
Introduction – “Are you kidding me?”

The Bible in 4 Acts
Creation
Fall
Redemption
Restoration

How do we get to Revelation 21:1-4 and 22:1-5?

Mini-Series of 2 Corinthians Chapter 3
The Glory of the Cross: Why is Jesus needed?

Today’s Message: 
“Condemnation vrs. Righteousness!”

2 Corinthians 3:7-11

1.  The ministry which was carved on stone…
     2 Corinthians 3:7

     Exodus 20:16-21:1 / Exodus 34:1-4, 29-35

2.  This ministry brought… WHAT?!?!!?!
     Death?  Condemnation? 
     2 Corinthians 2:7-9a

     Romans 7:9-12

     Redemption in the Old Testament

     Galatians 3:10-12

     Leviticus 18:4-5

3.  The ministry of the Spirit is more glorious!! 
     Why do we need a Savior?  How sweet is 
     Jesus?
     2 Corinthians 2:9b-11

     Hebrews 10:1

     Redemption in the New Testament

     Galatians 3:13-14

     Romans 3:19-24

     2 Corinthians 5:21

Gospel Application -  Do you long for 
      Revelation 21-22?

2 Corinthians 3:7-12
7Now if the ministry that brought death, which 

was engraved in letters on stone, came with 
glory, so that the Israelites could not look 
steadily at the face of Moses because of its 

glory, fading though it was, 8will not the 
ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious?  9If 

the ministry that condemns men is glorious, how 
much more glorious is the ministry that brings 

righteousness!  10For what was glorious has no 
glory now in comparison with the surpassing 
glory.  11And if what was fading away came 
with glory, how much greater is the glory of 
that which lasts! 

Galatians 3:10-14
10All who rely on observing the law are under a 

curse, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who 
does not continue to do everything written in the 

Book of the Law.” [Deuteronomy 27:26]  11Clearly 
no one is justified before God by the law, because, 

“The righteous will live by faith.” [Habakkuk 
2:4]  12The law is not based on faith; on the 
contrary, “The man who does these things 
will live by them.” [Leviticus 18:5]  13Christ 
redeemed us from the curse of the law by be-

coming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed 
is everyone who is hung on a tree.” [Deuteronomy 

21:23]  14He redeemed us in order that the blessing 
given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles 

through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might 
receive the promise of the Spirit.

Romans 3:19-24
19Now we know that whatever the law says, 

it says to those who are under the law, so that 
every mouth may be silenced and the whole world 

held accountable to God.  20Therefore no one will 
be declared righteous in his sight by observing 

the law; rather, through the law we become 
conscious of sin.

21But now a righteousness from God, apart 
from law, has been made known, to which the 
Law and the Prophets testify.  22This righteous-

ness from God comes through faith in Jesus 
Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 

23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God, 24and are justified freely by his grace 

through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

2 Corinthians 5:21
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so 

that in him we might become the righteousness 
of God.
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Why is Jesus needed to
Complete the Old 

Testament?

Why is Jesus needed to
Complete the Old 

Testament?

The Glory of the Cross:The Glory of the Cross:



2 Corinthians 3:1-6
1Are we beginning to commend ourselves again?  Or do 
we need, like some people, letters of recommendation to 
you or from you?  2You yourselves are our letter, written 

on our hearts, known and read by everybody.  3You 
show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our 
ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the 

living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of 
human hearts.



2 Corinthians 3:1-6
4Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before 

God.  5Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim 
anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from 
God.  6He has made us competent as ministers of a new 
covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter 

kills, but the Spirit gives life.





Creation
Fall
Redemption
Restoration



The God who Creates

Genesis 1:1
1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.



The Fall - A look @ what went wrong!



The Fall - A look @ what went wrong!

Genesis 3:6
6When the woman saw that the fruit of 

the tree was good for food and pleasing to 
the eye, and also desirable for gaining 
wisdom, she took some and ate it.  She 

also gave some to her husband, who was 
with her, and he ate it.  



