




2 Corinthians 8:10-15
10And here is my advice about what is best for you in 

this matter: Last year you were the first not only to give 
but also to have the desire to do so.  11Now finish the 
work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be 
matched by your completion of it, according to your 

means.  12For if the willingness is there, the gift is 
acceptable according to what one has, not according to 

what he does not have.



2 Corinthians 8:10-15
13Our desire is not that others might be relieved while 
you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality.  
14At the present time your plenty will supply what they 
need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you 
need.  Then there will be equality, 15as it is written: “He 
who gathered much did not have too much, and he who 

gathered little did not have too little.”



Today’s Message:

A Gospel Theology of Stuff:
How knowing what it is can help you 

to be a good steward of it.



2 Corinthians 8:10-15
10And here is my advice about what is best for you in 

this matter: Last year you were the first not only to give 
but also to have the desire to do so.  11Now finish the 
work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be 
matched by your completion of it, according to your 

means.  12For if the willingness is there, the gift is 
acceptable according to what one has, not according to 

what he does not have.

Get ‘er done!



2 Corinthians 8:10-15
13Our desire is not that others might be relieved while 
you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality.  
14At the present time your plenty will supply what they 
need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you 
need.  Then there will be equality, 15as it is written: “He 
who gathered much did not have too much, and he who 

gathered little did not have too little.”

“Why are we doing this again?”





A Gospel Theology of Stuff



1.  God Created Stuff



1.  God Created Stuff

Genesis 1:31
God saw all that he had made,

and it was very good.



2.  God owns everything!



2.  God owns everything!

1 Corinthians 10:25-26 (quoting Psalm 24:1)
25 Eat anything sold in the meat market
without raising questions of conscience,

26 for, “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.”



3.  People like to hoard stuff



3.  People like to hoard stuff

Exodus 16:11-18
11The LORD said to Moses, 12“I have heard the grumbling 

of the Israelites.  Tell them, ‘At twilight you will eat 
meat, and in the morning you will be filled with bread.  

Then you will know that I am the LORD your God.’ ” 
13That evening quail came and covered the camp, and in 
the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. 
14 When the dew was gone, thin flakes like frost on the 

ground appeared on the desert floor. 15 When the 
Israelites saw it, they said to each other, “What is it?” For 

they did not know what it was.



3.  People like to hoard stuff

Exodus 16:11-18
Moses said to them, “It is the bread the LORD has given 

you to eat.  16This is what the LORD has commanded: 
‘Each one is to gather as much as he needs.  Take an 

omer for each person you have in your tent.’ ” 
17The Israelites did as they were told; some gathered 

much, some little.  18And when they measured it by the 
omer, he who gathered much did not have too much, 

and he who gathered little did not have too little. Each 
one gathered as much as he needed.



3.  People like to hoard stuff

Exodus 16:19-20
19Then Moses said to them,

“No one is to keep any of it until morning.” 
20However, some of them paid no attention to Moses; 

they kept part of it until morning, but it was full of 
maggots and began to smell.

So Moses was angry with them. 



4.  The abundance of 
possessions/wealth can be a 

blessing…



4.  The abundance of 
possessions/wealth can be a 

blessing…
Job 42:10-17

10After Job had prayed for his friends, the LORD made 
him prosperous again and gave him twice as much as he 
had before.  11All his brothers and sisters and everyone 
who had known him before came and ate with him in 
his house.  They comforted and consoled him over all 

the trouble the LORD had brought upon him, and each 
one gave him a piece of silver and a gold ring.  12The 

LORD blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the 
first.  He had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand



4.  The abundance of 
possessions/wealth can be a 

blessing…
Job 42:10-17

camels, a thousand yoke of oxen and a thousand 
donkeys.  13And he also had seven sons and three 

daughters.  14The first daughter he named Jemimah, the 
second Keziah and the third Keren-Happuch.  

15Nowhere in all the land were there found women as 
beautiful as Job’s daughters, and their father granted 
them an inheritance along with their brothers.  16After 
this, Job lived a hundred and forty years; he saw his 
children and their children to the fourth generation.  

17And so he died, old and full of years. 



