MESSAGE NOTES
A Cinematic Christmas
INTRODUCTION - “I want an Official
Red Ryder Carbine-Action Two-HundredShot Range Model Air Rifle!”
CINEMATIC CHRISTMAS #2
Common misbeliefs re: Mary & the
virgin birth
1. Mary did not have a normal delivery.
2. Mary remained a virgin for life.
3. The virgin birth of Jesus is a myth
stolen from other religions.
4. The virgin birth proves the deity of
Jesus.
5. For Jesus to be sinless, he could
not have an earthly father because
human sinful nature is passed
through the male line.
6. Mary was sinless.
7. God the Father had physical sexual
relations with Mary.
8. It’s unimportant.
What are we to do with Mary? Venerate
her? Dismiss her?
She is NOT to be:
• an object of our faith
• dismissed out of faith
She IS to be an example of faith

Scripture Passages

(taken from the English Standard Version)
Luke 1:26-38
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent
from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth,
27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David. And the
virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her
and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is
with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the
saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting
this might be. 30And the angel said to her,
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. 31And behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He
will be great and will be called the Son of
the Most High. And the Lord God will give to
him the throne of his father David, 33and he will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.”34And Mary said
to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—
the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a
son, and this is the sixth month with her who
was called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am
the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according
to your word.”

Matthew 1:18-25
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place
in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together
she was found to be with child from the Holy
Luke 1:26-38 | Matthew 1:18-25
Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just
man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved
So, what’s Mary got going for her?
to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered
#1 - She is a virgin.
these things, behold, an angel of the Lord
#2 – God is with her.
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph,
#3 – Her son will be great.
son of David, do not fear to take Mary as
#4 – See #1 – She is a virgin.
your wife, for that which is conceived in her
#5 – The Holy Spirit and Elizabeth
is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son,
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.” 22 All this
Gospel Application
took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken
• Like Mary, have you responded with faith
by the prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conto God’s promises?
ceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name
• Have you come to see and know personally Immanuel”(which means, God with us). 24When
Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the
how great the Son of God is?
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but
• Are there any ways – right now – that the
knew her not until she had given birth to a son.
Holy Spirit is leading you to trust in him?
And he called his name Jesus.
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Common misbeliefs
Re: Mary & the virgin birth
“Everyone admits that the Bible represents Jesus as
having been conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of
the Virgin Mary. The only question is whether in
making that representation the Bible is true or false.”
J. Gresham Machen
The Virgin Birth of Christ
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The example of Mary’s faith
Luke 1:26-29
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a
city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s
name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, O
favored one, the Lord is with you!" 29But she was greatly
troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting
this might be.
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#1 - She is a virgin.
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26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a
city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s
name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, O
favored one, the Lord is with you!" 29But she was greatly
troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting
this might be.

The example of Mary’s faith
#1 - She is a virgin.
Matthew 1: 18-20
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came
together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.
19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to
put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take
Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the
Holy Spirit.

The example of Mary’s faith
#1 - She is a virgin.
Matthew 1: 21-25
21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he
will save his people from their sins." 22 All this took place to
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 "Behold, the
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name
Immanuel”(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he
took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a
son. And he called his name Jesus.
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#2 – God is with her.
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26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a
city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s
name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, O
favored one, the Lord is with you!" 29But she was greatly
troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting
this might be.

The example of Mary’s faith
Luke 1:30-33
30And the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.
32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.
And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,
33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end."
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The example of Mary’s faith
#3 – Her son will be great.
Luke 1:30-33
30And the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.
32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.
And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,
33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end."

The example of Mary’s faith
#4 – See #1 – She is a virgin.
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34And Mary said to the angel, "How will this be, since I am a
virgin?"
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therefore the child to be born will be called holy— the Son of
God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has
also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who
was called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God."
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The example of Mary’s faith
#1 - She is a virgin.
#2 – God is with her.
#3 – Her son will be great.
#4 – See #1 – She is a virgin.
#5 – The Holy Spirit and Elizabeth

The example of Mary’s faith
Luke 1:38
38And Mary said, "Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be
to me according to your word." And the angel departed from her.

The example of
Mary’s faith
#1 - She is a virgin.
#2 – God is with her.
#3 – Her son will be great.
#4 – See #1 – She is a
virgin.
#5 – The Holy Spirit and
Elizabeth

The call to faith
in God
#1 – We are impotent
#2 – God is with us.
#3 – His son is great.
#4 – See #1 – We are still
impotent
#5 – The Holy Spirit and
other believers

Gospel Application
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Gospel Application
Like Mary, have you responded with faith
to God’s promises?
Have you come to see and know personally
how great the Son of God is?
Are there any ways – right now – that the Holy
Spirit is leading you to trust in him?

Worship the Son!
Isaiah 9:6-7
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