The Fall - A look @ what went wrong!

Genesis 3:7
7Then the eyes of both of them were 

opened, and they realized that they were 
naked; so they sewed fig leaves together 

and made coverings for themselves.



The Fall - A look @ what went wrong!
• A changed relationship with God

Genesis 3:8-11
8Then the man and his wife heard the 
sound of the LORD God as he was 

walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day, and they hid from the LORD God 
among the trees of the garden.  9But the 

LORD God called to the man, “Where are 
you?” 10He answered, “I heard you in the 

garden, and I was afraid because I was 
naked; so I hid.” 11And he said, “Who told 
you that you were naked?  Have you eaten 

from the tree from which I commanded 
you not to eat?”



The Fall - A look @ what went wrong!
• A changed relationship with one another

Genesis 3:12-13
12The man said, “The woman you put 

here with me—she gave me some fruit 
from the tree, and I ate it.” 13Then the 

LORD God said to the woman, “What is 
this you have done?” The woman said, 
“The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”



The Fall - A look @ what went wrong!
• The Curse - to the serpent

Genesis 3:14-15
14So the LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, “Cursed are 
you above all the livestock and all the wild 
animals!  You will crawl on your belly and 
you will eat dust all the days of your life.  
15And I will put enmity between you and 
the woman, and between your offspring 

and hers; he will crush your head, and you 
will strike his heel.”



The Fall - A look @ what went wrong!
• The Curse - to the woman

Genesis 3:16
16To the woman he said, “I will greatly 

increase your pains in childbearing; with 
pain you will give birth to children.  Your 

desire will be for your husband, and he 
will rule over you.”



The Fall - A look @ what went wrong!
• The Curse - to the man

Genesis 3:17-19
17To Adam he said, “Because you 

listened to your wife and ate from the tree 
about which I commanded you, ‘You must 

not eat of it,’ “Cursed is the ground 
because of you; through painful toil you 
will eat of it all the days of your life.  18It 
will produce thorns and thistles for you, 
and you will eat the plants of the field.  

19By the sweat of your brow you will eat 
your food until you return to the ground, 
since from it you were taken; for dust you 

are and to dust you will return.”





Revelation 21:1-4
1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there 
was no longer any sea.  2I saw the Holy City, the new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  
3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now 
the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with 
them. They will be his people, and God himself will be 
with them and be their God.  4He will wipe every tear 

from their eyes. There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things 

has passed away.”



Revelation 22:1-5
1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, 
as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of 

the Lamb 2down the middle of the great street of the 
city.  On each side of the river stood the tree of life, 
bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every 

month.  And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of 
the nations.  3No longer will there be any curse.  The 

throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and 
his servants will serve him.  4They will see his face, and 
his name will be on their foreheads.  5There will be no 

more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the 
light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light.  

And they will reign for ever and ever.
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The Glory of the Cross:The Glory of the Cross:



2 Corinthians 3:7-12
7Now if the ministry that brought death, which was 

engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the 
Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because 
of its glory, fading though it was, 8will not the ministry of the 
Spirit be even more glorious?  9If the ministry that condemns 
men is glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that 
brings righteousness!  10For what was glorious has no glory 

now in comparison with the surpassing glory.  11And if what 
was fading away came with glory, how much greater is the 

glory of that which lasts!



2 Corinthians 3:7-12
12Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold.  

13We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face 
to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was 

fading away.  14But their minds were made dull, for to this 
day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It 

has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken 
away.  15Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers 
their hearts.  16But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the 

veil is taken away.



2 Corinthians 3:7-12
17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord 
is, there is freedom.  18And we, who with unveiled faces all 

reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his 
likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the 

Lord, who is the Spirit.



Creation
Fall
Redemption
Restoration



2 Corinthians 3:7-9
7Now if the ministry that brought death, which was 

engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the 
Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because 
of its glory, fading though it was, 8will not the ministry of the 
Spirit be even more glorious?  9If the ministry that condemns 
men is glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that 
brings righteousness!  10For what was glorious has no glory 

now in comparison with the surpassing glory.  11And if what 
was fading away came with glory, how much greater is the 

glory of that which lasts!

