
2 Corinthians 12:11-21
11I have made a fool of myself, but you drove me to it.  I ought to 

have been commended by you, for I am not in the least inferior 
to the “super-apostles,” even though I am nothing.  12The 
things that mark an apostle—signs, wonders and miracles—
were done among you with great perseverance.  13How were 
you inferior to the other churches, except that I was never a 

burden to you?  Forgive me this wrong!  14Now I am ready to 
visit you for the third time, and I will not be a burden to you, be-

cause what I want is not your possessions but you.  After all, children 
should not have to save up for their parents, but parents for their 

children.  15So I will very gladly spend for you everything I have 
and expend myself as well.  If I love you more, will you love 

me less?  16Be that as it may, I have not been a burden to you.  
Yet, crafty fellow that I am, I caught you by trickery!  17Did I 
exploit you through any of the men I sent you?  18I urged Ti-
tus to go to you and I sent our brother with him.  Titus did 
not exploit you, did he?  Did we not act in the same spirit 

and follow the same course?  19Have you been thinking all 
along that we have been defending ourselves to you?  We 

have been speaking in the sight of God as those in Christ; and 
everything we do, dear friends, is for your strengthening.  20For I 

am afraid that when I come I may not find you as I want you to be, 
and you may not find me as you want me to be.  I fear that there may 

be quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, factions, slander, gossip, 
arrogance and disorder.  21I am afraid that when I come again my God 

will humble me before you, and I will be grieved over many who 
have sinned earlier and have not repented of the impurity, sexual 

sin and debauchery in which they have indulged.

 2 Corinthians 11:19-20
19You gladly put up with fools since you are so wise!  20In fact, 
you even put up with anyone who enslaves you or exploits 
you or takes advantage of you or pushes himself forward or 

slaps you in the face.

1 Corinthians 9:1-2
1Am I not free?  Am I not an apostle?  Have I not seen Jesus our 
Lord?  Are you not the result of my work in the Lord?  2Even though 

 I may not be an apostle to others, surely I am to you!  For 
you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.

 1 Corinthians 15:7-10
7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8and last 
of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.  

9For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to 
be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  

10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was 
not without effect.  No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, 

but the grace of God that was with me.

1 Corinthians 3:5-9
5What, after all, is Apollos?  And what is Paul?  Only servants, 

through whom you came to believe—as the Lord has assigned 
to each his task.  6I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but 
God made it grow.  7So neither he who plants nor he who 
waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.  
8The man who plants and the man who waters have one 
purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own 
labor.  9For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, 

God’s building.

 2 Corinthians 11:3-5
3But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s 

cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your 
sincere and pure devotion to Christ.  4For if someone comes to 
you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or 

if you receive a different spirit from the one you received, or a 
different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it 
easily enough.  5But I do not think I am in the least inferior to those 

“super-apostles.”
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2 Corinthians 12:7
7To keep me from becoming conceited because of these 

surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a 
thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 

God’s answer to keeping Paul 
grounded



2 Corinthians 12:8
8Three times I pleaded with the Lord

to take it away from me. 

Paul’s plea to take it away



2 Corinthians 12:9a
9But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you,

for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 

God’s reply



2 Corinthians 12:9b-10
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my 
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.  

10That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, 
in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties.  

For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

Paul’s contentment with his
deep struggles
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2 Corinthians 12:11-21
11I have made a fool of myself, but you drove me to it.  I 
ought to have been commended by you, for I am not in 
the least inferior to the “super-apostles,” even though I 
am nothing.  12The things that mark an apostle—signs, 

wonders and miracles—were done among you with 
great perseverance.  13How were you inferior to the 

other churches, except that I was never a burden to you?  
Forgive me this wrong!



