










The Prophet



The Prophet
To a person endowed with prophetic sight, 

everyone else appears blind; to a person whose 
ear perceives God’s voice, everyone else 

appears deaf. No one is just; no knowing is 
strong enough, no trust complete enough. 

The prophet hates the approximate, he shuns the middle of the 
road. Man must live on the summit to avoid the abyss. There is 

nothing to hold to except God. Carried away by the challenge, the 
demand to straighten out man’s ways, the prophet is strange and 

one sided, an unbearable extremist.

Others may suffer from the terror of cosmic aloneness, the 
prophet is overwhelmed by the grandeur of the divine presence. 

He is incapable of isolating the world. There is an interaction 
between man and God which to disregard is an act of insolence. 

Isolation is a fairy tale.



The Prophet

The prophet disdains those for whom God’s 
presence is comfort and security; to him it is a 

challenge, an incessant demand. God is 
compassion, not compromise; justice, though 

not lacking in mercy.
The prophet’s word is a scream in the night. 

While the world is at ease and asleep, the 
prophet feels the blast from heaven. 

~Abraham Heschel



Jonah Goes Down

1. Change of Geography (“…went 
down to Joppa…”)

2. Sleep (“…went down below 
deck...”)

3. Attempted Death (Jonah went 
down into the sea)



Bad guys and good guys









Jonah 2: An Impression of Worship

1. Worship that really leaves an impact?

2. An imitation of true worship?



17 Now the LORD provided a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and 
Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.



1From inside the fish Jonah prayed 
to the LORD his God. 2 He said:

“I called out, in my trouble, to the 
LORD and he answered me. From 
the belly of Sheol I pleaded, and 

you heard my voice.

3 You hurled me into the depths, 
into the very heart of the seas,
and the currents swirled about 

me; all your waves and breakers
swept over me. 



4 I said, ‘You have banished me 
from your sight; yet toward your 

holy temple again I will look.’ 

5 The engulfing waters threatened 
me, the deep surrounded me;
seaweed was wrapped around 

my head. 

6 To the roots of the mountains I 
went down; the earth beneath 

barred me in forever.
But you, LORD my God,

brought my life up from Sheol. 



7 When my life was ebbing away, I 
remembered you, LORD,

and my prayer rose to you, to your 
holy temple. 

8 “Those who cling to worthless 
idols forsake the loyalty of the 

LORD .

9 But I, with shouts of grateful 
praise, sacrifice to you.

What I have vowed I will fulfill. 
Deliverance belongs to the LORD.



Anatomy of a Worship Impression



Anatomy of a Worship Impression

1. A Superior Attitude

Those who cling to worthless idols…

…But I sacrifice to you..

…I look to your holy temple…

I remembered you, Lord.



Anatomy of a Worship Impression

1. A Superior Attitude

2. Flaunted Piety

“Despite his banishment from the eyes of God, he continues to 
look to the holy Temple. The one who has fled from Yahweh 

asserts his cultic piety. Such dissonance drives a wedge 
between the psalm and the narrative… Jonah affirms what his 

actions deny.”



Anatomy of a Worship Impression

1. A Superior Attitude

2. Flaunted Piety

3. Revisionist History

I called out, in my trouble, to the LORD…

When my life was ebbing away, I remembered 
you…



Anatomy of a Worship Impression

1. A Superior Attitude

2. Flaunted Piety

3. Revisionist History

4. Blame

You hurled me into the depths…

You have banished me from your sight…



Anatomy of a Worship Impression

1. A Superior Attitude

2. Flaunted Piety

3. Revisionist History

4. Blame

5. Self-Centered

“The first-person singular as subject, object and 
possessive dominates throughout.”

No fewer than 25 references to self in 9 short verses



Anatomy of a Worship Impression

1. A Superior Attitude

2. Flaunted Piety

3. Revisionist History

4. Blame

5. Self-Centered

1. The Wrong Song

A song of deliverance? Where is the lament? 
Where is the repentance?



Psalm 51

1 Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your unfailing love; 

according to your great compassion 
blot out my transgressions. 

2 Wash away all my iniquity
and cleanse me from my sin.

3 For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is always before me. 

4 Against you, you only, have I sinned 
and done what is evil in your sight; 
so you are right in your verdict

and justified when you judge. 





Act 5: Lip Service
10 And the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry 

land.





Image Crafting vs. Image Bearing



Image Bearing
“Our task as image-bearers is to announce redemption to a world that 
has discovered its fallenness, to announce healing to a world that has 
discovered its brokenness, to proclaim love and trust to a world that 

knows only exploitation, fear and suspicion. 

The gospel of Jesus points us and indeed urges us to be at the leading 
edge of the whole culture, articulating in story and music and art and 

philosophy and education and poetry and politics and theology, a 
worldview that will mount the historically-rooted Christian challenge to 

both modernity and postmodernity, leading the way with joy and 
humor and gentleness and good judgment and true wisdom. 

I believe if we face the question, "if not now, then when?”—if we are 
grasped by this vision—we may also hear the question, "if not us, then 
who?" And if the gospel of Jesus is not the key to this task, then what 

is?”

~N.T. Wright, The Challenge of Jesus
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4. Blame?

5. Self-Centered?

1. The Wrong Song

Image Crafting vs. the Gospel
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1. A Superior Attitude?

2. Flaunted Piety?

3. Revisionist History?

4. Blame?

5. Self-Centered?

1. The Wrong Song

Image Crafting vs. the Gospel

1. Jesus died for all of us the 
same

2. …due to no merit on our part

3. …fundamentally changing 
history

4. …taking the blame for our 
sins

5. …for the glory of God the 
Father

1. …giving us a new song



Gospel Application

1. In what ways are you trying to shield yourself from 
the presence and word of God?



Gospel Application

1. In what ways are you trying to shield yourself from 
the presence and word of God?

2. Do you believe the gospel?
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