
2 Corinthians 13:1-14
1This will be my third visit to you. “Every matter must 

be established by the testimony of two or three wit-
nesses.”  2I already gave you a warning when I was 
with you the second time. I now repeat it while ab-
sent: On my return I will not spare those who sinned 

earlier or any of the others, 3since you are demanding 
proof that Christ is speaking through me.  He is not weak 

in dealing with you, but is powerful among you.  4For to be 
sure, he was crucified in weakness, yet he lives by God’s 

power.  Likewise, we are weak in him, yet by God’s 
power we will live with him to serve you.  5Examine 
yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test 
yourselves.  Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is 
in you—unless, of course, you fail the test?  6And 

 I trust that you will discover that we have not 
failed the test.  7Now we pray to God that you will 

not do anything wrong.  Not that people will see that 
we have stood the test but that you will do what is right 

even though we may seem to have failed.  8For we cannot 
do anything against the truth, but only for the truth.  9We 
are glad whenever we are weak but you are strong; and our 
prayer is for your perfection.  10This is why I write these 

things when I am absent, that when I come I may not 
have to be harsh in my use of authority—the authority 

the Lord gave me for building you up, not for tear-
ing you down.  11Finally, brothers, good-by. Aim for 
perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one mind, live 
in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with 
you.  12Greet one another with a holy kiss.  13All the 

saints send their greetings.  14May the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Deuteronomy 19:5
One witness is not enough to convict a man accused 

of any crime or offense he may have committed. A 
matter must be established by the testimony of two 
or three witnesses.

Matthew 18:15-17
15“If your brother sins against you, go and show him his 

fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you 
have won your brother over.  16But if he will not listen, take 

one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be 
established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’  

17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; 
and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat 
him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.

John 3:16-18
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one 

and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.  17For God did not send his 

Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save 
the world through him.  18Whoever believes in him is 

not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 
condemned already because he has not believed in the 

name of God’s one and only Son.”

John 5:24, 1 John 5:11-13, Revelation 2:1-5
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Where is God when life falls apart?

2 Corinthians 1:3-4
3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all 

comfort, 4who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we 
can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we 

ourselves have received from God.





2 Corinthians 1:12-24
23I call God as my witness that it was in order to spare 

you that I did not return to Corinth.  24Not that we lord it 
over your faith, but we work with you for your joy, 

because it is by faith you stand firm.
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2 Corinthians 3:1-6
4Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before 

God.  5Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim 
anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from 
God.  6He has made us competent as ministers of a new 
covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter 

kills, but the Spirit gives life.





2 Corinthians 4:7-12
7But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that 

this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.  
8We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; 

perplexed, but not in despair; 9persecuted, but not 
abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.



2 Corinthians 4:3-6
5For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as 
Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.  

6For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,”
made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 







2 Corinthians 5:11-15
14For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced 

that one died for all, and therefore all died.  15And he 
died for all, that those who live should no longer live for 

themselves but for him who died for them and was 
raised again.



NEW Mini-Series



2 Corinthians 9:6-10

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, 

so that you through his poverty might become 
rich…6Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will 

also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 
also reap generously.  7Each man should give what he 

has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  8And God 
is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all 
things at all times, having all that you need, you will 

abound in every good work.





2 Corinthians 10:7-11
8For even if I boast somewhat freely about the authority 
the Lord gave us for building you up rather than pulling 

you down, I will not be ashamed of it.
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Last week’s Message:

1when you are in pain
2who are a pain!



2 Corinthians 12:20-21
20For I am afraid that when I come I may not find you as 
I want you to be, and you may not find me as you want 
me to be.  I fear that there may be quarreling, jealousy, 
outbursts of anger, factions, slander, gossip, arrogance 
and disorder.  21I am afraid that when I come again my 
God will humble me before you, and I will be grieved 

over many who have sinned earlier and have not 
repented of the impurity, sexual sin and debauchery in 

which they have indulged. 
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2 Corinthians 13:1-14
1This will be my third visit to you. “Every matter must 

be established by the testimony of two or three 
witnesses.” 2I already gave you a warning when I was 
with you the second time. I now repeat it while absent: 
On my return I will not spare those who sinned earlier 
or any of the others, 3since you are demanding proof 

that Christ is speaking through me.  He is not weak in 
dealing with you, but is powerful among you.  4For to be 
sure, he was crucified in weakness, yet he lives by God’s 

power.  Likewise, we are weak in him, yet by God’s 
power we will live with him to serve you.



2 Corinthians 13:1-14
5Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; 
test yourselves.  Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in 

you—unless, of course, you fail the test?  6And I trust 
that you will discover that we have not failed the test.