2 Corinthians 12:11-21
14Now I am ready to visit you for the third time, and I 
will not be a burden to you, because what I want is not 

your possessions but you.  After all, children should not 
have to save up for their parents, but parents for their 

children.  15So I will very gladly spend for you 
everything I have and expend myself as well.  If I love 
you more, will you love me less?  16Be that as it may, I 

have not been a burden to you.  Yet, crafty fellow that I 
am, I caught you by trickery!  17Did I exploit you 

through any of the men I sent you?  18I urged Titus to go 
to you and I sent our brother with him.  Titus did not 
exploit you, did he?  Did we not act in the same spirit 

and follow the same course?



2 Corinthians 12:11-21
19Have you been thinking all along that we have been 

defending ourselves to you?  We have been speaking in 
the sight of God as those in Christ; and everything we 

do, dear friends, is for your strengthening.



2 Corinthians 12:11-21
20For I am afraid that when I come I may not find you as 
I want you to be, and you may not find me as you want 
me to be.  I fear that there may be quarreling, jealousy, 
outbursts of anger, factions, slander, gossip, arrogance 
and disorder.  21I am afraid that when I come again my 
God will humble me before you, and I will be grieved 

over many who have sinned earlier and have not 
repented of the impurity, sexual sin and debauchery in 

which they have indulged. 
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Snapshot #1 - Mutiny



2 Corinthians 12:11-21
11I have made a fool of myself, but you drove me to it.  I 
ought to have been commended by you, for I am not in 
the least inferior to the “super-apostles,” even though I 
am nothing.  12The things that mark an apostle—signs, 

wonders and miracles—were done among you with 
great perseverance.  13How were you inferior to the 

other churches, except that I was never a burden to you?  
Forgive me this wrong!
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19You gladly put up with fools since you are so wise!  

20In fact, you even put up with anyone who enslaves you 
or exploits you or takes advantage of you or pushes 

himself forward or slaps you in the face.
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the least inferior to the “super-apostles,” even though I 
am nothing.  12The things that mark an apostle—signs, 

wonders and miracles—were done among you with 
great perseverance.  13How were you inferior to the 

other churches, except that I was never a burden to you?  
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1 Corinthians 9:1-2
1Am I not free?  Am I not an apostle?  Have I not seen 
Jesus our Lord?  Are you not the result of my work in 

the Lord?  2Even though I may not be an apostle to 
others, surely I am to you!  For you are the seal of my 

apostleship in the Lord.



1 Corinthians 15:7-10
7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 
8and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one 

abnormally born.  9For I am the least of the apostles and 
do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I 

persecuted the church of God.  10But by the grace of God 
I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without 

effect.  No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, 
but the grace of God that was with me.



1 Corinthians 3:5-9
5What, after all, is Apollos?  And what is Paul?  Only 
servants, through whom you came to believe—as the 

Lord has assigned to each his task.  6I planted the seed, 
Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.  7So neither 
he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only 

God, who makes things grow.  8The man who plants and 
the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be 
rewarded according to his own labor.  9For we are God’s 

fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.



The Pain in Paul:
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The Pain in Paul:
Rejection
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The Pain in Paul:
Rejection

The Pain from the Corinthians:

Snapshot #1 - Mutiny



The Pain in Paul:
Rejection

The Pain from the Corinthians:
Betrayal
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Snapshot #2 - Ungratefulness



2 Corinthians 12:11-21
14Now I am ready to visit you for the third time, and I 
will not be a burden to you, because what I want is not 

your possessions but you.  After all, children should not 
have to save up for their parents, but parents for their 

children.  15So I will very gladly spend for you 
everything I have and expend myself as well.  If I love 
you more, will you love me less?  16Be that as it may, I 

have not been a burden to you.  Yet, crafty fellow that I 
am, I caught you by trickery!  17Did I exploit you 

through any of the men I sent you?  18I urged Titus to go 
to you and I sent our brother with him.  Titus did not 
exploit you, did he?  Did we not act in the same spirit 

and follow the same course?

