
2 Corinthians 5:11-15
11Since, then, we know what it is to fear the 
Lord, we try to persuade others.  What we 
are is plain to God, and I hope it is also 
plain to your conscience.  12We are not try-

ing to commend ourselves to you again, but 
are giving you an opportunity to take pride in 

us, so that you can answer those who take 
pride in what is seen rather than in what 

is in the heart.  13If we are “out of our 
mind,” as some say, it is for God; if 
we are in our right mind, it is for you.  

14For Christ’s love compels us, because 
we are convinced that one died for all, 

and therefore all died.  15And he died for all, 
that those who live should no longer live for 

themselves but for him who died for them and 
was raised again.

2 Corinthians 5:9-10
9So we make it our goal to please him, 
whether we are at home in the body or 
away from it.  10For we must all appear 

before the judgment seat of Christ, that 
each one may receive what is due him for 

the things done while in the body, whether 
good or bad.

Ephesians 3:17-19
And I pray that you, being rooted and 
established in love, 18 may have power, 

together with all the saints, to grasp how 
wide and long and high and deep is the love 

of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpass-
es knowledge—that you may be filled to the 

measure of all the fullness of God.

Please use a pew Bible to look up the 
other passages

Introduction – “What motivates you?”

Today’s Message:
The Main Motivators to Follow Jesus 

and Minister to Others
2 Corinthians 5:11-15

Paul’s Motivation #1 – Fear of the Lord
2 Corinthians 5:11a

What is the “Fear of the Lord”?

Deuteronomy 10:12-13
Psalm 22:22-23
Psalm 33:6-9
Proverbs 1:7
Matthew 12:4-7
Romans 8:15-16
1 John 4:16-18
Revelation 14:6-7
2 Corinthians 5:9-10

What does Paul’s fear lead to? --- > 
PERSUASION of PEOPLE in INTEGRITY
2 Corinthians 5:11b-13

Paul’s Motivation #2 – The Love of Christ
2 Corinthians 5:14a

Subjective or Objective?

What does it mean that God loves us?
Exodus 34:4-7
Psalm 23
Mark 12:29-31
John 3:16-17
Ephesians 3:17-19
Revelation 1:4-6

What is this love based on?
2 Corinthians 5:14b

What does this love do to those who have been 
gripped by it?
2 Corinthians 5:15

Gospel Application – “Do you have a fearful 
love of God, grounded in the gospel of Jesus 
Christ leading to you living not for yourself, 
but for others?”

Community Application – Leaving a legacy of  
         fearful love on our city!

Message Notes Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)The Main Motivators







2 Corinthians 5:11-15
11Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try 
to persuade others.  What we are is plain to God, and I 
hope it is also plain to your conscience.  12We are not 
trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are 

giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, so that 
you can answer those who take pride in what is seen 

rather than in what is in the heart.  13If we are “out of our 
mind,” as some say, it is for God; if we are in our right 

mind, it is for you.



2 Corinthians 5:11-15
14For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced 

that one died for all, and therefore all died.  15And he 
died for all, that those who live should no longer live for 

themselves but for him who died for them and was 
raised again.





The Main Motivators to Follow 
Jesus Christ and Minister to Others



Paul’s Motivation #1 - Fear of the Lord



Paul’s Motivation #1 - Fear of the Lord

2 Corinthians 5:11a
11Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try 
to persuade others.  What we are is plain to God, and I 
hope it is also plain to your conscience.  12We are not 
trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are 

giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, so that 
you can answer those who take pride in what is seen 

rather than in what is in the heart.  13If we are “out of our 
mind,” as some say, it is for God; if we are in our right 

mind, it is for you.



What is the “fear of the Lord”?



Deuteronomy 10:12-13
12And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask 
of you but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his 
ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul, 13and to observe the 
LORD’s commands and decrees that I am giving you 

today for your own good?

What is the “fear of the Lord”?



Psalm 22:22-23
22I will declare your name to my brothers; in the 

congregation I will praise you.  23You who fear the LORD, 
praise him!  All you descendants of Jacob, honor him!  

Revere him, all you descendants of Israel!

What is the “fear of the Lord”?



Psalm 33:6-9
6By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, their 
starry host by the breath of his mouth.  7He gathers the 

waters of the sea into jars; he puts the deep into 
storehouses.  8Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the 
people of the world revere him. 9For he spoke, and it 

came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.

What is the “fear of the Lord”?



Proverbs 1:7
7The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but 

fools despise wisdom and discipline.

What is the “fear of the Lord”?



Matthew 12:4-7
4 “I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who 
kill the body and after that can do no more. 5 But I will 
show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after 

the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell. 
Yes, I tell you, fear him. 6 Are not five sparrows sold for 
two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. 7 

Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 
Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many 

sparrows.

What is the “fear of the Lord”?



Romans 8:15-16
15 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave 

again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.  
And by him we cry, “Abba,Father.” 16 The Spirit himself 

testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.

What is the “fear of the Lord”?



1 John 4:16-18
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God 
in him. 17 In this way, love is made complete among us 

so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, 
because in this world we are like him. 18 There is no fear 
in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has 
to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made 

perfect in love.

What is the “fear of the Lord”?



Revelation 14:6-7
6 Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had 
the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the 

earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people. 7 He 
said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, 

because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship 
him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the 

springs of water.”

What is the “fear of the Lord”?



