
Genesis 1:26-27
26

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, 
and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, 
over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures 
that move along the ground.”  

27
So God created man in his 

own image, in the image of God he created him; male and 
female he created them.

Genesis 2:4-7, 18-25
4
This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were 
created.  When the LORD God made the earth and the heavens— 

5
and no shrub of the field had yet appeared on the earth and no 

plant of the field had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had 
not sent rain on the earth and there was no man to work the 
ground, 

6
but streams came up from the earth and watered 

the whole surface of the ground— 
7
the LORD God formed 

the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living 

being.  
18

The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to 
be alone.  I will make a helper suitable for him.”  

19
Now the 

LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the 
field and all the birds of the air.  He brought them to the man to 

see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each 
living creature, that was its name.  

20
So the man gave names to all the 

livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field.  But for 
Adam no suitable helper was found.  

21
So the LORD God caused the 

man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one 
of the man’s ribs and closed up the place with flesh.  

22
Then the 

LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the 
man, and he brought her to the man.  

23
The man said,“This is 

now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be 
called ‘woman’, for she was taken out of man.” 

24
For this 

reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united 
to his wife, and they will become one flesh.  

25
The man and his 

wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.

Genesis 3:16b
Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.”

Matthew 19:4-6
4“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator 

‘made them male and female,’ 5and said, ‘For this reason a man 
will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and 
the two will become one flesh’?  6So they are no longer two, 
but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man 
not separate.” 

Galatians 3:36-28
26You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27for all of 

you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ.  28There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor 

female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  29If you belong to 
Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 

promise.

 1 Corinthians 11:3-12
3Now I want you to realize that the head of every man is Christ, 
and the head of the woman is man, and the head of Christ is God.  
4Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered 
dishonors his head.  5And every woman who prays or prophesies 

with her head uncovered dishonors her head—it is just as though 
her head were shaved.  6If a woman does not cover her head, she 

should have her hair cut off; and if it is a disgrace for a woman to 
have her hair cut or shaved off, she should cover her head.  7A man 

ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God; 
but the woman is the glory of man.  8For man did not come from 
woman, but woman from man; 9neither was man created for woman, 

but woman for man.  10For this reason, and because of the angels, the 
woman ought to have a sign of authority on her head. 11In the Lord, 
however, woman is not independent of man, nor is man independent 
of woman.  12For as woman came from man, so also man is born of 

woman.  But everything comes from God.

Ephesians 5:22-33  and 1 Peter 3:1-7
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- Sheet rock: Thursday through Monday
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Gospel Sexuality

God created sex 
to be received as a gift

and experienced at his direction
for ever-increasing intimacy and benefit.

AS AN ILLUSTRATION OF HIS 
RELATIONSHIP WITH US



Big Question for this series as we study 
Gospel Sexuality:

What difference does the
Gospel of Jesus Christ make to

those who follow him in
every area of life,

including sexuality?



This week’s Big Question:

What is up with men and women?
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Messages we hear about being a man or 
being a woman

Tough
“Big Boys don’t cry”

Conqueror
Men get what they want

Accomplisher
The one who dies with the most toys…

User
It’s okay for men to be selfish, lazy 
pigs
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Messages we hear about being a man or 
being a woman

Boy Toys
Women exist to please men

Equal to men
Anything you can do…

Second Class citizens
Only value is giving birth



Created as Male and Female

Genesis 1:26-27
26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our 

likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and 
the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, 
and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”  
27So God created man in his own image, in the image of 
God he created him; male and female he created them.
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Observations

“Let us make man in our image…”
God creates community since he exists eternally in 

community in the Trinity

Something about maleness and femaleness completes 
the image of God in our humanity



How it happened!

Genesis 2:4-7, 18-25
4This is the account of the heavens and the earth when 

they were created.  When the LORD God made the earth 
and the heavens— 5and no shrub of the field had yet 

appeared on the earth and no plant of the field had yet 
sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent rain on the 
earth and there was no man to work the ground, 6but 

streams came up from the earth and watered the whole 
surface of the ground— 7the LORD God formed the man 

from the dust of the ground and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and the man

became a living being.



How it happened!

Genesis 2:4-7, 18-25
18The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be 

alone.  I will make a helper suitable for him.”
19Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all 

the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air.  He 
brought them to the man to see what he would name 

them; and whatever the man called each living creature, 
that was its name.  20So the man gave names to all the 
livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the 
field.  But for Adam no suitable helper was found.



How it happened!

Genesis 2:4-7, 18-25
21So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep 
sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the 

man’s ribs and closed up the place with flesh.  22Then the 
LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken 
out of the man, and he brought her to the man.  23The 

man said,

“This is now bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman’,

for she was taken out of man.”



How it happened!

Genesis 2:4-7, 18-25
24For this reason a man will leave his father and mother 

and be united to his wife, and they will become one 
flesh.  25The man and his wife were both naked, and they 

felt no shame.
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Observations

Adam:
Relationship with God

Responsibility in the context of Relationship

Eve:
Relationship with God

Relationship in the context of Responsibility



“Boys tend to play outside, in large 
groups that are hierarchically 

structured.  Their groups have a 
leader who tells others what to do 
and how to do it and resists doing 
what others boys propose.  It is by 

giving orders and making them stick 
that high status is negotiated.  Boys’ 
games have winners and losers and 

elaborate systems of rules that are 
frequently the subjects of arguments.”



