
Jonah 4:1-11
1But Jonah was greatly displeased and became 

angry.  2He prayed to the Lord, “O Lord, is 
this not what I said when I was still at home?  
That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. 

I knew that you are a gracious and compassion-
ate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a 
God who relents from sending calamity.  3Now, O 
Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me to 

die than to live.”
4But the Lord replied, “Have you any right 
to be angry?”
5Jonah went out and sat down at a place east 
of the city.  There he made himself a shelter, 

sat in its shade and waited to see what would 
happen to the city.  6Then the Lord God provided 

a vine and made it grow up over Jonah to give 
shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah 
was very happy about the vine.  7But at dawn the 
next day God provided a worm, which chewed the 

vine so that it withered.  8When the sun rose, God 
provided a scorching east wind, and the sun 
blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. 
He wanted to die, and said, “It would be better 
for me to die than to live.”

9But God said to Jonah, “Do you have a right to 
be angry about the vine?”

“I do,” he said. “I am angry enough to die.”
10But the Lord said, “You have been concerned 

about this vine, though you did not tend it or 
make it grow.  It sprang up overnight and died 
overnight.  11But Nineveh has more than a 
hundred and twenty thousand people who 

cannot tell their right hand from their left, and 
many cattle as well.  Should I not be concerned 

about that great city?”

Exodus 34:6-7a
6And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, 

“The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and 
gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in 
love and faithfulness, 7maintaining love to 
thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebel-
lion and sin…”

1 Kings 19:3-4
3Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. When he 
came to Beersheba in Judah, he left his servant 
there, 4 hile he himself went a day’s journey into 
the desert. He came to a broom tree, sat down 
under it and prayed that he might die. “I have 
had enough, Lord,” he said. “Take my life; I am 
no better than my ancestors.”

Introduction – “The end is near… of Jonah”

Where we’ve come so far:
Jonah 1 – Things start out bad for Jonah
Jonah 2 – Repentance on the lips only
Jonah 3 – The God of 2nd Chances

This week’s Message:
“Should I not be concerned about

that great city?”
Jonah 4

Scene One: Jonah’s Disdain to a Relenting 
God
  Jonah’s Anger – Jonah 4:1

  Jonah’s “Prayer” – Jonah 4:2-3
    Exodus 34:6-7a
    1 Kings 19:3-4

  The heart of the matter – Jonah 4:4

Scene Two: The Object Lesson
  Jonah is stubbornly in de Nile – Jonah 4:5

  God makes Jonah happy – Jonah 4:6

  Object Lesson, part deax – Jonah 4:7-8

  Think carefully Jonah – Jonah 4:9

  What are you concerned about? – Jonah 4:10

Three Big Take-Aways
  • Rights
  • Anger
  • Concern

Gospel Application – “Are you willing to lay 
          down your rights, analyze your anger and
          shift your concern?”

Message Notes
Should I not be concerned?

Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)





Jonah gets off to a bad start…

Jonah 1:1
1The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai:

2“Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, 
because its wickedness has come up before me.”

3But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for 
Tarshish.  He went down to Joppa, where he found a 

ship bound for that port.  After paying the fare, he went 
aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the LORD.





The pagan sailors worship God!

Jonah 1:15-16
15Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and 

the raging sea grew calm.  16At this the men greatly 
feared the LORD, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD

and made vows to him.

17Now the LORD provided a huge fish to swallow Jonah, 
and Jonah was in the belly of the fish

three days and three nights.



Jonah 2
Poorly done Repentance



Repentance from the heart?

Jonah 2:7-10
7“When my life was ebbing away, I remembered you, 

LORD, and my prayer rose to you, 
to your holy temple.

8“Those who cling to worthless idols
forfeit the grace that could be theirs.
9But I, with a song of thanksgiving,

will sacrifice to you.
What I have vowed I will make good.

Salvation comes from the LORD.”

10And the LORD commanded the fish, and it vomited 
Jonah onto dry land.





God Responds to the Pouty Prophet

Jonah 3:1-2
1Then the word of the LORD came to

Jonah a second time:

2“Go to the great city of Nineveh
and proclaim to it the message I give you.”



The Response of God

Jonah 3:10
10When God saw what they did and how they turned 
from their evil ways, he relented and did not bring on 

them the destruction he had threatened.



This week’s message:

Should I not be concerned
about that great city?

Jonah 4



Scene One: Jonah’s Disdain for a Relenting God



Scene One: Jonah’s Disdain for a Relenting God
Jonah’s Anger

Jonah 4:1
1But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry.



Scene One: Jonah’s Disdain for a Relenting God
Jonah’s Anger

Jonah 4:1
1But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry.

“It was/became evil (or wrong) to Jonah
as a great evil (or wrong).” 





““Sir, my concern is not whether God is on 
our side; my greatest concern is to be on 
God's side, for God is always right.”

~ Abraham Lincoln, when asked if “God were on the side of the Union 
or the Confederate” during the Civil War 



Scene One: Jonah’s Disdain for a Relenting God
Jonah’s “Prayer”

Jonah 4:2-3
2He prayed to the LORD, “O LORD, is this not what I said 
when I was still at home?  That is why I was so quick to 

flee to Tarshish.  I knew that you are a gracious and 
compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in 

love, a God who relents from sending calamity.  3Now, 
O LORD, take away my life, for it is better for me to die 

than to live.”