1.  The Ministry Carved on Stone…



RENI, Guido
Moses with the Tables of the Law
c. 1624
Oil on canvas, 173 x 134 cm
Galleria Borghese, Rome



Exodus 20:16-21:1, 18-21
16On the morning of the third day there was thunder and 

lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a 
very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled.  

17Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet 
with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain.  
18Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the 

LORD descended on it in fire.  The smoke billowed up 
from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain 

trembled violently, 19and the sound of the trumpet grew 
louder and louder. Then Moses spoke and the voice of 

God answered him.



Exodus 20:16-21:1, 18-21
20The LORD descended to the top of Mount Sinai and 

called Moses to the top of the mountain.  So Moses went 
up 21and the LORD said to him, “Go down and warn the 
people so they do not force their way through to see the 
LORD and many of them perish.  22Even the priests, who 
approach the LORD, must consecrate themselves, or the 

LORD will break out against them.”



Exodus 20:16-21:1, 18-21
23 Moses said to the LORD, “The people cannot come up 

Mount Sinai, because you yourself warned us, ‘Put 
limits around the mountain and set it apart as holy.’ ” 

24 The LORD replied, “Go down and bring Aaron up with 
you. But the priests and the people must not force their 
way through to come up to the LORD, or he will break 

out against them.”  25 So Moses went down to the people 
and told them. 

1And God spoke all these words…



Exodus 20:16-21:1, 18-21
18When the people saw the thunder and lightning and 

heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they 
trembled with fear.  They stayed at a distance 19and said 
to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But 

do not have God speak to us or we will die.”

20Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has 
come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you 

to keep you from sinning.” 

21The people remained at a distance, while Moses 
approached the thick darkness where God was.



Exodus 34:1-4. 29-35
1The LORD said to Moses, “Chisel out two stone tablets 
like the first ones, and I will write on them the words 
that were on the first tablets, which you broke.  2Be 

ready in the morning, and then come up on Mount Sinai.  
Present yourself to me there on top of the mountain.  

3No one is to come with you or be seen anywhere on the 
mountain; not even the flocks and herds may graze in 

front of the mountain…”



Exodus 34:1-4. 29-35
29When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the 
two tablets of the Testimony in his hands, he was not 

aware that his face was radiant because he had spoken 
with the LORD.  30 When Aaron and all the Israelites saw 

Moses, his face was radiant, and they were afraid to 
come near him.  31But Moses called to them; so Aaron 

and all the leaders of the community came back to him, 
and he spoke to them.  32Afterward all the Israelites 

came near him, and he gave them all the commands the 
LORD had given him on Mount Sinai.



Exodus 34:1-4. 29-35
33When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil 

over his face.  34But whenever he entered the LORD’s 
presence to speak with him, he removed the veil until he 
came out.  And when he came out and told the Israelites 
what he had been commanded, 35they saw that his face 
was radiant.  Then Moses would put the veil back over 

his face until he went in to speak with the LORD.



2 Corinthians 3:7-9a
7Now if the ministry that brought death, which was 

engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the 
Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because 
of its glory, fading though it was, 8will not the ministry of the 
Spirit be even more glorious?  9If the ministry that condemns 
men is glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that 
brings righteousness!  10For what was glorious has no glory 

now in comparison with the surpassing glory.  11And if what 
was fading away came with glory, how much greater is the 

glory of that which lasts!

2.  This Ministry brought…WHAT?!?!
Death?  Condemnation?



Romans 7:9-12
9Once I was alive apart from law; but when the 

commandment came, sin sprang to life and I died.  10I 
found that the very commandment that was intended to 
bring life actually brought death.  11For sin, seizing the 
opportunity afforded by the commandment, deceived 
me, and through the commandment put me to death.  

12So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, 
righteous and good.



