
2 Corinthians 11:5-15
5 Indeed, I consider that I am not in the least 

inferior to these super-apostles. 6  Even if 
I am unskilled in speaking, I am not so in 
knowledge; indeed, in every way we have 

made this plain to you in all things.
7 Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself so 
that you might be exalted, because I preached 

God’s gospel to you free of charge? 8 I robbed 
other churches by accepting support from 
them in order to serve you. 9 And when 
I was with you and was in need, I did 
not burden anyone, for the brothers who 

came from Macedonia supplied my need. 
So I refrained and will refrain from burden-

ing you in any way. 10  As the truth of Christ is 
in me, this boasting of mine will not be silenced 
in the regions of Achaia. 11 And why? Because I 
do not love you? God knows I do! 12 And what 

I am doing I will continue to do, in order to 
undermine the claim of those who would 
like to claim that in their boasted mission 
they work on the same terms as we do. 13 
For such men are false apostles, deceitful 
workmen, disguising themselves as apostles 

of Christ. 14 And no wonder, for even Satan 
disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is 
no surprise if his servants, also, disguise them-

selves as servants of righteousness. Their end 
will correspond to their deeds.

1 Corinthians 9:1-6
1Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have 

I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are not you my 
workmanship in the Lord? 2If to others I am 

not an apostle, at least I am to you, for you are 
the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. 3This is 

my defense to those who would examine me. 
4Do we not have the right to eat and drink? 
5Do we not have the right to take along a 
believing wife, as do the other apostles and 
the brothers of the Lord and Cephas? 6Or is 
it only Barnabas and I who have no right to 
refrain from working for a living? 

1 Corinthians 9:15
But I have made no use of any of these rights, 
nor am I writing these things to secure any such 
provision. For I would rather die than have any-
one deprive me of my ground for boasting.

Introduction - The Four “Currents” of Hope

Sermon Series: A Study of 2 Corinthians

The Main Players: Paul, the Corinthians, and the 
“Super Apostles”

Mini Series: Real/Fake Authority
Today’s Message: 
“I Yam What I Yam”
2 Corinthians 11:5-15

Quick recap:
Build up. Don’t tear down.•	
Boast in the Lord.•	

Last week: Accepting other Jesuses

BIG QUESTION: 
Who are you giving spiritual authority to 

in your life?

“I’m not inferior.”
2 Corinthians 11:5

“Even if...”
2 Corinthians 11:6

What’s Paul’s aim for the Corinthians in his 
preaching?

1 Corinthians 2:4, 13-14

Back to that whole part about the thing of not 
taking money from you guys
2 Corinthians 11:7-9

1 Corinthians 9:1-15

“I Yam What I Yam!”
2 Corinthians 11:10-12

Who are we truly dealing with here?
2 Corinthians 11:13-15

Questions for personal reflection:
Are you personally more drawn to presentation •	
than the content of what is being presented?
Is there any area where you need to further •	
resolve to hold the course, even amidst op-
position?
Who are you giving spiritual authority to in •	
your life?

Gospel Application
If it’s not ultimately Jesus, are you willing to •	
turn from these other things to him?

Conclusion

Message Notes Scripture Passages
(taken from the English Standard Version)“I Yam What I Yam”

























2 Corinthians 10:8
8For even if I boast somewhat freely about the authority 
the Lord gave us for building you up rather than pulling 

you down, I will not be ashamed of it.

Legit spiritual authority

2 Corinthians 10:17
17“Let the one who boasts, 

boast in the Lord.”



Last week’s message:
Accepting Other Jesuses



Last week’s message:
“…betrothed to one husband…”



Last week’s message:
“…as the serpent deceived Eve…”



Last week’s message:
“…led astray…”



Last week’s message:
“…you put up with it…”



BIG QUESTION
Who are you giving spiritual authority 

to in your life?



This week’s 
message:

I Yam what 
I Yam!



2 Corinthians 11:5-15
5 Indeed, I consider that I am not in the least inferior to 

these super-apostles. 6Even if I am unskilled in 
speaking, I am not so in knowledge; indeed, in every 

way we have made this plain to you in all things.



2 Corinthians 11:5-15
7Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself so that you 
might be exalted, because I preached God's gospel to 

you free of charge? 8I robbed other churches by 
accepting support from them in order to serve you. 

9And when I was with you and was in need, I did not 
burden anyone, for the brothers who came from 

Macedonia supplied my need. So I refrained and will 
refrain from burdening you in any way. 



2 Corinthians 11:5-15
10As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting of mine 

will not be silenced in the regions of Achaia. 11And 
why? Because I do not love you? God knows I do!