“Girls, on the other hand, play in 
small groups or in pairs; the center of 

a girl’s social life is a best friend.  
Within the group, intimacy is key. . . . 
In their most frequent games, such as 

jump rope and hopscotch, everyone 
gets a turn.  Many of their activities 
(such as playing house) do not have 

winners or losers.  Girls don’t usually 
give orders; they express their 

preferences as suggestions, and 
suggestions are likely to be accepted.”

~ Deborah Tannen, You Just Don't Understand: Women and Men in 
Conversation. New York: HarperCollins, 1991, p.43.



Trouble in River City

Genesis 3:16b
“Your desire will be for your husband, 

and he will rule over you.”



Observations



Observations

Nothing is the way it is supposed to be!
Now strife, not complete unity, is the new norm.



Reaffirming what was created

Matthew 19:4-6
4“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning 

the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ 5and said, 
‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother 
and be united to his wife, and the two will become one 
flesh’?  6So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore 
what God has joined together, let man not separate.” 



Observations



Observations

Jesus reaffirms maleness and femaleness
in the New Covenant



Male and Female: One in Christ!

Galatians 3:36-28
26You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 

27for all of you who were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ.  28There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are 
all one in Christ Jesus.  29If you belong to Christ, then 
you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 

promise.



Observations



Observations

There is ABSOLUTELY NO value difference between 
men and women!!



Male and Female: Yet, Still Different

1 Corinthians 11:3-12
3Now I want you to realize that the head of every man is 
Christ, and the head of the woman is man, and the head 
of Christ is God.  4Every man who prays or prophesies 
with his head covered dishonors his head.  5And every 

woman who prays or prophesies with her head 
uncovered dishonors her head…



Male and Female: Yet, Still Different

1 Corinthians 11:3-12
7A man ought not to cover his head, since he is the 

image and glory of God; but the woman is the glory of 
man.  8For man did not come from woman, but woman 

from man; 9neither was man created for woman,
but woman for man…



Male and Female: Yet, Still Different

1 Corinthians 11:3-12
11In the Lord, however, woman is not independent of 

man, nor is man independent of woman.  12For as 
woman came from man, so also man is born of woman.  

But everything comes from God.



Observations



Observations

Men and Women are DIFFERENT
and these differences are to be CELEBRATED



A Reverse Engineering

Ephesians 5:22-33
22Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.  23For 
the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head 
of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior.  24Now 

as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should 
submit to their husbands in everything.

25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the 
church and gave himself up for her 26to make her holy, 
cleansing her by the washing with water through the 

word, 27and to present her to himself as a radiant church, 
without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy 

and blameless.



A Reverse Engineering

Ephesians 5:22-33
28In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives 

as their own bodies.  He who loves his wife loves 
himself.  29After all, no one ever hated his own body, but 
he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church—

30for we are members of his body.  31“For this reason a 
man will leave his father and mother and be united to 

his wife, and the two will become one flesh.”  32 This is a 
profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and 
the church.  33However, each one of you also must love 
his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect 

her husband.
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Observations

Men tend to want respect – significance

Women tend to want love – security

Gender and Marriage ultimately point to a beautiful 
picture of who God is and his love for his people



Beauty and Consideration

1 Peter 3:1-7
1Wives, in the same way be submissive to your 

husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, 
they may be won over without words by the behavior of 
their wives, 2when they see the purity and reverence of 

your lives.  3Your beauty should not come from outward 
adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold 

jewelry and fine clothes.  4Instead, it should be that of 
your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet 

spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight.



Beauty and Consideration

1 Peter 3:1-7
5For this is the way the holy women of the past who put 

their hope in God used to make themselves beautiful. 
They were submissive to their own husbands, 6like 

Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her master.  
You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not 

give way to fear.  7Husbands, in the same way be 
considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them 
with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you 

of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder 
your prayers.
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Women are made for Beauty – YES!!
Eye Candy – NO!!



Observations

Women are made for Beauty – YES!!
Eye Candy – NO!!

Character is where beauty really comes from



Observations

Women are made for Beauty – YES!!
Eye Candy – NO!!

Character is where beauty really comes from

Men are not to use their strength to dominate, but 
deeply minister to women



“Masculinity, I suggest, might 
therefore be thought of as the 

satisfying awareness of the substance 
God as placed within a man’s being 

that can make an enduring 
contribution to God’s purposes in his 
world, and will be deeply valued by 

others, especially his wife, as a 
reliable source of wise, sensitive, 

compassionate, and decisive 
involvement.”



“Femininity, at its core, might 
therefore be thought of as the secure 
awareness of the substance God has 
placed within a woman’s being that 

enables her to confidently and warmly 
invite others into relationship with 
God and with herself, knowing that 

there is something in each relationship 
to be wonderfully enjoyed.’

~ Larry Crabb, Men and Woman, Enjoying the Difference (Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1991), page160, 163.
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Gospel Application

Do you thank God for the gender he made you?

Do you appreciate / celebrate the opposite 
gender and see it as an expression of the

gospel of grace?
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