Message Notes

Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)

Good and Bad Accountability

Introduction - “Four things I know about you...”

1. You are made in the Image of God
2. You are fallen

3. 1f you have trusted Jesus Christ, you are made

new and are BEING renewed
4. Relationships with others are not as they
ought to be

New “Mini-Series” - Authority: Fake or Real?
Accustaions Against Paul

His Counter Accusations

Today’s Message
Weapons of Mass Destruction:

Paul’s Counter Offensive and Ours

Begging by Meekness and Gentleness
1 Corinthians 10:1-2

1 Corinthians 4:14-21

We are at war!
2 Corinthians 10:3

The weapons of mass destruction
2 Corinthians 10:4-6

Four Elements of Ancient Warfare:
Strongholds

High Places

Take Captives for Obedience
Punishing Resistance

What are these weapons of mass destruction here?
Ephesians 6:10-18

Truth

Righteousness

Gospel

Faith

Salvation

Word of God

Prayer

An example of Paul using the weapons:
1 Corinthians 2:1-5

Gospel Application - “How’s the battle going?”

Battles with those who are opposed to Jesus

Battles with your own “strongholds”

2 Corinthians 10:1-6
By the meekness and gentleness of Christ, I appeal to
you—1I, Paul, who am “timid” when face to face with
you, but “bold” when away! ?I beg you that when I
come I may not have to be as bold as I expect to be
toward some people who think that we live by the stan-
dards of this world. For though we live in the world, we|
do not wage war as the world does. ‘The weapons we fight
with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they
have divine power to demolish strongholds. *We demolish
arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against
the knowledge of God, and we take captive every
thought to make it obedient to Christ. *And we will b
ready to punish every act of disobedience, once your
obedience is complete.

1 Corinthians 4:14-21
T am not writing this to shame you, but to warn you, aj
my dear children. ®Even though you have ten thousand
guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in
Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. "*There;
fore I urge you to imitate me. For this reason I am sending to
you Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord.
He will remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which
agrees with what I teach everywhere in every church.
8Some of you have become arrogant, as if I were not
coming to you. “But I will come to you very soon, if th|
Lord is willing, and then I will find out not only how
these arrogant people are talking, but what power they
have. *For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk
but of power. *What do you prefer? Shall I come to youl
with a whip, or in love and with a gentle spirit?

Ephesians 6:10-18
%Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.
Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your
stand against the devil’s schemes. "?For our struggle
is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the powers of this darlJ
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms. “Therefore put on the full armor of
God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be ablg
to stand your ground, and after you have done everything,
to stand. “Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled
around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness
in place, ®and with your feet fitted with the readiness
that comes from the gospel of peace. *In addition to all
this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. "Takg
the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God. ®And pray in the Spirit on
all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying
for all the saints.

1 Corinthians 2:1-5
"When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with elo-
quence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the tes-
timony about God. ?For I resolved to know nothing while I
was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. °I came|
to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. ‘My!
message and my preaching were not with wise and persua-
sive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power,
°so that your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, but oy
God’s power.
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Four things I know about you...

1. Made in the Image of God
2. Fallen

3. If you are a follower of Jesus, being
renewed

4. Relationships with others are NOT the
way they ought to be
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Accusations against Paul:

1. Weak & Cowardly (10:1, 10)
2. Lacks Apostolic Power (12:12)
3. Doesn’t take support (11:7-9)

4. Not Professional Communicator (11:6)
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Paul’s Counter Accusations:

1. Guilty of Comparing/Commending themselves
(10:12)

2. Poaching (10:13-14)
3. Ignorant of Jesus’ Authority (10:12, 17-18)
4. Seduction as Satan toward Eve (11:2-3)
5. Preaching “another” Jesus / Spirit/ Gospel (11:4)
6. Boasting (10:15)

7. Summarizes by calling them:

False Apostles, Deceitful Workers,
Finn1icecariee of Satan (11:13)



This week’s Message:

Weapons of Mass Destruction:
Paul’s Counter-Offensive and Ours
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come [ may not have to be as bold as I expect to be
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“The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the
world. On the contrary, they have divine power to
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knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to

make it obedient to Christ. °And we will be ready to

punish every act of disobedience,

once your obedience is complete.



Begging by Meekness and Gentleness



Begging by Meekness and Gentleness

2 Corinthians 10:1-6
1By the meekness and gentleness of Christ, I appeal to
you—I, Paul, who am “timid” when face to face with
you, but “bold” when away! “I beg you that when I
come [ may not have to be as bold as I expect to be
toward some people who think that we live by the
standards of this world.



1 Corinthians 4:14-21
4] am not writing this to shame you, but to warn you, as my
dear children. Even though you have ten thousand
guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in
Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel.
16Therefore I urge you to imitate me. “For this reason I am
sending to you Timothy, my son whom I love, who is
faithful in the Lord. He will remind you of my way of life in
Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach everywhere in
every church. Some of you have become arrogant, as if I
were not coming to you. PBut I will come to you very soon,
if the Lord is willing, and then I will find out not only how
these arrogant people are talking, but what power they have.
2For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of
power. 2!'What do you prefer? Shall I come to you with a
whip, or in love and with a gentle spirit?
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2 Corinthians 10:1-6

’For though we live in the world,
we do not wage war as the world does.
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How this war is fought:
Weapons of Mass Destruction

2 Corinthians 10:1-6
“The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the
world. On the contrary, they have divine power to
demolish strongholds. *"We demolish arguments and
every pretension that sets itselt up against the
knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to

make it obedient to Christ. °And we will be ready to

punish every act of disobedience,

once your obedience is complete.
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Ephesians 6:10-20
10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.
HPut on the full armor of God so that you can take your
stand against the devil’s schemes. ?For our struggle is
not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms. ®Therefore put on the full armor of
God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be
able to stand your ground, and after you have done
everything, to stand.
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What are these weapons?

Ephesians 6:10-18
14Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around
your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in
place, >and with your feet fitted with the readiness
that comes from the gospel of peace. '°In addition to all
this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. “Take
the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God. '®And pray in the Spirit on
all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.
With this in mind, be alert and always keep
on praying for all the saints.
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An example of Paul’s weaponry

1 Corinthians 2:1-5
!When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with
eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you
the testimony about God. 2For I resolved to know
nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and
him crucified. °I came to you in weakness and fear, and
with much trembling. *My message and my preaching
were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a
demonstration of the Spirit’s power, °so that your faith
might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power.
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Gospel Application
How's the war going?
With those who oppose Jesus?

With your own “strongholds™?
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