12And what I am doing I will continue to do, in order 
to undermine the claim of those who would like to 

claim that in their boasted mission they work on the 
same terms as we do. 



2 Corinthians 11:5-15
13For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, 
disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14And no 
wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel 

of light. 15So it is no surprise if his servants, also, 
disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their 

end will correspond to their deeds.



2 Corinthians 11:5-15
5 Indeed, I consider that I am not in the least inferior to 

these super-apostles. 6Even if I am unskilled in 
speaking, I am not so in knowledge; indeed, in every 

way we have made this plain to you in all things.

“I am not inferior…”



2 Corinthians 11:5-15
5 Indeed, I consider that I am not in the least inferior to 

these super-apostles. 6Even if I am unskilled in 
speaking, I am not so in knowledge; indeed, in every 

way we have made this plain to you in all things.

“Even if…”



1 Corinthians 2:1-5
1And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come 
proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty 
speech or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing 
among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 
3And I was with you in weakness and in fear and 
much trembling, 4and my speech and my message 

were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5so that your 

faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the 
power of God.

What was Paul’s aim in preaching?



Attention
ê

Comprehension
ê

Yielding
ê

Retention
ê

Action

The aim of rhetoric
ñ



1 Corinthians 2:13
This is what we speak, not in words taught us by 
human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, 

expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.

What was Paul’s aim in preaching?



2 Corinthians 11:5-15
7Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself so that you 
might be exalted, because I preached God's gospel to 

you free of charge? 8I robbed other churches by 
accepting support from them in order to serve you. 

9And when I was with you and was in need, I did not 
burden anyone, for the brothers who came from 

Macedonia supplied my need. So I refrained and will 
refrain from burdening you in any way. 

“Back to that whole part about the 
thing of not taking $$$ from you”



1 Corinthians 9:1-6
1Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen 
Jesus our Lord? Are not you my workmanship in the 
Lord? 2If to others I am not an apostle, at least I am to 

you, for you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.

3This is my defense to those who would examine me. 

4Do we not have the right to eat and drink? 5Do we not 
have the right to take along a believing wife, as do the 

other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and 
Cephas? 6Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no 

right to refrain from working for a living? 

Paul’s rights as an apostle



SUMMARY: Paul’s rights as an apostle



• Eat and drink
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• Eat and drink

• Take a wife

SUMMARY: Paul’s rights as an apostle



• Eat and drink

• Take a wife

• Refrain from working for a living

SUMMARY: Paul’s rights as an apostle



• Eat and drink

• Take a wife

• Refrain from working for a living

è Make a living through preaching the Gospel

SUMMARY: Paul’s rights as an apostle



1 Corinthians 9:14-15
14The Lord commanded that those who proclaim the 

gospel should get their living by the gospel. 

15But I have made no use of any of these rights, nor am 
I writing these things to secure any such provision. For 
I would rather die than have anyone deprive me of my 

ground for boasting.

Paul’s rights as an apostle



2 Corinthians 11:5-15
10As the truth of Christ is in 

me, this boasting of mine will 
not be silenced in the regions 

of Achaia. 11And why? 
Because I do not love you? 

God knows I do!
12And what I am doing I will 

continue to do, in order to 
undermine the claim of those 
who would like to claim that 
in their boasted mission they 

work on the same terms as we 
do. 

“I Yam What I Yam!”



2 Corinthians 11:5-15
10As the truth of Christ is in 

me, this boasting of mine will 
not be silenced in the regions 

of Achaia. 11And why? 
Because I do not love you? 

God knows I do!
12And what I am doing I will 

continue to do, in order to 
undermine the claim of those 
who would like to claim that 
in their boasted mission they 

work on the same terms as we 
do. 

“I Yam What I Yam!”





2 Corinthians 11:5-15
13For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, 
disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14And no 
wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel 

of light. 15So it is no surprise if his servants, also, 
disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their 

end will correspond to their deeds.

Who are we truly dealing with here?



Who are we truly dealing with here?



Questions for personal reflection:
1. Are you personally more drawn to presentation 

than the content of what is being presented?



Questions for personal reflection:
1. Are you personally more drawn to presentation 

than the content of what is being presented?

2. Is there any area where you need to further resolve 
to hold the course, even amidst opposition?



Questions for personal reflection:
1. Are you personally more drawn to presentation 

than the content of what is being presented?

2. Is there any area where you need to further resolve 
to hold the course, even amidst opposition?

3. Who are you giving spiritual authority to 
in your life?



Gospel Application

Do you need to turn back to Jesus
in some area of your life?



Conclusion
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