 

the word of righteousness, since he is a child. 
14 But solid food is for the mature, for those 

who have their powers of discernment trained 
by constant practice to distinguish good from 
evil.

Isaiah 55:1-3
Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the wa-

ters; and he who has no money, come, buy and 
eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money 

and without price. 2 Why do you spend your 
money for that which is not bread, and your labor 

for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently 
to me, and eat what is good, and delight your-
selves in rich food. 3 Incline your ear, and come to 

me;  hear, that your soul may live.

Galatians 1:6-9
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly 

deserting the one who called you to live in the 
grace of Christ and are turning to a different 
gospel— 7 which is really no gospel at all. 

Evidently some people are throwing you into 
confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of 
Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven 
should preach a gospel other than the one we 

preached to you, let them be under God’s 
curse! 9 As we have already said, so now I 
say again: If anybody is preaching to you 
a gospel other than what you accepted, let 
them be under God’s curse!

Romans 9:1-5
1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not 

lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy 
Spirit— 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing 
anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I 
myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for 

the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according 
to the flesh. 4 They are Israelites, and to them 
belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, 
the giving of the law, the worship, and the 
promises. 5 To them belong the patriarchs, 

and from their race, according to the flesh, is 
the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. 

Amen.

Hebrews 5:11-14
11 About this we have much to say, and it 
is hard to explain, since you have become 
dull of hearing. 12 For though by this time 

you ought to be teachers, you need someone 
to teach you again the basic principles of the 

oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food, 
13 for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled 
in the word of righteousness, since he is a child. 

14 But solid food is for the mature, for those who 
have their powers of discernment trained by 
constant practice to distinguish good from 
evil.

Isaiah 55:1-3
Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the wa-

ters; and he who has no money, come, buy and 
eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money 

and without price. 2 Why do you spend your 
money for that which is not bread, and your labor 

for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently 
to me, and eat what is good, and delight your-
selves in rich food. 3 Incline your ear, and come to 

me;  hear, that your soul may live.
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“[Galatians] brings us face to face with the gospel. It’s 
very common in Christian circles to assume that “the 
gospel” is something mainly for non-Christians. We 
see it as a set of basic “ABC” doctrines that are the 
way in which someone enters the kingdom of God. 
We often assume that once we’re converted, we don’t 
need to hear or study or understand the gospel—we 
need more “advanced” material…But in this short 
letter, Paul outlines the bombshell truth that the 
gospel is the A to Z of the Christian life. It is not only 
the way to enter the kingdom; it is the way to live as 
part of the kingdom…



“We’re going to see him telling them that all they 
need—all they could ever need—is the gospel of 
God’s unmerited favor to them through Christ’s 
life, death and resurrection…We’re going to hear 
him solving their issues not through telling them to 
“be better Christians”, but by calling them to live 
out the implications of the gospel. We’re going to 
watch Paul challenge them,
and us, with the simple truth that 
the gospel is not just the ABC of 
Christianity, but the A to Z—that 
Christians need the gospel just as 
much as non-Christians.

~ Tim
othy K

eller, G
alatians For Y

ou. The G
ood Book C

om
pany. 



Galatians 1:1-2
1Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by a man, but 

by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him 
from the dead—2and all the brothers and sisters with 

me,
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Thomas V. Brisco, Holman Bible Atlas, Holman Reference (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1998), page 246. 



Galatians 1:3-5
To the churches in Galatia:

3Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 4who gave himself for our sins to 

rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will 
of our God and Father, 5to whom be glory for ever and 

ever.  Amen.



Paul’s “Thanksgiving” in other letters

Colossians 1:3-6
3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, when we pray for you, 4 because we have heard 
of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for 
all God’s people— 5 the faith and love that spring from 
the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which 

you have already heard in the true message of the gospel 
6 that has come to you. In the same way, the gospel is 

bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole 
world—just as it has been doing among you since the 
day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace. 



