
Jonah 3:1-10
1Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah 

a second time: 2“Go to the great city of 
Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I 
give you.”

3Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord and 
went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a 

very large city; it took three days to go 
through it.  4Jonah began by going a 
day’s journey into the city, proclaiming, 
“Forty more days and Nineveh will be 
overthrown.”  5The Ninevites believed 

God.  A fast was proclaimed, and all of 
them, from the greatest to the least, put on 

sackcloth.

6When Jonah’s warning reached the king 
of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took 

off his royal robes, covered himself with 
sackcloth and sat down in the dust.  7This 
is the proclamation he issued in Nineveh: 

“By the decree of the king and his nobles: 
Do not let people or animals, herds or 

flocks, taste anything; do not let them eat 
or drink. 8But let people and animals be 

covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call 
urgently on God. Let them give up their 
evil ways and their violence.  9Who 
knows? God may yet relent and with 

compassion turn from his fierce anger so 
that we will not perish.”

10When God saw what they did and how 
they turned from their evil ways, he 

relented and did not bring on them the 
destruction he had threatened.

Introduction – “Really, Dakota?”

Where we’ve come so far:
Jonah 1 – Things start out bad for Jonah

Jonah 2 – Repentance on the lips only

This week’s Message:
The God of Second Chances

Jonah 3

God Responds to the Pouty Prophet – 
Jonah 1:1-2

Jonah’s Obedience – Jonah 3:3

A Proclamation of Judgment –
Jonah 3:4

The Response of the People – Jonah 3:5

The Response of the King – Jonah 3:6-9
Remind you of anyone? – Jonah 1:6, 14-16

How did the pagan king fear God?
Romans 1:18-23

The Response of God – Jonah 3:10

How can God do this?
Jeremiah 18:7-10

Who are you in the story?
Ninevites? Ephesians 2:1-10

Jonah? 1 Peter 5:5-7

Gospel Application – “Are you
             responding to the God of
             Second Chances?”

Message Notes
The God of 2nd Chances

Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)
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Jonah gets off to a bad start…

Jonah 1:1
1The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai:

2“Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, 
because its wickedness has come up before me.”

3But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for 
Tarshish.  He went down to Joppa, where he found a 

ship bound for that port.  After paying the fare, he went 
aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the LORD.





The pagan sailors worship God!

Jonah 1:13-16
15Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and 

the raging sea grew calm.  16At this the men greatly 
feared the LORD, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD

and made vows to him.

17Now the LORD provided a huge fish to swallow Jonah, 
and Jonah was in the belly of the fish

three days and three nights.



Jonah 2
Repentance 
done with 
50% of a 
donkey
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Repentance from the heart?

Jonah 2:7-10
7“When my life was ebbing away, I remembered you, 

LORD, and my prayer rose to you, 
to your holy temple.

8“Those who cling to worthless idols
forfeit the grace that could be theirs.
9But I, with a song of thanksgiving,

will sacrifice to you.
What I have vowed I will make good.

Salvation comes from the LORD.”

10And the LORD commanded the fish, and it vomited 
Jonah onto dry land.
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1Then the word of the LORD came to
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God Responds to the Pouty Prophet

Jonah 3:1-2
1Then the word of the LORD came to

Jonah a second time:

2“Go to the great city of Nineveh
and proclaim to it the message I give you.”
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Jonah’s Obedience

Jonah 3:3
3Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD

and went to Nineveh.
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A Proclamation of Judgment

Jonah 3:4
4Jonah began by going a day’s journey

into the city, proclaiming,

“Forty more days and Nineveh will be overthrown.”
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The Response of the King

Jonah 3:6-9
6When Jonah’s warning reached the king of Nineveh, he 

rose from his throne, took off his royal robes, covered 
himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust.  7This is 

the proclamation he issued in Nineveh:



The Response of the King

Jonah 3:6-9

“By the decree of the king and his nobles: 

Do not let people or animals, herds or flocks, taste 
anything; do not let them eat or drink. 8But let people 

and animals be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call 
urgently on God. Let them give up their evil ways and 
their violence.  9Who knows? God may yet relent and 
with compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we 

will not perish.”



