
Introduction – The DREAM of Hope 
Community Church

Sermon Series
FIGHTING FAIR

Conflict Resolution

This week: Live at peace with every-
one

Last week: The Slippery Slope of 
Conflict - Escape, Attack, or Make Peace

The cross-filled life of the Christian
Romans 12:17-21, 1 Peter 3:9

This week - The 4 “G”s of Peacemaking

1st “G”: Glorify God
1 Corinthians 10:31, Matthew 18:15-17,20

How can I please and honor God in this 
situation?

2nd “G”: Get the log out of your eye
Matthew 7:1-5

How can I show Jesus’ work in me by 
taking responsibility for my contribution 
to this conflict?

3rd “G”: Gently restore
Galatians 6:1

How can I lovingly serve others by help-
ing them take responsibility for their 
contribution to this conflict?

4th “G”: Go and be reconciled
Matthew 5:23-24, Colossians 3:13

How can I demonstrate the forgiveness 
of God and encourage a reasonable solu-
tion to this conflict?

Gospel Application 
Which of the 4 “G”s would God have 
you focus on?

Romans 12:17-21
17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be 

careful to do what is right in the eyes of 
everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as 
it depends on you, live at peace with 

everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear 
friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for 

it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will 
repay,” says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: 

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if 
he is thirsty, give him something to 
drink. In doing this, you will heap 

burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not 
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 

with good.

1 Corinthians 10:31
So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever 

you do, do all to the glory of God. 

Matthew 7:1-5
1 “Judge not, that you be not judged. 
2 For with the judgment you pronounce 

you will be judged, and with the measure 
you use it will be measured to you. 3 Why 

do you see the speck that is in your brother’s 
eye, but do not notice the log that is in your 

own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your 
brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of 
your eye,’ when there is the log in your 
own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the 

log out of your own eye, and then you 
will see clearly to take the speck out of your 

brother’s eye.

Galatians 6:1
Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught 
in a sin, you who live by the Spirit 
should restore that person gently. But 
watch yourselves, or you also may be 

tempted.

Matthew 5:23-24
23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift 

at the altar and there remember that your 
brother or sister has something against you, 
24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. 

First go and be reconciled to them; then 
come and offer your gift.

Romans 12:17-21
17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. 
Be careful to do what is right in the 
eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, 
as far as it depends on you, live at 

peace with everyone. 19 Do not take re-
venge, my dear friends, but leave room 

for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is 
mine to avenge; I will repay,” says 
the Lord. 20 On the contrary: “If 
your enemy is hungry, feed him; if 

he is thirsty, give him something 
to drink. In doing this, you will heap 

burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not 
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 
with good.

1 Corinthians 10:31
So, whether you eat or drink, or 
whatever you do, do all to the glory 
of God. 

Matthew 7:1-5
1 “Judge not, that you be not judged. 

2 For with the judgment you pro-
nounce you will be judged, and 
with the measure you use it will be 
measured to you. 3 Why do you see 

the speck that is in your brother’s eye, 
but do not notice the log that is in your 
own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your 

brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of 
your eye,’ when there is the log in 
your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first 
take the log out of your own eye, and 
then you will see clearly to take the 
speck out of your brother’s eye.

Galatians 6:1
Brothers and sisters, if someone is 

caught in a sin, you who live by the 
Spirit should restore that person gently. 
But watch yourselves, or you also may 
be tempted.
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The DREAM of Hope Community Church

A dream of a church where God is honored as we learn 
to trust, rely and hope in Him as the only One who 
satisfies our deepest longings.

It is a dream of a place where people from all walks of 
life come into a life-changing encounter with Jesus 
Christ, being loved, accepted and valued from the very 
moment they cross our path.



The DREAM of Hope Community Church

It is a dream of a place in which all the caricatures of 
Christianity are broken down and removed in order for 
non-Christians and Christians alike to grow in a non-
threatening environment-a place where seeking the 
answers to tough, real-life questions is encouraged.

It is a dream of a shelter for those who are hurting; a 
"new start" for those who have come from legalistic or 
overly-shaming religious experiences, offering Biblical 
counseling for those who are in need or crisis.



The DREAM of Hope Community Church

It is a dream of putting people above committees, 
projects and programs and where life-long, God-
centered, intimate, authentic relationships develop with 
one another.

It is a dream of a church that takes the Bible very 
seriously yet is also culturally-relevant to our times.

It is a dream of personal discipleship relationships being 
very important, where mentoring relationships and 
small groups are seen as the most vital ingredients of 
growth that we can offer.



The DREAM of Hope Community Church

And lastly, but most importantly, it is a dream of being a 
church where Jesus Christ is the ultimate priority, where 
we work hard at keeping the "main thing the main 
thing"; that is, Jesus Christ is our Lord, Savior and Guide 
for life, a church where we would be diligent in prayer 
and faithful to carry out what God has given to us.





“We want to be challenged to live lives of 
holiness, not only when it comes to sex, but 
also when it comes to living simply, caring 

for the poor and oppressed, pursuing 
reconciliation, engaging in creation care and 

becoming peacemakers.”

~Rachel Held Evans, On why millenials
(born 1980-2000) are leaving the church





Fighting Fair – Conflict Resolution

1. Stuff Happens! Conflict is part of living in a 
fallen world

1. A Commitment to live at peace with everyone

1. How to say “I’m sorry”

1. Don’t find fault, Find a remedy; Anybody can 
complain

1. When everything else fails



To equip and assist
Christians and their 
churches to respond 
to conflict biblically

peacemaker.net



The Slippery Slope of Conflict



The Slippery Slope of Conflict

1. Escape
2.  Attack

3. Make 
Peace



Personal Peacemaking Responses

1. Overlook an offense
2. Reconciliation
3. Negotiation

Assisted Peacemaking Responses

1. Mediation
2. Arbitration

3. Accountability



Have you been reconciled to God?