2 Corinthians 5:9-10
9So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at 

home in the body or away from it.  10For we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one 

may receive what is due him for the things done while in 
the body, whether good or bad.

What is the “fear of the Lord”?





(Image credit: Mark Subbarao, Dinoj Surendran, and Randy Landsberg for the SDSS team.)



Although "only" about 250,000 galaxies are shown in the 
above image, the entire Universe is estimated to have at 
least hundreds of billions of galaxies, spread out over a 

spherical region about a million times larger in diameter 
than our galaxy is. In other words, you and everything 
you know resides on a tiny, wet rock nearly a million 

times less massive than the star that powers it, in a solar 
system one ten-millionth the diameter of our galaxy, 

which contains at least hundreds of billions of stars not 
so different from ours, in a Universe filled with 

hundreds of billions of galaxies,
and maybe perhaps more.

You. Are. Tiny.



Paul’s Motivation #1 - Fear of the Lord
Q: What does this fear lead to?



Paul’s Motivation #1 - Fear of the Lord
Q: What does this fear lead to?

A: Persuasion of People in Integrity



Paul’s Motivation #1 - Fear of the Lord
Q: What does this fear lead to?

A: Persuasion of People in Integrity

2 Corinthians 5:11b-13
11Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try 
to persuade others.  What we are is plain to God, and I 
hope it is also plain to your conscience.  12We are not 
trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are 

giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, so that 
you can answer those who take pride in what is seen 

rather than in what is in the heart.  13If we are “out of our 
mind,” as some say, it is for God; if we are in our right 

mind, it is for you.



Paul’s Motivation #2 – The Love of Christ



Paul’s Motivation #2 – The Love of Christ

2 Corinthians 5:14a
14For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced 

that one died for all, and therefore all died.  15And he 
died for all, that those who live should no longer live for 

themselves but for him who died for them and was 
raised again.



Paul’s Motivation #2 – The Love of Christ

Subjective or Objective?



Paul’s Motivation #2 – The Love of Christ

Subjective or Objective?

2 Corinthians 5:14 (NASB)
14For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded 

this, that one died for all, therefore all died.



Paul’s Motivation #2 – The Love of Christ

Subjective or Objective?
YES!!!

2 Corinthians 5:14 (NASB)
14For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded 

this, that one died for all, therefore all died.



Exodus 34:4-7
4So Moses chiseled out two stone tablets like the first ones 

and went up Mount Sinai early in the morning, as the LORD
had commanded him; and he carried the two stone tablets in 

his hands.  5Then the LORD came down in the cloud and 
stood there with him and proclaimed his name, the LORD.  

6And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, 
the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to 

anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7maintaining love 
to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. 

Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the 
children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the 

third and fourth generation.”

What does it mean that God loves us?



Psalm 23
1The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.  2He 

makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me 
beside quiet waters, 3he restores my soul.  He guides me 

in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.  4Even 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 

death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod 
and your staff, they comfort me.  5You prepare a table 
before me in the presence of my enemies.  You anoint 

my head with oil; my cup overflows.  6Surely goodness 
and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will 

dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

What does it mean that God loves us?



Mark 12:29-31
29“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: 

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  
30Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength.’  31The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as 

yourself.’  There is no commandment greater than 
these.”

What does it mean that God loves us?



John 3:16-17
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 

but have eternal life.  17For God did not send his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 

through him.

What does it mean that God loves us?



Ephesians 3:17-19
And I pray that you, being rooted and established in 

love, 18 may have power, together with all the saints, to 
grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love 

of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all 

the fullness of God.

What does it mean that God loves us?



Revelation 1:4-6
To the seven churches in the province of Asia: 

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and 
who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, 

5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the 
firstborn from the dead,

and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his 
blood, 6 and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to 

serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for 
ever and ever!  Amen.

What does it mean that God loves us?



Paul’s Motivation #2 – The Love of Christ
Q: What is this loved based on?



Paul’s Motivation #2 – The Love of Christ
Q: What is this loved based on?
A: The gospel of Jesus Christ



Paul’s Motivation #2 – The Love of Christ
Q: What is this loved based on?
A: The gospel of Jesus Christ

2 Corinthians 5:14b
14For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced 

that one died for all, and therefore all died.  15And he 
died for all, that those who live should no longer live for 

themselves but for him who died for them and was 
raised again.



Paul’s Motivation #2 – The Love of Christ
Q: What does this love do to those gripped by it?



Paul’s Motivation #2 – The Love of Christ
Q: What does this love do to those gripped by it?

A: Transform you to live for others



Paul’s Motivation #2 – The Love of Christ
Q: What does this love do to those gripped by it?

A: Transform you to live for others

2 Corinthians 5:15
14For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced 

that one died for all, and therefore all died.  15And he 
died for all, that those who live should no longer live for 

themselves but for him who died for them and was 
raised again.



Gospel Application



Gospel Application

Do you have a fearful love of God, 



Gospel Application

Do you have a fearful love of God, 
grounded in the gospel of Jesus Christ



Gospel Application

Do you have a fearful love of God, 
grounded in the gospel of Jesus Christ 
leading to you living not for yourself,



Gospel Application

Do you have a fearful love of God, 
grounded in the gospel of Jesus Christ 
leading to you living not for yourself,

but for others?



Community Gospel Application



Community Gospel Application

Are we gonna fearfully love on this city 
with the gospel for the next generation?





March 25th – Kick Off
Commitments for Time, Talents and Treasure

Trying to raise $1,000,000
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