“Sackcloth, the coarsest of cloth, often made of goat’s hair, 
was the normal dress of the poor, prisoners, and slaves; it 
was worn by those who mourned (Ezek 7:18).  Prophets 
wore it (2 Kings 1:8; Zech 13:4; Mark 1:6), partly to associate 
themselves with the poor, partly perhaps as a sign of 
mourning for the sins of the people.  When used in 
mourning, it covered no more of the body than was 
demanded by decency.  When used by the Ninevites, it 
expressed their complete inability to contend with the divine 
decree and that they were the slaves of the supreme God.

~ H. L. Ellison, “Jonah,” ed. Frank E. Gaebelein, The Expositor’s Bible 
Commentary: Daniel and the Minor Prophets (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan Publishing House, 1986), 382.
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Remind you of anyone?

Jonah 1:6, 14-16

6The captain went to him and said, “How can you sleep?  
Get up and call on your god!  Maybe he will take notice 

of us so that we will not perish.”

14Then they cried out to the LORD, “Please, LORD, do not 
let us die for taking this man’s life.  Do not hold us 

accountable for killing an innocent man, for you, LORD, 
have done as you pleased.”  15Then they took Jonah and 

threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew calm.  
16At this the men greatly feared the LORD, and they 

offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made vows to him.
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they know very little about?



How do the pagan Sailors and King fear a God 
they know very little about?

Romans 1:18-23
18The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven 

against all the godlessness and wickedness of people, 
who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19since what 
may be known about God is plain to them, because God 
has made it plain to them.  20For since the creation of the 
world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and 

divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood 
from what has been made, so that people

are without excuse.



How do the pagan Sailors and King fear a God 
they know very little about?

Romans 1:18-23
21For although they knew God, they neither glorified 

him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking 
became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.  

22Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 
23and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 

images made to look like a mortal human being and 
birds and animals and reptiles.
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The Response of God

Jonah 3:10
10When God saw what they did and how they turned 
from their evil ways, he relented and did not bring on 

them the destruction he had threatened.



How can God do that?



How can God do that?

Jeremiah 18:7-10
7If at any time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to 

be uprooted, torn down and destroyed, 8 and if that 
nation I warned repents of its evil, then I will relent and 

not inflict on it the disaster I had planned. 9 And if at 
another time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to 
be built up and planted, 10 and if it does evil in my sight 
and does not obey me, then I will reconsider the good I 

had intended to do for it.
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Who are you in this story?

Ephesians 2:1-10
1As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and 
sins, 2in which you used to live when you followed the 

ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the 
air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are 

disobedient.  3All of us also lived among them at one 
time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following 

its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by 
nature deserving of wrath.



Who are you in this story?

Ephesians 2:1-10
4But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, 5made us alive with Christ even when we were 
dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been 

saved.  6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us 
with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7in 

order that in the coming ages he might show the 
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his 

kindness to us in Christ Jesus.



Who are you in this story?

Ephesians 2:1-10
8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—

and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—
9not by works, so that no one can boast.  10For we are 
God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.



Who are you in this story?



Martin Luther’s First 3 “Theses”

“When our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, said 
“Repent”, He called for the entire life of believers to

be one of repentance.

The word cannot be properly understood as referring to 
the sacrament of penance, i.e. confession and 

satisfaction, as administered by the clergy.

Yet its meaning is not restricted to repentance in one's 
heart; for such repentance is null unless it produces 

outward signs in various mortifications of the flesh.”
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Who are you in this story?

1 Peter 5:5-6
5In the same way, you who are younger, submit 

yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves 
with humility toward one another, because,

“God opposes the proud 
but shows favor to the humble.”

6Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty 
hand, that he may lift you up in due time.  7Cast all your 

anxiety on him because he cares for you.



Gospel Application:

Are you responding to the
God of Second Chances?
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