Snapshot #2 - Ungratefulness



“He has described his relationship to them as the father 
who cares for them (1 Cor 4:14) and who begot them (1 

Cor 4:15; see Phlm 10). He brought them the gospel 
(10:14); arranged their marriage to Christ (11:2); exalted 
them at his own expense (11:7); loved them faithfully, as 
God can attest (11:11); sacrificed himself for them (12:15, 
poured himself out for them); devoted himself to their 
upbuilding (12:19; 13:10); and, like any good parent, 

pointed out their faults and reprimanded them (12:20).”

~ David Garland, 2 Corinthians. page 532



1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
16Be joyful always;
17pray continually;

18give thanks in all circumstances,
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
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The Pain in Paul:
Taken for Granted

The Pain from the Corinthians:



Snapshot #2 - Ungratefulness

The Pain in Paul:
Taken for Granted

The Pain from the Corinthians:
Selfishness



Snapshot #3 - Accusation



2 Corinthians 12:11-21
19Have you been thinking all along that we have been 

defending ourselves to you?  We have been speaking in 
the sight of God as those in Christ; and everything we 

do, dear friends, is for your strengthening.

Snapshot #3 - Accusation



1 Corinthians 4:2-4
2Now it is required that those who have been given a 

trust must prove faithful.  3I care very little if I am 
judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not 

even judge myself.  4My conscience is clear, but that does 
not make me innocent.  It is the Lord who judges me.
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The Pain in Paul:
Aloneness
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The Pain in Paul:
Aloneness

The Pain from the Corinthians:
Self-Righteousness
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2 Corinthians 12:11-21
20For I am afraid that when I come I may not find you as 
I want you to be, and you may not find me as you want 
me to be.  I fear that there may be quarreling, jealousy, 
outbursts of anger, factions, slander, gossip, arrogance 
and disorder.  21I am afraid that when I come again my 
God will humble me before you, and I will be grieved 

over many who have sinned earlier and have not 
repented of the impurity, sexual sin and debauchery in 

which they have indulged. 
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2 Corinthians 12:11-21
20For I am afraid that when I come I may not find you as 
I want you to be, and you may not find me as you want 
me to be.  I fear that there may be quarreling, jealousy, 
outbursts of anger, factions, slander, gossip, arrogance 
and disorder.  21I am afraid that when I come again my 
God will humble me before you, and I will be grieved 

over many who have sinned earlier and have not 
repented of the impurity, sexual sin and debauchery in 

which they have indulged. 
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2 Corinthians 11:3-5
3But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the 
serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow be led 
astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ.  

4For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other 
than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different 
spirit from the one you received, or a different gospel 
from the one you accepted, you put up with it easily 

enough.  5But I do not think I am in the least inferior to 
those “super-apostles.”
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20For I am afraid that when I come I may not find you as 
I want you to be, and you may not find me as you want 
me to be.  I fear that there may be quarreling, jealousy, 
outbursts of anger, factions, slander, gossip, arrogance 
and disorder.  21I am afraid that when I come again my 
God will humble me before you, and I will be grieved 

over many who have sinned earlier and have not 
repented of the impurity, sexual sin and debauchery in 

which they have indulged. 

Snapshot #4 – Fear and Grief



Snapshot #4 – Fear of Failure

The Pain in Paul:



Snapshot #4 – Fear of Failure

The Pain in Paul:
Spent



Snapshot #4 – Fear of Failure
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Spent
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Snapshot #4 – Fear of Failure

The Pain in Paul:
Spent

The Pain from the Corinthians:
Licentiousness



2 Corinthians 12:9b-10
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my 
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.  

10That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, 
in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties.  

For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

Paul’s contentment with his
deep struggles
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Gospel Application

Do you identify with Paul?



Gospel Application

Do you identify with Paul?

Rejected
Taken for granted

Alone
Spent



Gospel Application

Do you identify with the Corinthians?



Gospel Application

Do you identify with the Corinthians?

Betrayal
Selfish

Self-Righteous
Licentious
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