5.  OR the abundance of 
possessions/wealth can be a curse!



5.  OR the abundance of 
possessions/wealth can be a curse!

Mark 10:17-27
17As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and 
fell on his knees before him.  “Good teacher,”  he asked, 

“what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

18“Why do you call me good?”  Jesus answered.  “No-
one is good— except God alone.  19You know the 
commandments: `Do not murder, do not commit 

adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not 
defraud, honor your father and mother.’”



5.  OR the abundance of 
possessions/wealth can be a curse!

Mark 10:17-27
20“Teacher,”  he declared, “all these I have kept since I 

was a boy.”

21Jesus looked at him and loved him.  “One thing you 
lack,”  he said.  “Go, sell everything you have and give 

to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.  Then 
come, follow me.”



5.  OR the abundance of 
possessions/wealth can be a curse!

Mark 10:17-27
22At this the man’s face fell.  He went away sad, because 
he had great wealth.  23Jesus looked around and said to 

his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the 
kingdom of God!”

24The disciples were amazed at his words.



5.  OR the abundance of 
possessions/wealth can be a curse!

Mark 10:17-27
But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it is to enter 

the kingdom of God!  25It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter 

the kingdom of God.”



5.  OR the abundance of 
possessions/wealth can be a curse!

Mark 10:17-27
26The disciples were even more amazed,

and said to each other, “Who then can be saved?”

27Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is 
impossible, but not with God;

all things are possible with God.” 



Summary:
• Stuff is created by God and is good

• God owns everything

• People like to hoard stuff
• The Abundance of Stuff can be a blessing 

or a hindrance



Summary:

So, what am I to do 
with my “stuff”?



A Gospel Theology of Stuff:
How then, do we handle wealth?

1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19
6But godliness with contentment is great gain.  7For we 

brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing 
out of it.  8But if we have food and clothing, we will be 

content with that.  9People who want to get rich fall into 
temptation and a trap and into many foolish and 

harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and 
destruction.  10For the love of money is a root of all kinds 
of evil.  Some people, eager for money, have wandered 
from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.



A Gospel Theology of Stuff:
How then, do we handle wealth?

1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19
17Command those who are rich in this present world not 
to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is 
so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly 

provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  
18Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, 
and to be generous and willing to share.  19In this way 

they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take 

hold of the life that is truly life.



A Gospel Theology of Stuff:
How then, do we handle wealth?

1.  Riches

1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19
17Command those who are rich in this present world not 
to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is 
so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly 

provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  
18Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, 
and to be generous and willing to share.  19In this way 

they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take 

hold of the life that is truly life.





A Gospel Theology of Stuff:
How then, do we handle wealth?

2.  Wealth is uncertain

1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19
17Command those who are rich in this present world not 
to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is 
so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly 

provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  
18Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, 
and to be generous and willing to share.  19In this way 

they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take 

hold of the life that is truly life.





A Gospel Theology of Stuff:
How then, do we handle wealth?

3.  Hope in God

1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19
17Command those who are rich in this present world not 
to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is 
so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly 

provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  
18Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, 
and to be generous and willing to share.  19In this way 

they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take 

hold of the life that is truly life.





A Gospel Theology of Stuff:
How then, do we handle wealth?

4.  For our enjoyment

1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19
17Command those who are rich in this present world not 
to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is 
so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly 

provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  
18Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, 
and to be generous and willing to share.  19In this way 

they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take 

hold of the life that is truly life.





A Gospel Theology of Stuff:
How then, do we handle wealth?

5.  Generosity and Sharing

1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19
17Command those who are rich in this present world not 
to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is 
so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly 

provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  
18Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, 
and to be generous and willing to share.  19In this way 

they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take 

hold of the life that is truly life.





A Gospel Theology of Stuff:
How then, do we handle wealth?

6.  Life that is truly life

1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19
17Command those who are rich in this present world not 
to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is 
so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly 

provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  
18Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, 
and to be generous and willing to share.  19In this way 

they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take 

hold of the life that is truly life.





Gospel Application



Gospel Application

Does Jesus own everything in your life?
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