Creation

Fall
Redemption

Old Testament – Promise and Law
Promise (Land, Descendants, Blessing to 

Nations)
Exodus (out of physical Slavery)
Law (God’s Righteousness Revealed)
Kingdom (National Treasure)

New Testament – Gospel
Promise (Blessing of Forgiveness & the Holy 

Spirit)
Exodus (Salvation from Sin, Curse, Death)
Law (Fulfilled completely in Christ – Now Slave to 

Christ)
Kingdom (of God, not of this world)
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Galatians 3:10-14
10All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it 
is written: “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do 
everything written in the Book of the Law.” [Deuteronomy 
27:26]  11Clearly no one is justified before God by the law, 

because, “The righteous will live by faith.” [Habakkuk 2:4]  
12The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, “The man 
who does these things will live by them.” [Leviticus 18:5]  

13Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming 
a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is 

hung on a tree.” [Deuteronomy 21:23]  14He redeemed us in 
order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the 

Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might 
receive the promise of the Spirit.



Leviticus 18:4-5
4You must obey my laws and be careful to follow my 

decrees. I am the LORD your God.  5Keep my decrees and 
laws, for the man who obeys them will live by them. I 

am the LORD.



“The law, on the other hand, as it simply prescribes the 
rule of a good life, does not renew men’s hearts to the 

obedience of righteousness, and denounces everlasting 
death upon transgressors, can do nothing but condemn. 

Or if you prefer it in another way, the office of the law is 
to show us the disease, in such a way as to show us, at 
the same time, no hope of cure: the office of the gospel 

is, to bring a remedy to those that were past hope. For as 
the law leaves man to himself, it condemns him, of 

necessity, to death; while the gospel, bringing him to 
Christ, opens the gate of life.”

~ John Calvin, Commentary on 2 Corinthians – Page 178ff



2 Corinthians 3:9b-11
7Now if the ministry that brought death, which was 

engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the 
Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because 
of its glory, fading though it was, 8will not the ministry of the 
Spirit be even more glorious?  9If the ministry that condemns 
men is glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that 
brings righteousness!  10For what was glorious has no glory 

now in comparison with the surpassing glory.  11And if what 
was fading away came with glory, how much greater is the 

glory of that which lasts!

3.  The Ministry of the Spirit is more 
glorious!



Hebrews 10:1
The law is only a shadow of the good things that are 

coming—not the realities themselves. For this reason it 
can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year 

after year, make perfect those who draw near to 
worship.



Uses of the Old Testament Law
1. As a national charter for Israel (Deuteronomy 4:8)

2. As a means to obtain/maintain the Abrahamic 
Promises (Leviticus 18:4, 5; Deuteronomy 32:2, 9-10)

3. To show the ways of God by defining sin (1 Timothy 
1:8-11; Psalm 19:7-11)

4. To increase sin (Romans 5:20)

5. To point us as a tutor to our need for the Savior, Jesus 
Christ (Galatians 3:23-25)
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Galatians 3:10-14
10All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it 
is written: “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do 
everything written in the Book of the Law.” [Deuteronomy 
27:26]  11Clearly no one is justified before God by the law, 

because, “The righteous will live by faith.” [Habakkuk 2:4]  
12The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, “The man 
who does these things will live by them.” [Leviticus 18:5]  

13Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming 
a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is 

hung on a tree.” [Deuteronomy 21:23]  14He redeemed us in 
order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the 

Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might 
receive the promise of the Spirit.



Romans 3:19-24
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to 

those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 
be silenced and the whole world held accountable to 

God.  20Therefore no one will be declared righteous in 
his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law 

we become conscious of sin.



Romans 3:19-24
21But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, 

has been made known, to which the Law and the 
Prophets testify.  22This righteousness from God comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is 
no difference, 23for all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God, 24and are justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.



2 Corinthians 5:21
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in 

him we might become the righteousness of God.
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Gospel Application

Do you long for Revelation 21-22?

Do you realize that without Jesus, there is

NO WAY
you could ever have it?
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