
2 Corinthians 5:6-10
6Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we 

are at home in the body we are away from the Lord.  7We live 
by faith, not by sight.  8We are confident, I say, and would 
prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord.  
9So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at 

home in the body or away from it.  10For we must all appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive 

what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether 
good or bad.

Ephesians 2:4-10
 4But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, 5made us alive with Christ even when we were 
dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been 
saved.  6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us 
with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus 7in order 

that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable 
riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ 

Jesus.  8For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—9not 

by works, so that no one can boast.  10For we are God’s workman-
ship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared 
in advance for us to do.

2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old 

has gone, the new has come!

  2 Corinthians 5:1-5
1Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is de-
stroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in 
heaven, not built by human hands. 2 Meanwhile we groan, 

longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, 3 because 
when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. 4 For while 

we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do 
not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly 

dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 
5 Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and 

has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is 
to come.

Genesis 3:8
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord 

God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, 
and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden.

Revelation 21:1-4
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven 

and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer 
any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beauti-
fully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with 
men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, 
and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 He 
will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 

death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 
things has passed away.”

Romans 14:10-12
10You, then, why do you judge your brother?  Or why do you 

look down on your brother? For we will all stand before God’s 
judgment seat.  11It is written: “ ‘As surely as I live,’ says the 
Lord, ‘every knee will bow before me; every tongue will confess 

to God.’ ” [Isaiah 45:23]  12So then, each of us will give an account 
of himself to God.

Revelation 11:16-18
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2 Corinthians 5:6-8
6Therefore we are always confident and know that as 
long as we are at home in the body we are away from 

the Lord.  7We live by faith, not by sight.  8We are 
confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the 

body and at home with the Lord.



2 Corinthians 5:9-10
9So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at 

home in the body or away from it.  10For we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one 

may receive what is due him for the things done while in 
the body, whether good or bad.
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1.  How are we absent from the Lord?



1.  How are we absent from the Lord?

2 Corinthians 5:6
6Therefore we are always confident and know that as 
long as we are at home in the body we are away from 

the Lord.  7We live by faith, not by sight.  8We are 
confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the 

body and at home with the Lord.



Ephesians 2:1-10
1As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and 
sins, 2in which you used to live when you followed the 

ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the 
air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are 

disobedient.  3All of us also lived among them at one 
time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and 
following its desires and thoughts.  Like the rest, we 
were by nature objects of wrath.  4But because of his 

great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us 
alive with Christ even when we were dead in 

transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.



Ephesians 2:1-10
6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with 

him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus 7in order that 
in the coming ages he might show the incomparable 
riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in 
Christ Jesus.  8For it is by grace you have been saved, 

through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God—9not by works, so that no one can boast.  10For 

we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God prepared in

advance for us to do.



2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,

he is a new creation;
the old has gone,

the new has come!



2 Corinthians 5:1-5
1Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is 

destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal 
house in heaven, not built by human hands.  

2Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our 
heavenly dwelling, 3because when we are clothed, we 

will not be found naked.  4For while we are in this tent, 
we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to 

be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly 
dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up 
by life.  5Now it is God who has made us for this very 

purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, 
guaranteeing what is to come.







2.  Our preference: to be at home
with the Lord

2 Corinthians 5:8
6Therefore we are always confident and know that as 
long as we are at home in the body we are away from 

the Lord.  7We live by faith, not by sight.  8We are 
confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the 

body and at home with the Lord.



Genesis 3:8
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD

God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of 

the garden.





Revelation 21:1-4
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there 
was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now 

the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with 
them. They will be his people, and God himself will be 
with them and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear 

from their eyes. There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things 

has passed away.”



3.  So, how do we live now?

2 Corinthians 5:7
6Therefore we are always confident and know that as 
long as we are at home in the body we are away from 

the Lord.  7We live by faith, not by sight.  8We are 
confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the 

body and at home with the Lord.
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Maryland Terps student basketball manager Zach Lederer



4.  What does living by faith look like?

2 Corinthians 5:9
9So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at 

home in the body or away from it.  10For we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one 

may receive what is due him for the things done while in 
the body, whether good or bad.





5.  On more motivation to live by faith

2 Corinthians 5:10
9So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at 

home in the body or away from it.  10For we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one 

may receive what is due him for the things done while in 
the body, whether good or bad.



Romans 14:10-12
10 You, then, why do you judge your brother?  Or why 

do you look down on your brother?  For we will all 
stand before God’s judgment seat.  11It is written: “ ‘As 

surely as I live,’ says the Lord, ‘every knee will bow 
before me; every tongue will confess to God.’ ” [Isaiah 

45:23]  12So then, each of us will give an account of 
himself to God.



Revelation 11:16-18
16And the twenty-four elders, who were seated on their 
thrones before God, fell on their faces and worshiped 

God, 17saying: 

“We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, the One 
who is and who was, because you have taken your great 

power and have begun to reign. 18The nations were 
angry; and your wrath has come.  The time has come for 
judging the dead, and for rewarding your servants the 

prophets and your saints and those who reverence your 
name, both small and great—and for destroying those 

who destroy the earth.”



But we must guard against misunderstanding here:
Even though there will be degrees of reward in heaven, the joy of 
each person will be full and complete for eternity. If we ask how 
this can be when there are different degrees of reward, it simply 

shows that our perception of happiness is based on the 
assumption that happiness depends on what we possess or the 
status or power that we have. In actuality, however, our true 

happiness consists in delighting in God and rejoicing in the status 
and recognition that he has given us. The foolishness of thinking 
that only those who have been highly rewarded and given great 
status will be fully happy in heaven is seen when we realize that 
no matter how great a reward we are given, there will always be 

those with greater rewards, or who have higher status and 
authority, including the apostles, the heavenly creatures, and 

Jesus
Christ and God himself.

“



Therefore if highest status were essential for people to be fully 
happy, no one but God would be fully happy in heaven, which is 
certainly an incorrect idea. Moreover, those with greater reward 

and honor in heaven, those nearest the throne of God, delight not 
in their status but only in the privilege of falling down before 

God’s throne to worship him.

~ Wayne Grudem, (1994). Systematic theology : An introduction to biblical doctrine (1144–1145).
”
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Gospel Application

How’s your faith vrs. sight fight going?

Do you make it your aim to please him?
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