Exodus 34:6-7a
6And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The 

LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, 
slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 

7maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving 
wickedness, rebellion and sin…”



Scene One: Jonah’s Disdain for a Relenting God
Jonah’s “Prayer”

Jonah 4:2-3
2He prayed to the LORD, “O LORD, is this not what I said 
when I was still at home?  That is why I was so quick to 

flee to Tarshish.  I knew that you are a gracious and 
compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in 

love, a God who relents from sending calamity.  3Now, 
O LORD, take away my life, for it is better for me to die 

than to live.”



1 Kings 19:3-4
3Elijah was afraid and ran for his life.  When he came to 
Beersheba in Judah, he left his servant there, 4while he 

himself went a day’s journey into the desert.  He came to 
a broom tree, sat down under it and prayed that he 

might die.  “I have had enough, LORD,” he said.  “Take 
my life; I am no better than my ancestors.”





Scene One: Jonah’s Disdain for a Relenting God
God goes after the heart of the matter

Jonah 4:4
4But the LORD replied,

“Have you any right to be angry?”



Scene Two: The Object Lesson



Scene Two: The Object Lesson
Jonah is stubbornly in de Nile

Jonah 4:5
5Jonah went out and sat down at a place east of the city.  

There he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade and 
waited to see what would happen to the city.



“God will (and does) act in justice against sin, but His great 
love for every person in the world causes Him to wait 
patiently, to give graciously, to forgive mercifully, and to 
accept compassionately even the most unworthy people in 
the world. To experience the grace of God and not be willing 
to tell others of His compassion is a tragedy all must avoid. 
Messengers of God can neither limit the grace of God nor 
control its distribution, but they can prevent God’s grace 
from having an effect on their own lives.

~ Billy K. Smith and Franklin S. Page, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, vol. 19B, 
The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman 
Publishers, 1995), 282.



Scene Two: The Object Lesson
God makes Jonah happy

Jonah 4:6
6Then the LORD God provided a vine and made it grow 

up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his 
discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the vine.



Scene Two: The Object Lesson
God makes Jonah happy

Jonah 4:6
6Then the LORD God provided a vine and made it grow 

up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his 
discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the vine.

“Jonah rejoiced with a great joy at the climbing gourd.” 



Scene Two: The Object Lesson
Object Lesson, part deux

Jonah 4:7-8
7But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which 
chewed the vine so that it withered.  8When the sun rose, 
God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed 
on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, 
and said, “It would be better for me to die than to live.”



“This wind may have been that sort called 
elsewhere the scirocco, i.e., constant hot air so 
full of positive ions that it affects the levels of 
serotonin and other brain neurotransmitters, 
causing exhaustion, depression, feelings of 
unreality, and, occasionally, bizarre behavior.

~ Douglas Stuart, Hosea–Jonah, vol. 31, Word Biblical Commentary 
(Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 2002), 505–506.



Scene Two: The Object Lesson
Think carefully about how you answer this, Jonah

Jonah 4:9
9But God said to Jonah,

“Do you have a right to be angry about the vine?”



Scene Two: The Object Lesson
Think carefully about how you answer this, Jonah

Jonah 4:9
9But God said to Jonah,

“Do you have a right to be angry about the vine?”

“I do,” he said. “I am angry enough to die.”



Scene Two: The Object Lesson
What are you concerned about?

Jonah 4:10-11
10But the LORD said, “You have been concerned about 

this vine, though you did not tend it or make it grow.  It 
sprang up overnight and died overnight.  11But Nineveh 
has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people 

who cannot tell their right hand from their left, and 
many cattle as well.  Should I not be concerned about 

that great city?”



“Donald E. Baker paraphrases the Lord’s response this way: 
“Let’s analyze this anger of yours, Jonah It represents your 
concern over your beloved plant—but what did it really 
mean to you? Your attachment to it couldn’t be very deep, 
for it was here one day and gone the next. Your concern was 
dictated by self-interest, not by genuine love. You never had 
the devotion of a gardener. If you feel as bad as you do, what 
would you expect a gardener to feel like, who tended a plant 
and watched it grow only to see it wither and die? This is 
how I feel about Nineveh, only much more so. All those 
people, all those animals—I made them; I have cherished 
them all these years. Nineveh has cost Me no end of effort, 
and it means the world to Me. Your pain is nothing 
compared to Mine when I contemplate their destruction.”

~ Donald E. Baker, “Jonah and the Worm,” His. October 1983, p. 12).



Big Time Take-Aways from Jonah 4



Big Time Take-Aways from Jonah 4

“Our Rights”



Philippians 2:5-11
5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 

6Who, being in very nature God, did not consider 
equality with God something to be grasped, 7but made 

himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness. 8And being found in 

appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became 
obedient to death—even death on a cross!  9Therefore 

God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the 
name that is above every name, 10that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



Big Time Take-Aways from Jonah 4

“Anger as a sign”



Big Time Take-Aways from Jonah 4

“Anger as a sign”





Big Time Take-Aways from Jonah 4

Are our concerns the same
as God’s?





Gospel Application:

Are you willing to lay down your rights, 
analyze your anger and shift your concern 

to what God is concerned about?
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