Paul’s “Thanksgiving” in other letters

1 Corinthians 1:4-9
4 I always thank my God for you because of his grace 
given you in Christ Jesus. 5 For in him you have been 
enriched in every way—with all kinds of speech and 

with all knowledge— 6 God thus confirming our 
testimony about Christ among you. 7 Therefore you do 

not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our 
Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 He will also keep you 
firm to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, who has 
called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord.



Galatians 1:6-9
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the 

one who called you to live in the grace of Christ and are 
turning to a different gospel— 7 which is really no 

gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you 
into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of 

Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should 
preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, 

let them be under God’s curse! 9 As we have already 
said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you 

a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be 
under God’s curse!



#1 – Deserting the one who called you

Galatians 1:6-9
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the 

one who called you to live in the grace of Christ and are 
turning to a different gospel— 7 which is really no 

gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you 
into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of 

Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should 
preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, 

let them be under God’s curse! 9 As we have already 
said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you 

a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be 
under God’s curse!



#2 – Turning to a “different gospel”

Galatians 1:6-9
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the 

one who called you to live in the grace of Christ and are 
turning to a different gospel— 7 which is really no 

gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you 
into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of 

Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should 
preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, 

let them be under God’s curse! 9 As we have already 
said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you 

a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be 
under God’s curse!



#3 – Perverting the gospel of Christ

Galatians 1:6-9
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the 

one who called you to live in the grace of Christ and are 
turning to a different gospel— 7 which is really no 

gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you 
into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of 

Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should 
preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, 

let them be under God’s curse! 9 As we have already 
said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you 

a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be 
under God’s curse!



#3 – Perverting the gospel of Christ

Romans 9:1-5
1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my 
conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit— 2 that I 
have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 
3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut 

off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen 
according to the flesh. 4 They are Israelites, and to them 
belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving 

of the law, the worship, and the promises. 5 To them 
belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to 

the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed 
forever. Amen.





#2 – Turning to a “different gospel”

Galatians 1:6-9
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the 

one who called you to live in the grace of Christ and are 
turning to a different gospel— 7 which is really no 

gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you 
into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of 

Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should 
preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, 

let them be under God’s curse! 9 As we have already 
said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you 

a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be 
under God’s curse!



Spot the Differences!



Spot the Differences!



Spot the Differences!











#2 – Turning to a “different gospel”

Hebrews 5:11-14
11 About this we have much to say, and it is hard to 

explain, since you have become dull of hearing. 12 For 
though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need 
someone to teach you again the basic principles of the 
oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food, 13 for 

everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of 
righteousness, since he is a child. 14 But solid food is for 

the mature, for those who have their powers of 
discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish 

good from evil.



#1 – Deserting the one who called you

Galatians 1:6-9
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the 

one who called you to live in the grace of Christ and are 
turning to a different gospel— 7 which is really no 

gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you 
into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of 

Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should 
preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, 

let them be under God’s curse! 9 As we have already 
said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you 

a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be 
under God’s curse!



#1 – Deserting the one who called you

Isaiah 55:1-3
Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he 
who has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine 

and milk
without money and without price.
2 Why do you spend your money 

for that which is not bread, and your labor for that 
which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat 

what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.
3 Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your 

soul may live.



#1 – Deserting the one who called you

John 5:39-40, 6:40
39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in 

them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear 
witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me that 
you may have life… For this is the will of my Father, 

that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him 
should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the 

last day.



6 Ways We Internally Resist
the A to Z Gospel















“The gospel will be found equal to every emergency; 
an arrow which can pierce the hardest heart, a balm 
which will heal the deadliest wound. Preach it, and 
preach nothing else. Rely implicitly upon the old, 
old gospel.

Chuck Spurgeon





Gospel Application:

Will you respond to him 
who has called you?



Gospel Application:

Will you respond to him 
who has called you?

Will you preach the old, old gospel of 
Christ to yourself so you might live in his 

grace?



Gospel Application:

Will you respond to him 
who has called you?

Will you preach the old, old gospel of 
Christ to yourself so you might live in his 

grace?

Will you train yourself to spot the 
differences between the gospel and 

imitations?
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