Are you committed to peacemaking?



The cross-filled life of the Christian

Romans 12:17-21
17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do 

what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, 
as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 
19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room 
for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I 
will repay,” says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: “If your 

enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 
something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning 

coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good.



The cross-filled life of the Christian

1 Peter 3:9
9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the 

contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you 
were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 



1st “G”: Glorify God



1st “G”: Glorify God

1 Corinthians 10:31
So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all 

to the glory of God. 



1st “G”: Glorify God

Matthew 18:15-17, 20
15 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their 
fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, 
you have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen, 
take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may 

be established by the testimony of two or three 
witnesses.’ 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the 
church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, 
treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector…

20 For where two or three gather in my name, there am I 
with them.”



1st “G”: Glorify God

Question:

How can I please and honor God in this situation?



1st “G”: Glorify God

Possible responses:

By depending on and drawing attention to God’s 
grace – his undeserved love, mercy, forgiveness, and 

strength



1st “G”: Glorify God

Possible responses:

By depending on and drawing attention to God’s 
grace – his undeserved love, mercy, forgiveness, and 

strength

By remembering that Jesus’ reputation is affected by 
our getting along with others



1st “G”: Glorify God

Possible responses:

By seeing conflict as an opportunity to love others 
that God’s placed in our lives



1st “G”: Glorify God

Possible responses:

By seeing conflict as an opportunity to love others 
that God’s placed in our lives

By cooperating with God as he confronts our sinful 
attitudes/habits and helps us to become more like 

Christ



2nd “G”: Get the log out of your eye



2nd “G”: Get the log out of your eye

Matthew 7:1-5
1 “Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with the 

judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with 
the measure you use it will be measured to you. 3 Why 

do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do 
not notice the log that is in your own eye? 4 Or how can 

you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of 
your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? 5 You 

hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and 
then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your 

brother's eye.



2nd “G”: Get the log out of your eye



2nd “G”: Get the log out of your eye

Jamie - All I want you to do is admit that you were 
wrong 

Paul - Listen, I may have been few minutes too 
impulsive 

Jamie - No no no, that's not it 

Paul - It's not impossible that judgment was impaired 
by enthusiasm... 



2nd “G”: Get the log out of your eye

Jamie - Can't you just say you were wrong? 

Paul - I am saying, this is not most right I've ever been 

Jamie - You are pathetic! 



2nd “G”: Get the log out of your eye



2nd “G”: Get the log out of your eye

Question:

How can I show Jesus’ work in me by taking 
responsibility for my contribution to this conflict?



2nd “G”: Get the log out of your eye

Possible responses:

By determining whether this is something truly worth 
fighting over



2nd “G”: Get the log out of your eye

Possible responses:

By determining whether this is something truly worth 
fighting over

By identifying unmet expectations or desires that 
have contributed to this conflict



2nd “G”: Get the log out of your eye

Possible responses:

By determining whether this is something truly worth 
fighting over

By identifying unmet expectations or desires that 
have contributed to this conflict

By asking God to reveal our sin, seeking his 
forgiveness and help, so that we can turn from it



3rd “G”: Gently restore



3rd “G”: Gently restore

Galatians 6:1
Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you 

who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. 
But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted.



3rd “G”: Gently restore



3rd “G”: Gently restore

Question:

How can I lovingly serve others by helping them take 
responsibility for their contribution to this conflict?



3rd “G”: Gently restore

Possible responses: 

By considering the most effective way to approach 
them, leading with personal confession



3rd “G”: Gently restore

Possible responses: 

By considering the most effective way to approach 
them, leading with personal confession

By showing their fault with kindness, listening 
patiently, making charitable judgments, 

communicating clearly, offering solutions, and 
recognizing limits



3rd “G”: Gently restore

Possible responses: 

By considering the most effective way to approach 
them, leading with personal confession

By showing their fault with kindness, listening 
patiently, making charitable judgments, 

communicating clearly, offering solutions, and 
recognizing limits

By seeking additional help from other more 
(spiritually) mature advisors



4th “G”: Go and be reconciled



4th “G”: Go and be reconciled

Matthew 5:23-24
23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar 

and there remember that your brother or sister has 
something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front 

of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then 
come and offer your gift.



4th “G”: Go and be reconciled

Colossians 3:13
13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of 

you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the 
Lord forgave you. 



4th “G”: Go and be reconciled

Question:

How can I demonstrate the forgiveness of God and 
encourage a reasonable solution to this conflict?



4th “G”: Go and be reconciled

Possible responses:

By forgiving them – promising not to dwell on this, 
bring it up, use it against them, talk with others, or let 

it hinder the relationship



4th “G”: Go and be reconciled

Possible responses:

By forgiving them – promising not to dwell on this, 
bring it up, use it against them, talk with others, or let 

it hinder the relationship

By renouncing desires to punish the other, make them 
earn forgiveness, or demand guarantees to never be 

wronged again



4th “G”: Go and be reconciled

Possible responses:

By forgiving them – promising not to dwell on this, 
bring it up, use it against them, talk with others, or let 

it hinder the relationship

By renouncing desires to punish the other, make them 
earn forgiveness, or demand guarantees to never be 

wronged again

By choosing to build a stronger relationship with the 
other person as God permits



Gospel Application
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