
Introduction – “What’s your conflict style?”

         Avoiding        Accommodating
         Competing     Compromising
                   Collaborating

Where we’ve come so far

This week’s message:
Don’t Find Fault.  Find a Remedy.  

Anyone can complain.

1.  Don’t be surprised by conflict
     John 16:33

2.  Humble yourself before God 
     and others
     Philippians 2:1-4

3.  Be Bible, Gospel and Spirit Filled
     Colossians 3:12-17

4.  Love your “Opponent”
     Romans 12:9-16

5.  Do the hard work of Solution Seeking
     Romans 12:17-21

P. repare

A. ffirm Relationships

U. nderstand Interests

S. eek Creative Solutions

E. valuate Options objectively

The Barking Dog

Gospel Application – “Do you need to 
         PAUSE with someone?”

John 16:33
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may 

have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  
But take heart!  I have overcome the world.”

Philippians 2:1-4
1If you have any encouragement from being 

united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if 
any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and 

compassion, 2then make my joy complete by being 
like-minded, having the same love, being one 

in spirit and purpose.  3Do nothing out of self-
ish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility 
consider others better than yourselves.  4Each 
of you should look not only to your own inter-

ests, but also to the interests of others.

Colossians 3:12-17
12Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly 

loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience.  13Bear with each 

other and forgive one another if any of you has a griev-
ance against someone.  Forgive as the Lord forgave 

you.  14And over all these virtues put on love, 
which binds them all together in perfect unity.  
15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
since as members of one body you were called 
to peace.  And be thankful.  16Let the word of 

Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wisdom through 

psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to 
God with gratitude in your hearts.  17And whatever 

you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through him.

Romans 12:9-21
9Love must be sincere.  Hate what is evil; cling 

to what is good.  10Be devoted to one another in 
love.  Honor one another above yourselves. 11Never 

be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serv-
ing the Lord.  12Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 

faithful in prayer.  13Share with the Lord’s people 
who are in need.  Practice hospitality.  14Bless 

those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  
15Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with 
those who mourn.  16Live in harmony with one 
another.  Do not be proud, but be willing to 
associate with people of low position.  Do not 

be conceited.  17Do not repay anyone evil for 
evil.  Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of 

everyone.  18If it is possible, as far as it depends 
on you, live at peace with everyone.  19Do not take 

revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s 
wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will 

repay,” [Deuteronomy. 32:35] says the Lord.  20On 
the contrary:  “If your enemy is hungry, feed him;  if 
he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing 

this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”  
[Prov. 25:21,22]  21Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good.
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