2 Corinthians 13:1-14
7Now we pray to God that you will not do anything 

wrong.  Not that people will see that we have stood the 
test but that you will do what is right even though we 
may seem to have failed.  8For we cannot do anything 
against the truth, but only for the truth.  9We are glad 
whenever we are weak but you are strong; and our 

prayer is for your perfection.  10This is why I write these 
things when I am absent, that when I come I may not 

have to be harsh in my use of authority—the authority 
the Lord gave me for building you up,

not for tearing you down.



2 Corinthians 13:1-14
11Finally, brothers, good-by. Aim for perfection, listen to 
my appeal, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of 

love and peace will be with you.  12Greet one another 
with a holy kiss.  13All the saints send their greetings.  

14May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit

be with you all.
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Deuteronomy 19:5
One witness is not enough to convict a man accused of 
any crime or offense he may have committed. A matter 

must be established by the testimony of two or three 
witnesses.



2 Corinthians 13:1-14
1This will be my third visit to you. “Every matter must 

be established by the testimony of two or three 
witnesses.” 2I already gave you a warning when I was 
with you the second time. I now repeat it while absent: 
On my return I will not spare those who sinned earlier 
or any of the others, 3since you are demanding proof 

that Christ is speaking through me.  He is not weak in 
dealing with you, but is powerful among you.  4For to be 
sure, he was crucified in weakness, yet he lives by God’s 

power.  Likewise, we are weak in him, yet by God’s 
power we will live with him to serve you.
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Matthew 18:15-17
15“If your brother sins against you, go and show him his 

fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, 
you have won your brother over.  16But if he will not 

listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter 
may be established by the testimony of two or three 

witnesses.’  17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, 

treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.



2 Corinthians 13:1-14
1This will be my third visit to you. “Every matter must 

be established by the testimony of two or three 
witnesses.” 2I already gave you a warning when I was 
with you the second time. I now repeat it while absent: 
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that Christ is speaking through me.  He is not weak in 
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I’ll be back – To collect
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2 Corinthians 13:1-14
5Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; 
test yourselves.  Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in 

you—unless, of course, you fail the test?  6And I trust 
that you will discover that we have not failed the test.

I’ll be back – To collect
the take-home exams!



The Exam for
The UNCHURCHED



John 3:16-18
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 

but have eternal life.  17For God did not send his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 

through him.  18Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 

condemned already because he has not believed in the 
name of God’s one and only Son.”

The Exam for
The UNCHURCHED



The Exam for
The DECHURCHED



John 5:24
I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes 

him who sent me has eternal life and will not be 
condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.

The Exam for
The DECHURCHED



The Exam for
The OVERCHURCHED



1 John 5:11-13
11And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son.  12He who has the Son has life; 
he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.  
13I write these things to you who believe in the name of 

the Son of God so that you may know
that you have eternal life.

The Exam for
The OVERCHURCHED



The Exam for
The OVERCHURCHED

Two Ways to reject God
Luke 15:11-31
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The Exam for
The ARDENT FOLLOWER



Revelation 2:1-5
“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: 

These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in 
his right hand and walks among the seven golden 

lampstands:  2I know your deeds, your hard work and 
your perseverance.  I know that you cannot tolerate 

wicked men, that you have tested those who claim to be 
apostles but are not, and have found them false.  3You 
have persevered and have endured hardships for my 

name, and have not grown weary.

The Exam for
The ARDENT FOLLOWER



Revelation 2:1-5
‘4Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your 

first love.  5Remember the height from which you have 
fallen!  Repent and do the things you did at first. If you 

do not repent, I will come to you and remove your 
lampstand from its place.”

The Exam for
The ARDENT FOLLOWER
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2 Corinthians 13:1-14
7Now we pray to God that you will not do anything 

wrong.  Not that people will see that we have stood the 
test but that you will do what is right even though we 
may seem to have failed.  8For we cannot do anything 
against the truth, but only for the truth.  9We are glad 
whenever we are weak but you are strong; and our 

prayer is for your perfection.  10This is why I write these 
things when I am absent, that when I come I may not 

have to be harsh in my use of authority—the authority 
the Lord gave me for building you up,
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I’ll be back – So remember everything I 
wrote to you!

I’m Paul.  I’m out.



2 Corinthians 13:1-14
11Finally, brothers, good-by. Aim for perfection, listen to 
my appeal, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of 

love and peace will be with you.  12Greet one another 
with a holy kiss.  13All the saints send their greetings.  

14May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit

be with you all.

I’ll be back – So remember everything I 
wrote to you!
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Gospel Application

Is there something you need to repent of?

How’s the test going?
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